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Dedication

For the second reading, when recognition is no longer enough.
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Preface

A narrative helps you understand history. Retrieval practice
shows whether the understanding can survive without the page
in front of you.
This companion gathers the material that would overwhelm

the narrative volumes if it remained inside every chapter: the
master chronology, acts and plans, office-holders, movements
and organizations,maps, historians and schools, high-confusion
comparisons, and cumulative questions.
Use it after reading a chapter or part. Rebuild a sequence from

memory, compare2 institutions that share anamebut not a func-
tion, locate an event, or answer a question before checking the
key. Recognition feels fluent. Reconstruction proves what you
can carry into an exam or an argument.
The contemporary entries use the same 10 August 2026 evi-

dence cutoff as Volume III.

viii



How to use this book

Read the main chapter before opening its companion. On the
first pass, follow causation, institutions, and changes in political
scale. On the second pass, close the narrative and rebuild the
chronology, comparison, or map from memory. Use the answer
key only after committing to an answer.
Names and dates are necessary, but they are not the book’s

organizing principle. Keep asking what changed, what caused it,
who carried it, and what survived.

ix





Appendix A - Master
Chronology

Dates identify the historical act being retrieved: a statute’s enact-
ment is separated from its commencement, a proposal from its
implementation, and a military or political claim from an agreed
event. Historical place-names are paired with present locations
where useful.

1707--1757 - Imperial fragmentation,
regional states, and European rivalry

1
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Date Event Place People/organization Why it matters Related chapter

1707 Aurangzeb dies;
succession war
follows

Deccan and north
India

Aurangzeb; Ba-
hadur Shah I

Opens prolonged
succession conflict
and accelerates
provincial auton-
omy.

2

1708–16 Banda Bahadur
leads Sikh rebellion

Punjab Banda Bahadur;
Sikh followers

Joins religious lead-
ership, agrarian
grievance, and chal-
lenge to Mughal
authority.

2

1713 Balaji Vishwanath
becomes peshwa

Maharashtra Shahu; Balaji Vish-
wanath

Begins ascen-
dancy of hereditary
peshwa leadership
in Maratha politics.

2

1717 Farrukhsiyar grants
commercial priv-
ileges to English
Company

Mughal Empire;
Bengal

Farrukhsiyar; East
India Company

Later misuse
of duty exemp-
tions turns trade
privilege into a
sovereignty dis-
pute.

2, 3, 4

1720–40 Baji Rao I serves as
peshwa

Malwa, Gujarat,
Bundelkhand

Baji Rao I; Maratha
chiefs

Extends Maratha
power into north
and central India.

2

1722 Saadat Khan estab-
lishes autonomous
Awadh regime

Awadh, Uttar
Pradesh

Saadat Khan Illustrates a succes-
sor state retaining
Mughal forms while
gaining autonomy.

2

1724 Nizam-ul-Mulk es-
tablishes effective
autonomy

Hyderabad, Telan-
gana

Nizam-ul-Mulk Creates the Asaf
Jahi state amid
weakening imperial
control.

2
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Date Event Place People/organization Why it matters Related chapter

1737 Maratha force
reaches Delhi re-
gion

Delhi Baji Rao I Demonstrates
altered military bal-
ance between em-
pire and regional
power.

2

1739 Nadir Shah defeats
Mughals at Karnal
and sacks Delhi

Karnal; Delhi Nadir Shah;
Muhammad Shah

Destroys prestige,
removes treasure,
and exposes north-
western vulnerabil-
ity.

2

1740 Alivardi Khan takes
Bengal

Giria, West Bengal Alivardi Khan Confirms Bengal
succession as a
regional political
contest.

2, 4

1741 Travancore defeats
Dutch at Colachel

Tamil Nadu coast Marthanda Varma;
Dutch VOC

Indian regional
state checks a
European company
militarily.

2, 3

1746–48 First Carnatic War Chennai and Coro-
mandel

English and French
companies; Dupleix

European war en-
ters Indian succes-
sion and coastal
politics.

3

1748 Abdali invasions
begin; Dal Khalsa
organized

Punjab Ahmad Shah Ab-
dali; Sikh misls

Afghan intervention
and Sikh confed-
eration reshape
Punjab.

2

1749–54 Second Carnatic
War

Arcot, Hyderabad,
Carnatic

Dupleix; Clive;
Chanda Sahib;
Muhammad Ali

Companies inter-
vene directly in
Indian succession
struggles.

3
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1751 Clive captures and
defends Arcot

Arcot, Tamil Nadu Robert Clive Shifts military ini-
tiative toward the
English Company.

3

1756 Siraj-ud-Daulah
captures Kolkata

Kolkata, West Ben-
gal

Siraj-ud-Daulah;
East India Com-
pany

Converts fortifica-
tion and privilege
disputes into war.

4

Jan–Mar 1757 Company retakes
Kolkata and cap-
tures Chander-
nagore

West Bengal Clive; Admiral Wat-
son; French Com-
pany

Restores English
position and re-
moves a French
counterweight be-
fore Plassey.

3, 4
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23 Jun 1757 Battle of Plassey Palashi, West Ben-
gal

Siraj-ud-Daulah;
Clive; Mir Jafar

Conspiracy and bat-
tlefield defection
give the Company
decisive political
leverage in Bengal.

4

1760 Battle of Wandi-
wash

Vandavasi, Tamil
Nadu

Eyre Coote; Lally;
Bussy

Breaks French field
power in India dur-
ing the Third Car-
natic War.

3

22 Oct 1764 Battle of Buxar Bihar Hector Munro; Mir
Qasim; Shuja-ud-
Daula; Shah Alam
II

Military victory over
a wider coalition
underpins fiscal-
territorial authority.

4

Aug 1765 Allahabad settle-
ments and imperial
diwani grant

Allahabad, Uttar
Pradesh

Clive; Shah Alam II;
Shuja-ud-Daula

Gives Company
revenue authority in
Bengal, Bihar, and
Orissa.

4, 7, 8

1765–72 Dual Government
operates

Bengal East India Com-
pany; Indian
deputies

Separates decisive
fiscal power from
formal administra-
tive responsibility.

4

1767–69 First Anglo-Mysore
War

South India Haidar Ali; Madras
government

Mysore demon-
strates that
Company expan-
sion can still be
checked.

5

1770 Bengal famine Bengal Company revenue
regime; cultivators

Climatic shock
combines with
revenue pressure
and weak relief.

4, 9
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Date Event Place People/organization Why it matters Related chapter

1772 Hastings ends Dual
Government

Bengal Warren Hastings Company assumes
more direct rev-
enue and judicial
administration.

4, 7

1773; institutions
from 1774

Regulating Act
enacted; Governor-
General’s council
and Supreme Court
begin

London; Kolkata British Parliament;
Warren Hastings

First parliamentary
regulation pre-
cedes institutional
commencement in
1774.

7

1780 Hicky’s Bengal
Gazette begins
publication

Kolkata James Augustus
Hicky

Early newspaper
criticism creates an
important record
of colonial public
controversy.

1, 10

1775–82 First Anglo-
MarathaWar

Western and cen-
tral India

Maratha confeder-
acy; Company

Intervention in
peshwa succes-
sion ends without
decisive Company
conquest.

5

1780–84 Second Anglo-
MysoreWar

South India Haidar Ali; Tipu
Sultan

Mysore exploits
British alliance
failure and wider
Anglo-French war.

5

1781 Act of Settlement
enacted

Bengal British Parliament Narrows Supreme
Court jurisdiction
after institutional
conflict.

7

1784 Pitt’s India Act
enacted

Britain and India Board of Control;
Company directors

Establishes dual
metropolitan con-
trol over Company
government.

7
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1791–92 Sanskrit College
founded; Treaty of
Seringapatam ends
Third MysoreWar

Varanasi; Mysuru Jonathan Duncan;
Tipu Sultan; Corn-
wallis

Education policy
and territorial sub-
ordination advance
in parallel.

5, 10

1793 Permanent Settle-
ment and Cornwal-
lis Code

Bengal and Bihar Cornwallis; zamin-
dars

Fixes state demand
through zamindars
and consolidates
administrative regu-
lations.

7, 8

1798–1801 Subsidiary alliances
imposed on Hyder-
abad, Mysore, and
Awadh

South and north
India

Wellesley; Indian
rulers

Converts military
protection into
control over diplo-
macy, troops, and
territory.

6

4 May 1799 Srirangapatna falls;
Tipu Sultan killed

Srirangapatna,
Karnataka

Tipu Sultan; Com-
pany alliance

Ends independent
Mysorean chal-
lenge and installs
controlledWodeyar
rule.

5

1802–05 Bassein treaty and
Second Anglo-
MarathaWar

Western and cen-
tral India

Baji Rao II; Sindhia;
Bhonsle; Wellesley

Treaty dependency
precipitates war
and fragments
Maratha resis-
tance.

5, 6

1813 Charter Act en-
acted

Britain and India British Parliament;
Company

Ends Company
monopoly over
Indian trade and
permits greater
missionary activity.

7, 10
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1817–18 Third Anglo-
MarathaWar

Maharashtra and
central India

Peshwa; Holkar;
Bhonsle; Company

Abolishes pesh-
waship and estab-
lishes Company
paramountcy over
most of India.

5, 6

1820s Ryotwari expands;
Mahalwari principle
formulated in 1822

Madras, Bombay,
north India

Thomas Munro;
Holt Mackenzie

Establishes two
major alternatives
to Permanent Set-
tlement.

8

1824–26 First Anglo-
BurmeseWar

Northeast India and
Burma

Company; Burmese
kingdom

Secures Assam-
related claims,
Arakan, and
Tenasserim at
heavy cost.

6

1828 Brahmo Sabha
founded

Kolkata Rammohun Roy Institutionalizes
monotheistic re-
form and public
criticism of social
practice.

11

1829 Bengal sati regula-
tion enacted

Bengal Presidency William Bentinck;
reformers; oppo-
nents

Prohibits widow
immolation within
the presidency
through colonial
law.

10, 11

1833; changes
implemented from
1834

Charter Act cen-
tralizes legislation
and ends Company
commerce

India British Parliament;
Governor-General
in Council

Converts the Com-
pany into an admin-
istrative body and
creates Law Com-
mission machinery.

7
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1835 English Education
decision

India Macaulay; Bentinck Directs higher edu-
cational spending
toward English
instruction.

10

1839–42 First Anglo-Afghan
War

Afghanistan Auckland; Shah
Shuja; Afghan
forces

Forward interven-
tion collapses, ex-
posing limits of
frontier client rule.

6

1843 Sindh annexed Sindh, Pakistan Charles Napier;
Talpur amirs

Treaty escalation
and frontier strat-
egy culminate in
conquest.

5, 6

1845–46 First Anglo-Sikh
War

Punjab Khalsa army; Com-
pany

Lahore state loses
territory and effec-
tive autonomy.

5

1848–49 Second Anglo-Sikh
War and Punjab
annexation

Punjab Dalhousie; Sikh
forces

Extends direct rule
to the northwestern
frontier.

5, 6

1848–56 Doctrine of Lapse
annexations

Satara, Jhansi,
Nagpur and others

Dalhousie; princely
rulers

Turns disputed
succession into a
systematic annexa-
tion device.

6

1853 Charter Act en-
acted; railway and
telegraph expan-
sion begins

India British Parliament;
Company

Opens competitive
service principle
and strengthens
communications
for rule and mar-
kets.

7, 9
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1854 Wood’s Despatch India Charles Wood; edu-
cation departments

Proposes graded
education, universi-
ties, grants-in-aid,
and teacher train-
ing.

10

1855–56 Santhal Hul Jharkhand and
West Bengal

Sidhu; Kanhu; San-
thal communities

Major Adivasi up-
rising against mon-
eylenders, land-
lords, and colonial
authority.

12

1856 Awadh annexed;
HinduWidows’
Remarriage Act
enacted

Awadh; British India Dalhousie; Ish-
war Chandra
Vidyasagar

Annexation deep-
ens sepoy-peasant
grievance while
social reform pro-
ceeds legislatively.

6, 11, 13

10 May 1857 Revolt begins
at Meerut and
spreads to Delhi

Uttar Pradesh and
Delhi

Sepoys; Bahadur
Shah Zafar

Military mutiny
becomes a broad,
regionally varied
rebellion.

13
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1858--1905 - Crown rule, reform,
economic critique, and organized
nationalism
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1858 Government of In-
dia Act enacted;
Crown proclama-
tion issued 1 Nov

Britain; Allahabad British Crown;
Queen Victoria;
Canning

Statute transfers
rule; later procla-
mation promises
religious non-
interference and
princely security.

13, 14

1860–62 Penal Code com-
mences in 1862
after 1860 enact-
ment; High Courts
Act implemented

British India Legislative Council;
High Courts

Distinguishes penal
enactment from
commencement
and reorganizes
superior judiciary.

14

1861 Indian Councils Act
and Police Act

British India Canning; legislative
councils

Associates se-
lected Indians with
legislation while
regularizing coer-
cive administration.

14

1866 East India Associa-
tion founded

London Dadabhai Naoroji Builds an early
forum for Indian
political-economic
representation in
Britain.

16, 17

1870s–1900s Nationalist eco-
nomic historiogra-
phy develops

India and Britain Naoroji; M.G.
Ranade; R.C. Dutt

Uses trade, rev-
enue, and poverty
data to challenge
imperial claims of
improvement.

1, 17

1873–75 Satyashodhak
Samaj and Arya
Samaj founded

Maharashtra; Bom-
bay

Jotirao Phule;
Dayanand
Saraswati

Anti-caste and
Vedic reformmove-
ments create dif-
ferent social pro-
grammes.

15
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1875 Aligarh college
established

Aligarh, Uttar
Pradesh

Sir Syed Ahmad
Khan

Promotes modern
education and
newMuslim elite
politics.

15

1876–78 Famine, imperial
assemblage, Ver-
nacular Press Act,
Arms Act

India Lytton administra-
tion

Ceremonial em-
pire coincides with
famine controversy
and racialized coer-
cive law.

9, 10, 14

1878–80 Second Anglo-
AfghanWar

Afghanistan Lytton; Afghan
rulers

Forward policy
briefly imposes a
resident before
retreat to buffer
strategy.

14

1882 Hunter Education
Commission re-
ports

India William Hunter Reviews mass edu-
cation and encour-
ages provincial and
local responsibility.

10

1883 Ilbert Bill contro-
versy

British India Ripon; European
associations

Racial opposition to
Indian judges politi-
cizes educated
opinion.

14, 16

Dec 1885 Indian National
Congress founded

Mumbai A.O. Hume; W.C.
Bonnerjee; early
nationalists

Creates a recurring
all-India political
forum.

16

1889–91 Munda mobilization
grows; Age of Con-
sent Act enacted in
1891

Chotanagpur; India Birsa Munda; so-
cial reformers and
opponents

Tribal sovereignty
and gender reform
expose distinct
conflicts over au-
thority.

12, 15
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1892 Indian Councils Act
enacted

British India Parliament;
Congress critics

Expands councils
and indirect repre-
sentation without
responsible govern-
ment.

16

1893 Durand Agreement Afghanistan–British
India frontier

Mortimer Durand;
Abdur Rahman
Khan

Defines spheres
while dividing Pash-
tun regions.

14

1896–1900 Plague and famine
crises

Western and cen-
tral India

Colonial govern-
ments; Tilak; af-
fected populations

Coercive plague
measures and lim-
ited relief deepen
political-economic
criticism.

9, 18

1899–1900 Birsa Munda’s ulgu-
lan

Jharkhand Birsa Munda Challenges land
alienation, mission-
aries, landlords,
and colonial rule.

12

1903–04 Younghusband
expedition to Tibet;
Universities Act
enacted

Tibet; India Curzon; Younghus-
band

Strategic coercion
and tighter univer-
sity control typify
Curzonian central-
ization.

10, 14

19 Jul 1905 Bengal partition de-
cision announced

Bengal Curzon administra-
tion

Administrative
claim masks a po-
litically divisive
territorial design.

18
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1905--1919 - Swadeshi, militant politics,
war, and constitutional bargaining
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7 Aug 1905 Boycott resolution
adopted at Town
Hall

Kolkata Bengal leaders and
associations

Converts anti-
partition protest
into economic ac-
tion.

18

16 Oct 1905 Bengal partition
commences

Bengal Swadeshi activists;
colonial govern-
ment

Mourning, boycott,
national education,
and indigenous
enterprise expand.

18

1906 Muslim League
founded; Congress
uses “swaraj” at
Calcutta

Dhaka; Kolkata Aga Khan; Nawab
Salimullah; Dadab-
hai Naoroji

Separate Muslim
organization and
widened Congress
goal develop to-
gether.

18, 29

Dec 1907 Congress splits at
Surat

Surat, Gujarat Moderates; Tilak’s
group

Organizational
conflict divides
constitutional and
militant strategies.

18

1908 Muzaffarpur bomb-
ing; Tilak impris-
oned

Bihar; Mumbai Khudiram Bose;
Prafulla Chaki; Tilak

Revolutionary ac-
tion and repression
reshape militant
nationalism.

18, 19

1909; elections
follow

Indian Councils Act
enacted

British India Morley; Minto Expands councils
and establishes
separate Muslim
electorates.

18, 29

1911 Bengal partition
annulled; capital
transfer announced

Delhi and Bengal George V; imperial
government

Reverses partition
but preserves Bihar-
Orissa separation
and shifts capital.

18
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1912 Delhi conspiracy
attack

Delhi Rash Behari Bose;
revolutionary net-
work

Demonstrates inter-
regional revolution-
ary organization.

19

1913 Ghadar Party orga-
nized

San Francisco and
migrant circuits

Har Dayal; Sohan
Singh Bhakna

Links diaspora,
print, migration,
and planned armed
revolt.

19

1914–18 First World War India and global
theatres

British Indian Army;
colonial state

Recruitment, taxes,
inflation, repres-
sion, and political
expectation inten-
sify.

19

1915 Gandhi returns to
India; Defence of
India Act enacted

India Gandhi; wartime
government

A newmass leader
arrives as emer-
gency repression
expands.

19, 20

1916 Home Rule Leagues
and Lucknow Pact

Maharashtra,
Madras, Lucknow

Tilak; Annie Besant;
Congress; League

Rebuilds open agi-
tation and achieves
temporary constitu-
tional cooperation.

19

1917 Champaran satya-
graha; Montagu
Declaration

Bihar; London Gandhi; Raj Kumar
Shukla; Edwin Mon-
tagu

Local agrarian inter-
vention coincides
with promise of
progressive respon-
sible government.

19, 20

1918 Ahmedabad strike
and Kheda satya-
graha

Gujarat Gandhi; Anasuya
Sarabhai; Vallabhb-
hai Patel

Tests mediation,
disciplined non-
payment, and local
organization.

20
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Date Event Place People/organization Why it matters Related chapter

18 Mar 1919 Rowlatt Act en-
acted

British India Imperial Legislative
Council

Extends
emergency-style
detention into
peacetime despite
Indian opposition.

21

13 Apr 1919 Jallianwala Bagh
massacre

Amritsar, Punjab Reginald Dyer;
unarmed gathering

State violence de-
stroys remaining
faith in reformist
imperial justice.

21

Dec 1919; dyarchy
from 1921

Government of
India Act enacted

British India Montagu; Chelms-
ford

Enactment pre-
cedes provincial
dyarchy and ex-
panded franchise in
1921.

19, 21
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1919–20 Khilafat movement
expands

India Ali brothers; ulama;
Gandhi

Joins pan-Islamic
grievance with
anti-colonial mass
politics.

21

Sep–Dec 1920 Congress adopts
Non-Cooperation

Calcutta and Nag-
pur

Gandhi; Congress Restructures
Congress and au-
thorizes boycott
of institutions and
honours.

21

1920 All India Trade
Union Congress
founded

Mumbai N.M. Joshi; Lala
Lajpat Rai

Creates national
labour coordina-
tion.

26

1921 Moplah rebellion Malabar, Kerala Mappila peasants;
landlords; colonial
forces

Agrarian, religious,
and anti-state con-
flict combines with
severe violence.

21

5 Feb 1922 Chauri Chaura
violence

Uttar Pradesh Protesters; police;
Gandhi

Leads Gandhi to
suspend mass civil
disobedience.

21

1923 Swaraj Party
formed and con-
tests councils

India C.R. Das; Motilal
Nehru

Pursues obstruc-
tion and constitu-
tional exposure
from inside legisla-
tures.

22

1924–25 Vaikom satyagraha Travancore, Kerala Anti-caste activists;
Congress support-
ers

Challenges road
exclusion around
a temple through
sustained protest.

15, 22
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1925 RSS founded;
Kakori action

Nagpur; Uttar
Pradesh

K.B. Hedgewar;
HRA revolutionaries

Hindu volunteer
organization and
armed republican
action take differ-
ent paths.

22, 29

1927 Simon Commission
appointed; Mahad
satyagraha; AISPC
founded

India; Maharashtra British government;
Ambedkar; states’
activists

Constitutional ex-
clusion, Dalit equal-
ity, and princely-
state democracy
advance together.

23, 26

1928 Bardoli satyagraha
and Nehru Report

Gujarat; all-India Vallabhbhai Patel;
Motilal Nehru Com-
mittee

Agrarian victory
accompanies an
Indian-authored
constitutional pro-
posal.

23, 26

Dec 1929 Lahore Congress
declares Purna
Swaraj

Lahore Jawaharlal Nehru;
Congress

Complete indepen-
dence replaces
dominion status as
immediate national
goal.

23

26 Jan 1930 Independence Day
observed

India Congress organiza-
tions

Turns constitutional
objective into co-
ordinated public
ritual.

23, 24

12 Mar–6 Apr 1930 Dandi March Gujarat Gandhi; salt satya-
grahis

Simple tax issue
launches nation-
wide civil disobedi-
ence.

24
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Mar 1931 Gandhi–Irwin Pact Delhi Gandhi; Irwin Suspends move-
ment for negoti-
ated participation
at Round Table Con-
ference.

24

1930–32 Round Table Con-
ferences

London British government;
Indian delegates;
Ambedkar; Gandhi

Debate federal-
ism and minorities
without achieving
a transfer settle-
ment.

24

Aug–Sep 1932 Communal Award
and Poona Pact

Britain; Pune Ramsay Mac-
Donald; Gandhi;
Ambedkar

Separate elec-
torates for De-
pressed Classes
replaced by re-
served seats in joint
electorates.

24, 26

1934 Congress Social-
ist Party formed;
Congress adopts
Constituent Assem-
bly demand

India Jayaprakash
Narayan; Acharya
Narendra Deva;
Congress

Left organization
and sovereign
constitution-
making enter na-
tional strategy.

22, 32

1935; provincial
autonomy from
1937

Government of
India Act enacted

British India British Parliament Federal plan re-
mains inoperative;
provincial auton-
omy begins after
elections.

25

Feb–Jul 1937 Elections held and
Congress min-
istries take office

Provinces Congress; League;
regional parties

Provincial gover-
nance tests reform,
coalition, and repre-
sentation.

25, 29
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1936–38 All India Kisan
Sabha grows; major
peasant mobiliza-
tions

Lucknow, Bihar,
Andhra and else-
where

Sahajanand
Saraswati; N.G.
Ranga

Agrarian demands
gain an all-India or-
ganizational frame-
work.

26

1938 National Planning
Committee estab-
lished

India Jawaharlal Nehru;
Congress

Connects indepen-
dence to state-led
economic recon-
struction.

26, 33

Sep–Nov 1939 India enters war;
Congress min-
istries resign

India Viceroy Linlithgow;
Congress

War imposed with-
out Indian consent
ends provincial
office experiment.

25, 27, 29
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22 Dec 1939 Muslim League
observes Day of
Deliverance

India Jinnah; Muslim
League

Converts Congress
resignation into
anti-Congress mo-
bilization.

29

23Mar 1940 Lahore Resolution
adopted

Lahore Muslim League Gives Muslim na-
tionhood a territo-
rial but deliberately
ambiguous pro-
gramme.

29

1940 R. Palme Dutt pub-
lishes India Today

Britain and India R. Palme Dutt Gives colonialism
and nationalism
a durable Marxist
interpretation.

1

Aug 1940 August Offer Delhi Linlithgow; British
government

Promises post-
war constitution-
making but gives
minorities an effec-
tive veto.

27

Oct 1940–41 Individual Satya-
graha

India Vinoba Bhave;
Nehru; Gandhi

Asserts speech
against war without
immediate mass
revolt.

27

16–17 Jan 1941 Subhas Bose es-
capes house arrest

Kolkata Subhas Chandra
Bose

Begins external
Axis-linked cam-
paign against
British rule.

28

Mar–Apr 1942 Cripps Mission fails Delhi Stafford Cripps;
Congress; League

Postwar dominion
offer and provin-
cial opt-out fail to
secure wartime
agreement.

27, 29
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8 Aug 1942 Quit India resolu-
tion adopted

Mumbai Gandhi; Congress Calls for immediate
British withdrawal
and mass struggle.

28

Aug 1942 onward Leaders arrested;
decentralized upris-
ing spreads

India Congress networks;
students; peasants;
workers

Repression pro-
duces underground
and locally impro-
vised resistance.

28

21 Oct 1943 Provisional Govern-
ment of Azad Hind
proclaimed

Singapore Subhas Bose; INA Claims sovereign
authority and reor-
ganizes external
armed struggle.

28

Mar–Jul 1944 INA enters India
and retreats from
Imphal front

Manipur and Burma INA; Japanese
army; Allied forces

Campaign reaches
Indian territory but
collapses logisti-
cally and militarily.

28

Jun–Jul 1945 Simla Conference
fails

Shimla Wavell; Congress;
League

Breaks down over
League claim to
nominate all Mus-
lim members.

29

Aug 1945 Japan surrenders;
Bose reportedly
dies

East and Southeast
Asia

Japan; INA; Subhas
Bose

Ends INA campaign
and opens trials
that transform
public politics.

28

Nov 1945–Jan
1946

INA trials and sen-
tence remission

Delhi Shah Nawaz Khan;
Sehgal; Dhillon; de-
fence committees

Broad solidarity
forces government
retreat despite
convictions.

28
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1945–46 Central and provin-
cial elections

British India Congress; Muslim
League

Congress dom-
inates general
seats; League dom-
inates reserved
Muslim seats.

29

18–23 Feb 1946 Royal Indian Navy
revolt

Mumbai and other
ports

Naval ratings; work-
ers

Military discontent
and urban solidar-
ity alarm colonial
authorities.

28

16 May 1946 Cabinet Mission
Plan announced

Delhi Cabinet Mission;
Congress; League

Attempts unity
through weak
union, provincial
groups, and Con-
stituent Assembly.

29, 30, 32

16 Aug 1946 Direct Action Day
and Kolkata killing

Kolkata Muslim League;
provincial govern-
ment; communal
mobs

Constitutional
deadlock turns
into mass violence
and retaliation.

29, 30

2 Sep–26 Oct 1946 Interim Govern-
ment begins;
League later joins

Delhi Nehru; Liaquat Ali
Khan

Creates shared
office without a
shared constitu-
tional project.

30

9 Dec 1946 Constituent Assem-
bly first meets

Delhi Rajendra Prasad;
Assembly members

Constitution-
making begins
without League
participation.

30, 32

20 Feb 1947 Attlee announces
British withdrawal
deadline

London Clement Attlee Makes departure
unconditional on
prior Indian agree-
ment.

30
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Mar 1947 Punjab coalition col-
lapses and violence
spreads

Punjab Khizr Hayat Tiwana;
League; Sikh and
Hindu organizations

Administrative
breakdownmakes
territorial partition
urgent.

29, 30

3 Jun 1947 Partition plan an-
nounced

Delhi Mountbatten;
Congress; League;
Sikh leaders

Establishes proce-
dure for two domin-
ions and divided
provinces.

30, 31

18 Jul; commenced
15 Aug 1947

Indian Indepen-
dence Act enacted
and dominions
created

Britain; South Asia British Parliament Assent and transfer
date are distinct;
paramountcy also
lapses.

30, 31

14–17 Aug 1947 Independence cer-
emonies; Radcliffe
Award published
later

India and Pakistan New dominion
governments; Cyril
Radcliffe

Sovereignty pre-
cedes public disclo-
sure of Punjab and
Bengal borders.

30, 31
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Aug–Dec 1947 Punjab violence
and mass migration
peak

India and Pakistan Refugees; militias;
new governments

Territorial parti-
tion produces a
humanitarian and
administrative cri-
sis.

30, 31

15 Sep 1947–Feb
1948

Junagadh acces-
sion dispute and
plebiscite

Gujarat Nawab of Juna-
gadh; Indian and
Pakistani govern-
ments

Ruler’s choice, con-
tiguity, and popular
preference collide.

31

22–27 Oct 1947 Tribal invasion,
Kashmir accession,
and Indian airlift

Jammu and Kash-
mir

Hari Singh; Sheikh
Abdullah; Indian
and Pakistani
forces

Opens the first
India–Pakistan
war and enduring
territorial dispute.

30, 31

29 Nov 1947 Hyderabad stand-
still agreement

Hyderabad Nizam; Government
of India

Postpones acces-
sion without resolv-
ing sovereignty or
internal conflict.

31

30 Jan 1948 Gandhi assassi-
nated

Delhi Mahatma Gandhi;
Nathuram Godse

Militant communal
nationalism kills the
leading advocate of
interfaith peace.

31

13–17 Sep 1948 Operation Polo Hyderabad Indian Army; Nizam;
Razakars

Ends Hyderabad’s
separate authority
amid overlapping
communal and
Telangana violence.

31

1948 A.R. Desai pub-
lishes Social Back-
ground of Indian
Nationalism

India A.R. Desai Relates national-
ism’s phases to
classes and mate-
rial social change.

1
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1 Jan 1949 Kashmir ceasefire
takes effect

Jammu and Kash-
mir

India; Pakistan;
United Nations

Freezes territorial
division without
final settlement.

31, 33

26 Nov 1949 Constitution
adopted

Delhi Constituent As-
sembly; Ambedkar;
Rajendra Prasad

Completes
constitution-
making; selected
transitional provi-
sions commence
immediately.

32

24 Jan 1950 Constitution signed
by 284 members

Delhi Constituent Assem-
bly

Signature authen-
ticates the final
calligraphed instru-
ments.

32

25–26 Jan 1950 Election Commis-
sion established;
Constitution gener-
ally commences

Delhi; India Sukumar Sen; Re-
public of India

Institution pre-
cedes republican
commencement by
one day; India be-
comes a republic.

32

8 Apr 1950 Nehru–Liaquat Pact Delhi Nehru; Liaquat Ali
Khan

Seeks minority
protection and
stabilization of
eastern migration.

31

1950–51 Planning Commis-
sion created; First
Plan launched

India Nehru government;
Planning Commis-
sion

Institutionalizes
national economic
planning with early
agricultural priority.

33

25 Oct 1951–21 Feb
1952

First general elec-
tion polling

India Election Commis-
sion; political par-
ties; electorate

Operationalizes
universal adult suf-
frage at continental
scale.

32, 33
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2 Apr 1952 First Lok Sabha
constituted

Delhi Election Commis-
sion; elected mem-
bers

Replaces provi-
sional legislative
arrangements with
an elected cham-
ber.

32

Dec 1952–Oct
1953

Sriramulu dies after
fast; Andhra State
formed

Andhra and Madras
regions

Potti Sriramulu;
Telugu movement

Makes linguistic
reorganization
unavoidable.

31, 33

Apr 1954 Panchsheel agree-
ment

India, China, Tibet Nehru; Zhou Enlai States peaceful-
coexistence prin-
ciples amid un-
resolved frontier
assumptions.

33

1 Nov 1954 French settlements
transfer de facto

Puducherry,
Karaikal, Mahe,
Yanam

French and Indian
governments

Administrative
transfer precedes
de jure treaty com-
pletion in 1962.

31

1955 Bandung Confer-
ence and Hindu
Marriage Act

Indonesia; India Afro-Asian leaders;
Parliament

Non-aligned diplo-
macy and codified
Hindu family-law
reform advance
together.

33

1956 States Reorgan-
isation Act, Sev-
enth Amendment,
Industrial Policy
Resolution

India Fazl Ali Commis-
sion; Parliament

Redraws federal
units and deepens
mixed-economy
strategy.

31, 33

1956–61 Second Five-Year
Plan

India P.C. Mahalanobis;
Planning Commis-
sion

Prioritizes heavy
industry and capital
goods under public
leadership.

33
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1957 Communist min-
istry elected in
Kerala

Kerala E.M.S. Namboodiri-
pad; CPI

Demonstrates
lawful alternation
within the constitu-
tional system.

33

1959 Dalai Lama enters
India; Kerala min-
istry dismissed

Arunachal route;
Kerala

Dalai Lama; Union
government

China relations
worsen as Article
356 use generates
federal controversy.

33

1960 Maharashtra–
Gujarat division;
IndusWaters Treaty

Western India; In-
dus basin

Parliament; India;
Pakistan; World
Bank

Linguistic accom-
modation coincides
with durable water-
sharing settlement.

31, 33

Sep–Dec 1961 First Non-Aligned
summit; Por-
tuguese rule ends
in Goa

Belgrade; Goa Nehru; non-aligned
leaders; Indian
armed forces

Strategic auton-
omy gains a forum
while territorial de-
colonization uses
force.

31, 33

16 Aug 1962 French transfer
becomes de jure

French and Indian
jurisdictions

France; India Treaty ratification
completes legal
transfer after 1954
administration.

31

Oct–Nov 1962 Sino-IndianWar Himalayan frontier Indian and Chinese
governments and
armies

Exposes diplo-
matic, intelligence,
and military failure.

33

1963 Nagaland becomes
a state

Northeast India Naga leaders;
Union government

Uses federal state-
hood to accom-
modate a distinct
ethnic-insurgent
history.

33
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27 May 1964 Nehru dies Delhi Jawaharlal Nehru Ends the republic’s
formative prime-
ministerial era.

33
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9 Jun 1964 Lal Bahadur Shastri
becomes prime
minister

Delhi Shastri; Congress Demonstrates man-
aged succession
after Nehru.

34

Aug–Sep 1965 India–PakistanWar Punjab, Kashmir,
Rajasthan

Shastri; Ayub Khan;
armed forces

Pakistan’s infiltra-
tion fails to trigger
a Kashmir uprising;
war expands.

34

1965 Food Corporation
and Agricultural
Prices Commission
created

India Union government Builds procurement
and minimum-price
institutions for food
security.

34

10–11 Jan 1966 Tashkent Declara-
tion; Shastri dies

Tashkent Shastri; Ayub Khan;
Soviet mediation

Restores positions
and abruptly cre-
ates another suc-
cession.

34

24 Jan 1966 Indira Gandhi be-
comes prime minis-
ter

Delhi Indira Gandhi;
Congress

Party managers’
candidate soon
centralizes author-
ity independently.

34

1966–67 Devaluation and
new agricultural
strategy

India Indira government;
agricultural scien-
tists

External adjust-
ment is politically
costly; high-yield
strategy raises
output unevenly.

34

Feb–Mar 1967 Fourth general
election

India Congress; opposi-
tion parties

Congress survives
nationally but loses
dominance in sev-
eral states.

34
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Jul–Nov 1969 Bank nationaliza-
tion, presidential
contest, Congress
split

Delhi Indira Gandhi; V.V.
Giri; Congress
Syndicate

Popular economic
initiative helps cre-
ate leader-centered
Congress (R).

34

Mar 1971 Congress (R) wins
general election

India Indira Gandhi “Garibi Hatao”
produces a direct
leader-electorate
mandate.

34

3–16 Dec 1971 India–Pakistan
War; Bangladesh
created

Eastern and west-
ern fronts; Dhaka

Indian, Pakistani,
and Bangladeshi
forces

Refugee and libera-
tion crisis ends with
Pakistani eastern
surrender.

34

2 Jul 1972 Simla Agreement Shimla Indira Gandhi; Zul-
fikar Ali Bhutto

Converts cease-
fire line into Line
of Control and
stresses bilateral
negotiation.

34

May 1974 Railway strike and
Pokhran nuclear
test

India; Rajasthan Railway unions;
George Fernandes;
Indira government

Labour confronta-
tion and strategic
assertion reveal dif-
ferent uses of state
power.

34

12–26 Jun 1975 Election verdict
followed by Emer-
gency proclama-
tion

Allahabad; Delhi Justice J.M.L.
Sinha; Indira
Gandhi; President

Legal-political crisis
becomes suspen-
sion of democratic
freedoms.

34

1976 Forty-second
Amendment en-
acted

India Parliament under
Emergency

Strengthens Cen-
tre and Parliament
while weakening in-
stitutional checks.

34
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Mar 1977 Janata wins elec-
tion; Morarji Desai
becomes prime
minister

India Janata Party; elec-
torate

Voters remove
an authoritarian
incumbent and
create first non-
Congress Union
government.

34

1978 Forty-fourth
Amendment en-
acted

India Janata government Reverses impor-
tant Emergency
changes and nar-
rows future emer-
gency grounds.

34

Jul 1979–Jan 1980 Janata falls; Charan
Singh’s short min-
istry; Indira returns

Delhi Morarji Desai; Cha-
ran Singh; Indira
Gandhi

Coalition fragmen-
tation restores
Congress (I).

34

1982–84 Punjab crisis inten-
sifies; Operation
Blue Star

Punjab Akali Dal; Jarnail
Singh Bhindran-
wale; Indian Army

Political break-
down culminates
in military entry
into Golden Temple
complex.

34

1982–83 Subaltern Stud-
ies begins; Sumit
Sarkar’sModern
India appears

India Ranajit Guha; Sumit
Sarkar

Reframes popular
autonomy while
renewing material
and ideological
analysis.

1

31 Oct–Dec 1984 Indira assassinated;
anti-Sikh violence;
Rajiv wins landslide

Delhi and India Indira and Rajiv
Gandhi; Congress;
mobs

Dynastic succes-
sion and communal
violence precede
404-seat mandate.

34, 35
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1985 Rajiv–Longowal and
Assam Accords;
anti-defection
amendment

Punjab, Assam,
India

Rajiv Gandhi; H.S.
Longowal; AASU;
Parliament

Negotiated regional
settlements accom-
pany regulation of
legislative defec-
tion.

35

1985–86 Shah Bano judg-
ment and Muslim
Women Act

Delhi Supreme Court;
Parliament;
women’s groups

Maintenance rights
become entangled
with personal law
and electoral com-
petition.

35

1986 Mizoram Accord Mizoram Laldenga; Union
government

Disarmament,
statehood, and
elections end a
major insurgency.

35

1987 Bofors allegations
and Indo-Sri Lanka
Accord

India; Sri Lanka Rajiv Gandhi; J.R.
Jayewardene; IPKF

Corruption claims
and intervention
weaken the govern-
ment.

35

1988–89 Voting age reduced
to 18; Congress
loses majority

India Parliament; Na-
tional Front

Electoral expan-
sion precedes
return of coalition-
dependent rule.

35

1989–93 Major synthetic
and postcolonial
interpretations
published

India Bipan Chandra and
colleagues; Partha
Chatterjee

Popular-nationalist
and cultural-
sovereignty frame-
works reshape
historical debate.

1
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Aug–Nov 1990 Mandal implemen-
tation, Rath Yatra,
V.P. Singh fall

India V.P. Singh; L.K. Ad-
vani; BJP

Caste represen-
tation and Hindu-
nationalist mobi-
lization restructure
competition.

35

21 May–Jul 1991 Rajiv assassinated;
Rao government
and economic re-
form begin

Tamil Nadu; Delhi LTTE bomber; P.V.
Narasimha Rao;
Manmohan Singh

Political shock coin-
cides with stabiliza-
tion and structural
liberalization.

35

6 Dec 1992 Babri Masjid demol-
ished

Ayodhya Kar sevaks; Sangh
organizations; gov-
ernments

Constitutional fail-
ure and communal
violence reshape
national politics.

35

1992–93 Seventy-third and
Seventy-fourth
Amendments com-
mence

India Parliament; pan-
chayats; municipali-
ties

Constitutionalize
elected rural and
urban local govern-
ment.

35

May 1996–Mar
1998

Vajpayee’s 13-day
ministry and two
United Front gov-
ernments

Delhi BJP; Deve
Gowda; I.K. Gujral;
Congress

Demonstrates
fragmented man-
date and outside-
support coalitions.

35

May 1998 Pokhran-II nuclear
tests; Pakistan
responds

Rajasthan and
Balochistan

Vajpayee govern-
ment; Pakistani
government

Open nucleariza-
tion alters security
and sanctions envi-
ronment.

35, 36

May–Jul 1999 Kargil conflict Ladakh Indian and Pak-
istani forces

Limited war occurs
under nuclear con-
ditions across the
Line of Control.

36
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Oct 1999 NDA wins workable
majority

India Vajpayee; NDA Begins a full-term
coalition frame-
work after unstable
ministries.

35, 36
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1999–2004 Vajpayee-led NDA
completes term

India A.B. Vajpayee; NDA Establishes coali-
tion durability and
advances highways,
telecom, and disin-
vestment.

36

Dec 1999 IC-814 hijacking Kandahar and air
route

Hijackers; Indian
government

Hostage crisis ends
with release of
three imprisoned
militants.

36

Dec 2001 Parliament at-
tacked

Delhi Armed attackers;
security forces

Produces India–
Pakistan military
mobilization and
counterterrorism
focus.

36

Feb–Mar 2002 Gujarat communal
violence

Gujarat State government;
police; Hindu and
Muslim communi-
ties

Mass violence
and accountability
disputes reshape
national political
debate.

36

2003 Nuclear doctrine
published; India–
Pakistan ceasefire
begins

India–Pakistan
strategic sphere
and Line of Control

Indian and Pak-
istani governments

Formalizes deter-
rence posture and
creates space for
renewed diplo-
macy.

36

May 2004 UPA forms govern-
ment

Delhi Congress; Man-
mohan Singh; UPA
partners

Electoral defeat
of NDA restores
Congress-led coali-
tion rule.

36
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2005; rural guaran-
tee from Feb 2006

RTI and rural em-
ployment laws en-
acted; employment
guarantee phased
in

India Parliament; civil-
society campaigns

Separates enact-
ment from imple-
mentation while
expanding trans-
parency and liveli-
hood rights.

36

2005 Domestic Violence
Act enacted; Na-
tional Rural Health
Mission launched

India Parliament; Health
Ministry

Expands civil pro-
tection and rural
public-health archi-
tecture.

36

2006 Forest Rights Act
enacted

India Adivasi and forest-
dwelling communi-
ties; Parliament

Recognizes individ-
ual and community
claims after histori-
cal dispossession.

36

2008 India–US civil nu-
clear arrangement
advances; Mumbai
attacks

International; Mum-
bai

UPA government;
NSG; attackers

Ends nuclear isola-
tion while terrorism
tests security insti-
tutions.

36

2009 UPA returned with
larger Congress
tally

India Manmohan Singh;
Congress

Reduces but does
not remove coali-
tion dependence.

36

2009–10 UIDAI created;
Right to Education
Act enacted and
commenced

India Union government;
Parliament

Digital identity
and elementary-
education enti-
tlement become
national projects.

36
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2010–12 Anti-corruption mo-
bilization and major
scandal controver-
sies

Delhi and India Anna Hazare move-
ment; UPA; inves-
tigative bodies

Weakens govern-
ment legitimacy
and expands de-
mand for institu-
tional accountabil-
ity.

36

Dec 2012–2013 Delhi gang-rape
protests and
criminal-law
amendment

Delhi and India Protesters; Justice
Verma Committee;
Parliament

Gendered violence
produces nation-
wide mobiliza-
tion and statutory
change.

36

2013 Food Security, land-
acquisition, and
Lokpal laws en-
acted

India Parliament; UPA Rights-oriented
welfare, compen-
sation safeguards,
and accountability
institutions expand.

36

May 2014 BJP wins 282 seats;
first Modi ministry
formed

India Narendra Modi;
BJP; NDA

Returns single-
party Lok Sabha
majority after three
decades.

36

2015 Planning Commis-
sion replaced by
NITI Aayog

Delhi Union government;
state governments

Recasts central
planning toward
policy coordination
and competitive
federalism.

36

8 Nov 2016 High-value ban-
knotes withdrawn

India Modi government;
Reserve Bank

Sudden monetary
action targets cash,
illicit wealth, and
formalization but
imposes disruption.

36



A
P
P
EN

D
IX
A
-M

A
STER

C
H
R
O
N
O
LO

G
Y

47
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1 Jul 2017 Goods and Ser-
vices Tax com-
mences

India GST Council; Union
and states

Creates a national
indirect-tax system
through federal
bargaining.

36

2018 Supreme Court
constitutional-
rights judgments

Delhi Supreme Court Privacy-linked,
equality, sexuality,
and institutional
questions reshape
public law.

36

Feb 2019 Pulwama attack
and Balakot strikes

Jammu and Kash-
mir; Pakistan

CRPF; Indian and
Pakistani govern-
ments

Terror attack pro-
duces overt cross-
border air action
and election-period
security politics.

36

23May 2019 BJP wins 303 seats India BJP; Narendra
Modi; Election
Commission

Strengthens single-
party majority and
opens a period of
accelerated central
action.

36, 37
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5–6 Aug 2019 Article 370 con-
stitutional orders
issued

Jammu and Kash-
mir

President; Parlia-
ment; Union govern-
ment

Changes constitu-
tional application;
distinct from territo-
rial reorganization.

37

31 Oct 2019 J&K Reorgani-
sation Act com-
mences

Jammu and Kash-
mir; Ladakh

Parliament; Union
administration

Creates J&K UT
with legislature and
Ladakh UT without
one.

31, 37

9 Nov 2019 Ayodhya title judg-
ment

Ayodhya Supreme Court;
litigants

Awards disputed
site for trust and
directs alternate
mosque land while
condemning illegal
acts.

37

12 Dec 2019; com-
menced 10 Jan
2020; rules 11 Mar
2024

Citizenship amend-
ment receives as-
sent, commences,
and later gains
application rules

India Parliament; Pres-
ident; HomeMin-
istry

Enactment, statu-
tory commence-
ment, and applica-
tion procedure are
distinct; law is not a
nationwide NRC.

37

Dec 2019–Mar
2020

CAA protests
spread

Assam, Delhi, uni-
versities and cities

Protest coalitions;
governments; po-
lice

Citizenship, equal-
ity, documentation,
and migration be-
comemass ques-
tions.

37

25Mar 2020 Nationwide COVID-
19 lockdown begins

India Union and state
governments

Containment ef-
fort exposes mi-
grant distress and
informal-sector
vulnerability.

37
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15 Jun 2020 Galwan Valley clash Eastern Ladakh Indian and Chinese
forces

Deadliest bilateral
border clash in
decades intensifies
LAC deployments.

37

Sep 2020 Three farm laws
enacted

India Parliament; Union
government

Alters trade, con-
tracts, and stock
rules and triggers
sustained mobiliza-
tion.

37

16 Jan 2021 National vaccina-
tion begins

India Health Ministry;
states; CoWIN

Launches mass
public-health and
digital-delivery
operation.

37

Apr–May 2021 Severe second
pandemic wave

India Health systems;
governments; com-
munities

Oxygen and hospi-
tal shortages reveal
uneven capacity.

37

30 Nov 2021 Farm Laws Repeal
Act enacted and
enforced

India Parliament; farm-
ers’ unions

Statutory repeal
reverses all three
2020 Acts after
protest.

37

28May 2023 New Parliament
building inaugu-
rated

Delhi Union government;
Parliament

Institutional sym-
bolism changes;
constitutional pow-
ers do not change
merely with the
building.

37

23 Aug 2023 Chandrayaan-3 soft
landing

Moon; mission
control in India

ISRO Achieves India’s
first lunar soft land-
ing.

37
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28 Sep 2023 Constitution (106th
Amendment) re-
ceives assent

India Parliament; Presi-
dent

Creates a women’s-
reservation frame-
work whose oper-
ation still requires
notified commence-
ment and census-
linked delimitation.

37

11 Dec 2023 Article 370 judg-
ment

Delhi Supreme Court Upholds operative
outcome, rejects
Article 367 device,
and leaves state-
hood question
open.

31, 37

22 Jan 2024 Ram temple conse-
cration

Ayodhya Temple trust; polit-
ical and religious
leaders

Later ceremony
remains distinct
from the 2019 civil-
title holding.

37

15 Feb 2024 Electoral-bonds
scheme invalidated

Delhi Supreme Court;
Election Commis-
sion; SBI

Links donation dis-
closure to voters’ in-
formation right and
rejects unlimited
corporate-funding
change.

37

Apr–Jun 2024 Eighteenth Lok
Sabha election

India Election Commis-
sion; parties; 97.98
crore electors

BJP falls to 240;
coalition support
again becomes
necessary.

37

9 Jun 2024 Third Modi ministry
sworn in

Delhi President; Naren-
dra Modi; NDA

Same prime minis-
ter begins term on
a different parlia-
mentary basis.

37
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1 Jul 2024 BNS, BNSS, and
BSA commence

India Police, courts, pros-
ecutors

New penal, proce-
dure, and evidence
codes enter force;
capacity effects
remain gradual.

37

22 Apr 2025 Pahalgam attack Jammu and Kash-
mir

Civilian victims;
attackers

Precipitates a ma-
jor India–Pakistan
crisis.

37

7–10 May 2025 Operation Sin-
door and military
exchanges; halt
agreed

India–Pakistan
theatres

Indian and Pak-
istani armed forces;
DGMOs

Chronology is es-
tablished, while
target and dam-
age claims require
attribution.

37

4 Jun 2025 Census 2027 de-
sign announced

India HomeMinistry;
Census organiza-
tion

Confirms two
phases, caste enu-
meration, and two
reference dates.

37

2026 Digital house-listing
implementation
begins

India Census field admin-
istration

Operational stage
begins without pro-
ducing population
results.

37

10 Aug 2026 Analytical cutoff India Republic of India J&K state-
hood, women’s-
reservation oper-
ation, and Census
2027 results re-
main unfinished at
cutoff.

37



Appendix B - Acts,
Regulations,
Commissions, Plans, and
Constitutional Proposals

This register separates binding law fromexecutive policy, inquiry
reports, negotiated pacts and proposals that never took effect.
Dates identify enactment, announcement, report or agreement;
commencement is stated separatelywhen it differs. “Proposed”
means the instrument influenced debate but did not itself be-
come law.

Company rule, 1757--1858
Statutes and regulations enacted

53
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Limitation/trap Chapter

Diwani grant 12 Aug 1765 Mughal emperor
Shah Alam II
after Buxar

Granted Com-
pany revenue
rights in Bengal,
Bihar and Orissa

Gave Company
a territorial fiscal
base

A grant, not a
British parlia-
mentary statute;
Nizamat formally
remained sepa-
rate

3

Regulating Act 1773; effective
1774

British Parlia-
ment responding
to Company
crisis

Governor-
General of Ben-
gal and council;
Supreme Court
at Calcutta; re-
strictions on
servants

First parliamen-
tary supervision
of Company
government

Did not create
a Governor-
General of all
India; jurisdic-
tional ambiguity
caused conflict

6

Act of Settle-
ment

1781 British Par-
liament after
executive-court
conflict

Limited Supreme
Court jurisdic-
tion; protected
revenue acts
and personal-law
adjudication

Reduced conflict
between court
and council

Also called the
Declaratory
Act; not a land
settlement

6

Pitt’s India Act 1784 British Parlia-
ment

Board of Control
supervised
political affairs;
Company
directors
retained com-
merce/patronage

Created dual
control from
London

“Dual” here con-
cerns British
oversight, not
Bengal’s 1765–
72 Dual Govern-
ment

6
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Cornwallis Code 1793 Governor-
General Cornwal-
lis’s regulations

Reorganised
revenue, civil
justice, police
and service rules

Built a rule-
bound colonial
bureaucracy

A regulatory
compilation,
not one parlia-
mentary act;
higher offices
remained racially
restricted

6

Permanent Set-
tlement

1793 Cornwallis gov-
ernment in Ben-
gal

Fixed Company
revenue demand
permanently;
recognised
zamindars as
proprietors

Created saleable
landlord rights
and stable nom-
inal state de-
mand

Cultivators did
not receive own-
ership; fixed
state demand
did not mean
fixed tenant rent

8

Charter Act 1793 British Parlia-
ment

Renewed Com-
pany privileges
for 20 years
and strength-
ened Governor-
General’s author-
ity

Continued
monopoly and
central direction

Do not confuse
with the more
transformative
1813 renewal

6

Wellesley’s press
regulations

1799 Executive
wartime regu-
lation

Pre-censorship
and identifica-
tion require-
ments

Established
security cen-
sorship during
French wars

Executive regula-
tion, not the later
1823 licensing
regime

10
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Charter Act 1813 British Parlia-
ment

Ended Company
trade monopoly
except tea and
China; permitted
missionaries;
earmarked₹1
lakh for educa-
tion

Opened Indian
trade and for-
malised educa-
tional responsi-
bility

Company rule
and China/tea
monopoly contin-
ued

4, 9, 10

Bengal Sati Regu-
lation XVII

1829 Bentinck’s Ben-
gal government

Declared par-
ticipation in sati
culpable homi-
cide

Criminalised
sati in Bengal
Presidency; later
extended

Did not by itself
end the practice
everywhere;
upheld by Privy
Council in 1832

11

John Adam’s
press regula-
tions

1823 Acting Governor-
General

Required licence
to operate a
press

Enabled exec-
utive closure
and provoked
Rammohan Roy’s
protest

Licensing, not
merely registra-
tion

10

Regulation VII,
Mahalwari basis

1822 Bengal
Presidency/North-
Western
Provinces

Village or estate
assessment
after survey and
rights record

Established col-
lective revenue
responsibility in
much of north
India

Often misprinted
as 1922; imple-
mentation was
revised in 1833

8
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effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Charter Act 1833 British Parlia-
ment

Ended Com-
pany commerce;
made Governor-
General of Ben-
gal Governor-
General of India;
centralised leg-
islation; created
Law Commission

Converted Com-
pany into an
administrative
agency and cen-
tralised law

Took effect in
1834; did not
introduce open
competitive
civil-service
examinations

6

Bentinck educa-
tion resolution

7 Mar 1835 Executive de-
cision after
Macaulay’s
Minute

Directed edu-
cational funds
towards English
and European
learning

Marked official
Anglicist priority
at higher levels

Not the com-
plete educa-
tional system
later designed
byWood’s
Despatch

10

Metcalfe Press
Act

1835 Governor-
General Met-
calfe

Replaced licens-
ing with decla-
ration of printer
and premises

Liberalised publi-
cation

Accountability
remained; not
unrestricted
press freedom

10

Law Commission
and Indian Penal
Code draft

Commission
1834; draft 1837

First Law Com-
mission chaired
by Macaulay

Proposed cod-
ified criminal
law

Guided later
Penal Code

Draft was not en-
acted until 1860
under Crown
rule

6
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Charter Act 1853 British Parlia-
ment

Separated leg-
islative and ex-
ecutive coun-
cil functions;
opened path
to competitive
civil-service re-
cruitment

Further cen-
tralised legis-
lation and pro-
fessionalised
service

Last Charter Act;
Company rule
was not renewed
for a fixed 20-
year term

6

HinduWidows’
Remarriage Act

1856 Company legis-
lature; reform
campaign as-
sociated with
Vidyasagar

Legalised Hindu
widow remar-
riage and ad-
dressed inher-
itance conse-
quences

Removed formal
legal prohibition

Social accep-
tance remained
limited; remar-
riage could af-
fect claims to
deceased hus-
band’s estate

11

General Service
Enlistment Act

1856 Company gov-
ernment

Required new
Bengal Army re-
cruits to accept
overseas service
where ordered

Intensified sepoy
fears over caste
and service

Applied to new
recruits, not
retrospectively
to every serving
sepoy

13
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Dual Govern-
ment in Bengal

1765–72 Clive-era Com-
pany arrange-
ment

Company con-
trolled revenue
while nawab’s of-
ficers nominally
administered

Separated fiscal
power from pub-
lic responsibility

Ended byWarren
Hastings in 1772

3

Subsidiary Al-
liance system

Developed
1798–1805

Governor-
General Welles-
ley

Ruler accepted
Company
troops, paid
subsidy/ceded
territory and
restricted diplo-
macy

Converted allies
into dependent
states and ex-
panded strategic
control

Not a single
statute or uni-
form treaty; Hy-
derabad’s 1798
alliance was an
early major case

5

Ryotwari system Experiments
from 1792; major
expansion after
1820

Alexander Read,
Thomas Munro
and presidency
governments

Direct periodic
settlement with
individual cultiva-
tors

Removed za-
mindar interme-
diary in much
of Madras and
Bombay

“Proprietor” re-
mained subject
to high revisable
revenue and
state coercion

8

Mahalwari sys-
tem

1822; revised
1833

Holt Macken-
zie/Merttins Bird
framework

Revenue settle-
ment with village
estate or ma-
hal, periodically
revised

Made village
bodies jointly
responsible in
north and central
India

Not communal
ownership in a
simple egalitar-
ian sense; as-
sessments were
often excessive

8

Doctrine of
Lapse

Applied espe-
cially 1848–56

Dalhousie gov-
ernment

Refused adopted
heirs for suc-
cession to se-
lected depen-
dent states

Enabled annex-
ations including
Satara, Jhansi
and Nagpur

Awadh was an-
nexed in 1856
for alleged mis-
government, not
lapse

5, 13
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Treaty of Alla-
habad

1765 Company, Shah
Alam II and
Shuja-ud-Daula
after Buxar

Confirmed Di-
wani and re-
stored Awadh
under indem-
nity/alliance

Secured Bengal
revenues and an
Awadh buffer

Diwani derived
fromMughal
grant, not out-
right annexation

3

Treaty of Madras 1769 Company and
Haidar Ali

Restored con-
quests and
promised mu-
tual assistance

Ended First
Anglo-Mysore
War

Company failure
to aid Mysore
later became a
grievance

5

Treaty of Salbai Signed 1782;
ratified 1783

Company and
Maratha parties

Recognised
Madhavrao II,
retained Salsette
for Company,
restored most
gains

Ended First
Anglo-Maratha
War and brought
long western
peace

Not a decisive
British military
victory

5

Treaty of Manga-
lore

1784 Company and
Tipu Sultan

Mutual resti-
tution of con-
quests and pris-
oners

Ended Second
Anglo-Mysore
War on broadly
equal terms

Distinguish from
1792 Seringap-
atam settlement

5

Treaty of Seringa-
patam

1792 Tipu, Company,
Hyderabad and
Marathas

Mysore ceded
about half its
territory and
paid indemnity

Greatly reduced
Mysore

Fourth war and
Tipu’s death
came in 1799

5

Treaty of Bassein 1802 Company and
Peshwa Baji Rao
II

Subsidiary force
and restricted
diplomacy

Triggered Sec-
ond Anglo-
MarathaWar

Signed by
Peshwa, not
accepted as le-
gitimate by all
Maratha chiefs

5
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Treaty of Amrit-
sar

1809 Company and
Ranjit Singh

Sutlej bound-
ary limited Sikh
expansion east-
ward

Stabilised
Company-Sikh
frontier

Different from
the 1846 treaty
after First Anglo-
Sikh War

5

Treaties of
Lahore and
Bhairowal

1846 Company and
Lahore state

Cessions, indem-
nity, army limits
and British res-
ident/regency
control

Reduced Sikh
sovereignty after
First Anglo-Sikh
War

Punjab annex-
ation followed
only after the
SecondWar in
1849

5
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Macaulay’s
Minute on Ed-
ucation

2 Feb 1835 Member of
Governor-
General’s Coun-
cil

Argued for En-
glish and Eu-
ropean higher
learning

Influenced
Bentinck’s bind-
ing resolution

A
minute/recommendation,
not an act; En-
glish demand
predated it

10

Wood’s
Despatch

1854 Court of Direc-
tors to Govern-
ment of India

Departments,
graded schools,
universities,
grants-in-aid and
teacher training

Blueprint for
colonial educa-
tional administra-
tion

Executive
despatch, not
a parliamentary
statute; imple-
mentation re-
mained unequal

10

Inam Commis-
sion

1852 onward Bombay/Company
inquiry

Investigated tax-
free land titles

Resumption of
many grants
increased inse-
curity

Commission
procedure, not
one pan-Indian
land act

13
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Crown rule, 1858--1947
Statutes and binding regulations
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Government of
India Act

1858; com-
menced 1 Nov
1858

British Parlia-
ment after Revolt

Ended Company
rule; Secretary of
State and India
Council; Crown-
appointed
Governor-
General/Viceroy

Centralised im-
perial respon-
sibility in the
British cabinet

Queen’s Procla-
mation accompa-
nied commence-
ment but was a
declaration, not
the statute

14

Indian Penal
Code

Enacted 1860;
commenced 1
Jan 1862

Imperial Leg-
islative Council;
based on Law
Commission
draft

Codified criminal
offences and
punishments

Created uniform
criminal law
across British
India

Section 124A
sedition was in-
serted in 1870,
not part of the
original com-
mencement text

14

Indian Councils
Act

1861 British Parlia-
ment

Restored leg-
islative councils;
nominated In-
dians; portfolio
system; legisla-
tive decentralisa-
tion

Began limited
association of
Indian elites

Nomination, not
representative
government;
executive re-
mained unac-
countable

14, 16

Indian High
Courts Act

1861; courts
opened 1862

British Parlia-
ment

Replaced
Supreme and
Sadar courts at
Calcutta, Bom-
bay and Madras

Unified crown
and Company ju-
dicial hierarchies

Did not create
the Federal
Court, which
began in 1937

14
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Police Act 1861 Imperial legisla-
ture after Revolt

Provincial
inspector-
general, district
superintendents
and constabu-
lary

Built centralised
coercive police
structure

Designed for
order and ex-
ecutive control,
not democratic
accountability

14

Indian Forest
Acts

1865 and 1878 Imperial legisla-
ture and Forest
Department
expansion

Asserted state
control and
classified re-
served/protected/village
forests

Restricted cus-
tomary grazing,
shifting cultiva-
tion and forest
use

1878 was much
more intrusive
than 1865; both
were later con-
solidated in 1927

12, 26

Press and Regis-
tration of Books
Act

1867 Imperial legisla-
ture

Declarations,
printer/publisher
identification
and deposit

Created per-
manent print
registry

Registration is
not the same as
pre-censorship;
amended frame-
work continued
after indepen-
dence

10, 14

Section 124A,
Indian Penal
Code

1870 Imperial legisla-
ture

Criminalised
attempts to ex-
cite disaffection
against govern-
ment

Principal sedi-
tion weapon
against national-
ists

Added ten years
after IPC enact-
ment; Supreme
Court sus-
pended pending
reconsidera-
tion in 2022 and
the IPC was re-
placed from 1 Jul
2024

10, 18
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Criminal Tribes
Act

1871 Imperial legisla-
ture

Notified entire
communities
as “criminal,”
imposed reg-
istration and
surveillance

Institutionalised
hereditary
stigma and coer-
cive settlement

Repealed in
1952; denotifi-
cation did not
erase police
stigma

12, 14

Indian Evidence
Act

1872; com-
menced 1 Sep
1872

Imperial legisla-
ture

Codified admis-
sibility and proof
rules

Standardised
courtroom evi-
dence

Procedural code,
not a constitu-
tional rights char-
ter; replaced
from 1 Jul 2024

14

Indian Contract
Act

1872 Imperial legisla-
ture

Codified general
contract princi-
ples

Supported com-
mercial legal
uniformity

Later sale, part-
nership and
other fields re-
ceived separate
statutes

14

Dramatic Perfor-
mances Act

1876 Imperial legisla-
ture amid nation-
alist theatre

Allowed prohi-
bition of scan-
dalous or sedi-
tious perfor-
mances

Extended cen-
sorship beyond
newspapers

Colonial central
act was repealed
in 2018; some
state frame-
works differed

10, 18

Vernacular Press
Act

1878 Lytton govern-
ment

Bonds, forfeiture
and magistrate
control over
Indian-language
press; English
exempt

Made language-
specific repres-
sion a nationalist
issue

Repealed in
1882; do not
confuse with all-
language 1910
securities

10, 16



70
M
O
D
ER

N
IN
D
IA

C
O
M
PA

N
IO
N

Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect
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Indian Arms Act 1878 Lytton govern-
ment

Licensing
for posses-
sion/manufacture
of arms with
discriminatory
exemp-
tions/practice

Symbolised
racial inequality

Replaced by
Arms Act 1959
after indepen-
dence

14, 16

Deccan Agri-
culturists Relief
Act

1879 Bombay Pres-
idency after
Deccan riots

Special debt
procedures and
protection for
agriculturists

Recognised rural
credit distress

Did not abolish
debt or high rev-
enue; limited
region and cate-
gories

8, 12

Indian Factory
Act

1881 Imperial legis-
lature; factory
inquiry and Lan-
cashire pressure

Limited child
labour and re-
quired basic
safety in covered
factories

Began industrial
labour regulation

Narrow cover-
age; did not
regulate adult
male hours or
plantation labour

9, 14

Bengal Tenancy
Act

1885 Bengal govern-
ment after agrar-
ian inquiry

Recorded occu-
pancy rights and
regulated some
rents

Gave selected
tenants legal
protection

Implementation
and landlord
evasion limited
reach

8, 12

Indian Councils
Act

1892 British Parlia-
ment

Enlarged
councils; indi-
rect nomina-
tion/election
elements; bud-
get discussion
and questions

Expanded public
criticism inside
councils

No responsible
government;
“election” was
not openly con-
ceded in statu-
tory language

16, 17
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Indian Factory
Act

1891 Imperial legisla-
ture

Raised child
age, limited
women/child
hours, weekly
holiday

Broadened
labour protec-
tion

Adult male hours
remained largely
unregulated

9, 14

Age of Consent
Act

1891 Imperial legisla-
ture amid reform-
orthodoxy de-
bate

Raised age of
consent for girls
from 10 to 12,
including within
marriage

Made child mar-
riage and colo-
nial social inter-
vention national
controversies

Did not establish
a general mini-
mummarriage
age of 12

15

Land Acquisition
Act

1894 Imperial legisla-
ture

Compulsory
acquisition for
public purpose
with compensa-
tion

Enabled infras-
tructure and
state projects

Colonial public-
purpose and
compensation
model was re-
placed in 2013

14, 33

Indian Universi-
ties Act

1904 Curzon gov-
ernment after
Raleigh Commis-
sion

Tighter affiliation,
inspection, sen-
ate control; sup-
port for teach-
ing/research

Improved over-
sight while ex-
panding official
power

Reform and polit-
ical surveillance
coexisted

10, 18

Indian Official
Secrets Act

1904 Curzon govern-
ment

Penalised unau-
thorised official
information and
prohibited areas

Strengthened
secrecy dur-
ing nationalist
growth

Replaced by
broader Official
Secrets Act 1923

18

Newspapers
(Incitement to
Offences) Act

1908 Swadeshi-era
repression

Confiscation
where publica-
tions incited mur-
der or specified
offences

Targeted revolu-
tionary advocacy

Repealed in 1921 10, 18



72
M
O
D
ER

N
IN
D
IA

C
O
M
PA

N
IO
N

Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Explosive Sub-
stances Act

1908 Revolutionary
activity

Severe penalties
for unlawful
explosions and
possession

Expanded prose-
cution of armed
networks

Distinct from
press-control
statutes

18, 19

Criminal Law
Amendment Act

1908 Swadeshi/revolutionary
repression

Enabled declara-
tion of associa-
tions as unlawful
and special pro-
cedures

Targeted sami-
tis and under-
ground organisa-
tions

Not the same as
later criminal-law
amendments
bearing similar
short title

18, 19

Indian Councils
Act, Morley-
Minto Reforms

1909 British Parlia-
ment

Enlarged coun-
cils, indirect
elections, sep-
arate Muslim
electorates; In-
dian on Viceroy’s
Executive Coun-
cil

Institutionalised
communal elec-
torates and
wider debate

No cabinet re-
sponsibility; en-
acted 1909 and
implemented
through regula-
tions/elections
thereafter

18, 19

Indian Press Act 1910 Imperial legisla-
ture

Securities, forfei-
ture and seizure
for broadly objec-
tionable matter

Financially dis-
abled many na-
tionalist papers

Repealed in 1921 10, 19

Defence of India
Act

1915 First World War
emergency

Special tribunals,
detention and
restrictions

Suppressed
Ghadar and
wartime revolu-
tionary activity

Temporary
wartime law;
influenced later
Rowlatt propos-
als

19
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Government of
India Act

1919; dyarchy
commenced
1921

British Parlia-
ment, Montagu-
Chelmsford
reforms

Dyarchy in
provinces; en-
larged legisla-
tures; separate
electorates ex-
tended; bicam-
eral centre

Increased elec-
tions and minis-
terial experience

Central execu-
tive remained
unaccountable;
reserved sub-
jects limited
provincial minis-
ters

19, 21, 22

Anarchical and
Revolutionary
Crimes Act,
Rowlatt Act

Mar 1919 Imperial legisla-
ture after Sedi-
tion Committee

Continued deten-
tion and special
procedures be-
yond wartime

Triggered all-
India satyagraha

Commonly singu-
lar “Rowlatt Act”;
one bill passed
despite unan-
imous Indian
opposition

21

Jallianwala
Bagh in-
quiry/Indemnity
Act

1920 Imperial legisla-
ture after Punjab
martial law

Protected many
officials from le-
gal proceedings
for martial-law
acts

Deepened sense
of denied ac-
countability

Distinguish
statute from
Hunter Commit-
tee inquiry

21

Trade Unions Act 1926; com-
menced 1 Jun
1927

Central legisla-
ture amid labour
growth

Registration
and limited
civil/criminal
immunities

Legalised stable
union organisa-
tion

Registration
did not guaran-
tee bargaining
rights; substan-
tially amended
over time

22, 26
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Indian Forest Act 1927 Central legisla-
ture

Consolidated
forest classifica-
tion, transit and
offence rules

Continued
centralised
commercial-
conservation
regime

Did not restore
customary own-
ership; post-
independence
forest rights
changed through
later law

12, 26

Public Safety
Act/ordinance
route

Bill defeated
1928; ordinance
1929

Government
targeting for-
eign communist
influence

Enabled exclu-
sion/deportation
of alleged sub-
versives

Circumvented
elected defeat

The 1928 Public
Safety Bill itself
was not enacted
by the Assembly

22

Trade Disputes
Act

1929 Central legisla-
ture after strike
wave

Restricted
strikes in pub-
lic utility services
and created dis-
pute machinery

Curbed militant
labour action

Not the post-
independence
Industrial Dis-
putes Act 1947

22

Child Marriage
Restraint Act,
Sarda Act

1929; effective 1
Apr 1930

Central legisla-
ture; Harbilas
Sarda initiative

Set minimum
marriage ages at
14 for girls and
18 for boys, later
raised

First all-India
statutory re-
straint on child
marriage

Penalised
contract-
ing/solemnising
rather than auto-
matically voiding
every marriage

15, 22

Indian Press
(Emergency
Powers) Act

1931 Civil Disobedi-
ence repression

Securities, forfei-
ture and seizure

Restored co-
ercive press
controls

Different from
the repealed
1910 Act

10, 24

Reserve Bank of
India Act

1934; RBI began
1 Apr 1935

Central legisla-
ture

Established
central bank for
currency, credit
and reserves

Created mone-
tary institution
later nation-
alised

RBI started be-
fore provincial
autonomy and
was privately
owned until 1949

25, 33
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Government of
India Act

1935; provincial
autonomy com-
menced 1 Apr
1937

British Parlia-
ment after
Round Tables
andWhite Paper

Provincial auton-
omy; proposed
federation; three
legislative lists;
Federal Court;
expanded fran-
chise

Enabled 1937
ministries and
durable federal-
administrative
architecture

All-India fed-
eration never
commenced;
central dyarchy
provisions never
operated

25, 29, 32

Defence of India
Act and Rules

1939 SecondWorld
War emergency

Detention, cen-
sorship, requi-
sition and eco-
nomic controls

Equipped
wartime repres-
sion, including
Quit India sup-
pression

Extraordinary
wartime regime,
not the 1915
statute

27
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Queen Victoria’s
Proclamation

1 Nov 1858 Crown transfer
ceremony at
Allahabad

Promised re-
ligious non-
interference,
equal legal treat-
ment and re-
spect for princes

Recast imperial
legitimacy after
Revolt

Declaration
of policy, not
enforceable
equality; racial
exclusion per-
sisted

14

Ripon local self-
government
resolution

1882 Viceroy’s execu-
tive policy

Expanded
elected non-
official partic-
ipation in mu-
nicipal/district
boards

Training ground
for local politics

Fiscal and of-
ficial control
remained strong

14, 16

Ilbert Bill and
compromise

Introduced 1883;
amended law
1884

Ripon govern-
ment and Euro-
pean opposition

Original bill al-
lowed senior
Indian judges to
try Europeans;
compromise
added jury safe-
guards sought
by Europeans

Exposed or-
ganised racial
privilege and
energised Indian
politics

The original
equality pro-
posal was not
enacted intact

14, 16

Partition of Ben-
gal order

Announced 19
Jul; effective 16
Oct 1905

Curzon govern-
ment’s executive
reorganisation

Created East-
ern Bengal and
Assam and en-
larged western
Bengal with
Bihar-Orissa

Triggered
Swadeshi and
boycott

Administrative
order, not par-
liamentary
act; annulled
in 1911 with a
new provincial
map

18
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Annulment and
capital-transfer
announcement

12 Dec 1911 Delhi Dur-
bar/Crown ex-
ecutive decision

Reunited Bengali-
speaking Ben-
gal, created
Bihar-Orissa and
Assam arrange-
ments, moved
capital to Delhi

Met anti-
partition de-
mand while al-
tering imperial
geography

Capital shift
and provincial
changes meant
no return to the
exact pre-1905
order

18

Education resolu-
tion

1913 Government of
India

Accepted
broader state
responsibility
and primary ex-
pansion

Marked move-
ment beyond
filtration

Rejected imme-
diate universal
compulsory
schooling

10

Montagu Decla-
ration

20 Aug 1917 Secretary of
State for India

Promised pro-
gressive realisa-
tion of responsi-
ble government
within empire

Made responsi-
ble government
an official goal

No timetable
or immediate
responsibility;
implemented
only partially in
1919 Act

19

August Offer 8 Aug 1940 Viceroy Linlith-
gow during war

Postwar con-
stitution body,
dominion objec-
tive, expanded
executive and
minority assur-
ance

Strengthened
minority veto
and prompted
Individual Satya-
graha

No immediate
responsible
government; an
offer, not an act

27
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Wavell Plan Jun 1945 Viceroy before
Simla Confer-
ence

Reconstituted
Executive Coun-
cil with Indian
members and
parity formula

Attempted in-
terim power-
sharing

Failed at Simla
over League
claim to nomi-
nate all Muslim
members

29
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Committees and commissions: reports, not statutes
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Hunter Educa-
tion Commission

1882 Government edu-
cation inquiry

Vernacular pri-
mary education,
local bodies, lit-
erary/vocational
secondary
streams

Redirected atten-
tion to primary
schooling

Recommendations
lacked adequate
finance

10

Aitchison Com-
mission

1886–87 Public services
inquiry

Classified impe-
rial/provincial/subordinate
services and
considered In-
dian recruitment

Reorganised
services

Did not estab-
lish full racial
equality or si-
multaneous ICS
examination

14, 16

Welby Commis-
sion

1895–1900 Royal Commis-
sion on Indian
expenditure

Examined alloca-
tion of imperial
costs and Home
Charges

Publicised na-
tionalist fiscal
evidence

Did not end drain
or give India bud-
get sovereignty

17

Raleigh Commis-
sion

1902 Curzon’s univer-
sity inquiry

Recommended
stronger super-
vision, teaching
and research

Led to 1904
Universities Act

Report itself had
no binding force

10

Decentralization
Commission

1907–09 Royal Commis-
sion

Recommended
stronger lo-
cal/provincial
administration

Informed de-
centralisation
debate

Executive and
fiscal centralisa-
tion persisted

14

Sedition Com-
mittee, Rowlatt
Committee

1918 Justice Sidney
Rowlatt chair

Investigated
revolutionary
conspiracies and
proposed emer-
gency powers

Led to Rowlatt
legislation

Committee re-
port is distinct
from the 1919
Act

19, 21
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Hunter Disorders
Inquiry Commit-
tee

1919–20 Government in-
quiry into Punjab

Investigated
disturbances
and official force

Criticised Dyer;
exposed British-
Indian disagree-
ment

Did not crim-
inally prose-
cute Dyer or
fully address
wider martial-law
regime

21

Sadler Commis-
sion

1917–19 Calcutta Univer-
sity inquiry

Twelve-year
school, inter-
mediate stage,
three-year de-
gree, teaching
universities

Influenced
university-school
structure

Wider recom-
mendations
exceeded its Cal-
cutta title but re-
quired separate
implementation

10

Lee Commission 1923–24 Superior civil
services inquiry

Recommended
increasing In-
dian share and
Public Service
Commission

Accelerated
service Indianisa-
tion

Protected Eu-
ropean recruit-
ment during
transition

14, 22

Butler Commit-
tee

1927–29 Indian States
Committee

Examined
Crown-princely
relations and
paramountcy

Preserved direct
Crown relation-
ship with princes

Rejected auto-
matic transfer of
paramountcy to
a future Indian
government

25, 31

Hartog Commit-
tee

1929 Auxiliary educa-
tion committee
of Simon frame-
work

Quality, reten-
tion, four-year
primary course
and reduced
wastage

Shifted focus
from rapid ex-
pansion to con-
solidation

Quality argu-
ment could jus-
tify delaying
mass access

10
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Royal Commis-
sion on Labour,
Whitley Commis-
sion

1929–31 Labour condi-
tions inquiry

Investigated
wages, hours,
housing,
women/children
and industrial
relations

Documented
industrial ex-
ploitation and
encouraged
regulation

Recommendations
were gradual
and did not
establish collec-
tive bargaining
power

22, 26

Simon Commis-
sion

Appointed 1927;
report 1930

Statutory com-
mission under
1919 Act

Reviewed consti-
tution; proposed
provincial auton-
omy and federal
development

Boycott unified
nationalists; fed
later reforms

All-British mem-
bership; report
did not itself en-
act 1935 system

23

Indian Statu-
tory Commis-
sion/Joint Select
Committee pro-
cess

1930–34 British constitu-
tional review

Round Tables,
White Paper and
parliamentary
scrutiny

Produced 1935
Act framework

Multi-stage pro-
cess; no single
conference doc-
ument was law

23, 25

Sapru Commit-
tee

1944–45 Non-party consti-
tutional inquiry

Proposed Union,
minority safe-
guards and par-
ity compromises

Influenced late
constitutional
debate

Private commit-
tee; proposals
were not en-
acted

29
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National movement: programmes, pacts,
plans, and constitutional proposals
These instruments shaped political claims but were not imperial
statutes unless a later law expressly adopted them.

Congress andmovement programmes
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Congress swaraj,
swadeshi, boy-
cott and national
education resolu-
tions

Dec 1906 Calcutta
Congress un-
der Naoroji

Four-part pro-
gramme with
deliberately
broad meanings

Temporarily
united Moder-
ates and mili-
tants

Congress res-
olutions, not
binding law;
scope of boy-
cott remained
disputed

18

Congress-
League Lucknow
Pact

Dec 1916 Joint constitu-
tional agreement

Expanded
elected ma-
jorities and
accepted
separate elec-
torates/weightage

Achieved tempo-
rary Congress-
League unity

Congress con-
cession insti-
tutionalised
communal repre-
sentation

19

Calcutta and
Nagpur Non-
Cooperation
resolutions

Sep and Dec
1920

Special and
annual Congress
sessions

Boycott for Pun-
jab/Khilafat/swaraj;
linguistic com-
mittees,
four-anna
membership
andWorking
Committee

Converted
Congress into
continuous mass
organisation

Political pro-
gramme, not a
constitutional
amendment

21

Bardoli resolu-
tion

12 Feb 1922 CongressWork-
ing Committee
after Chauri
Chaura

Suspended
mass civil dis-
obedience and
emphasised con-
structive work

Ended imme-
diate Non-
Cooperation
escalation

Suspension
decision, not
state repression
or a pact

21

Swarajist mani-
festo

Oct 1923 Congress-
Khilafat Swarajya
Party

Council entry,
obstruction and
self-government
demand

Turned legisla-
tures into arenas
of anti-imperial
criticism

Did not accept
office under
dyarchy as its
original aim

22



8
6

M
O
D
ER

N
IN
D
IA

C
O
M
PA

N
IO
N

Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect
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Madras
Congress res-
olution

Dec 1927 Congress re-
sponse to Simon
Commission

Boycott com-
mission and
assert national
constitution-
making

Prepared all-
parties drafting
effort

Not the Nehru
Report itself

23

Independence
for India League
programme

1928 Jawaharlal
Nehru, Subhas
Bose and left
nationalists

Complete inde-
pendence rather
than dominion
status

Pressured
Congress to-
wards purna
swaraj

Organisational
platform, not
state instrument

23

Lahore Congress
resolution

Dec 1929 Congress un-
der Jawaharlal
Nehru

Purna swaraj;
boycott councils;
civil disobedi-
ence authorisa-
tion

Made complete
independence
official Congress
goal

26 January 1930
observance
did not itself
create legal
independence

23, 24

Gandhi’s eleven
demands

Jan 1930 Ultimatum be-
fore Civil Disobe-
dience

Salt, revenue, ex-
change, military
spending, textile
and civil-liberty
demands

Connected
swaraj to ma-
terial grievances

Negotiating
demands, not en-
acted package

24

Karachi Resolu-
tion

Mar 1931 Congress after
Gandhi-Irwin
Pact

Fundamental
rights, labour
protections,
secular equality
and economic
programme

Linked political
freedom to so-
cial democracy

Congress com-
mitment, not
directly enforce-
able law

24, 32

Wardha basic-
education
scheme

1937; Zakir Hu-
sain report 1938

Congress edu-
cation confer-
ence/committee

Free craft-
centred edu-
cation through
mother tongue

Proposed na-
tionalist alterna-
tive to colonial
schooling

Limited imple-
mentation; not
the later consti-
tutional right to
education

10, 25
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

National Plan-
ning Committee

Established
1938; reports
during 1940s

Congress under
Subhas Bose;
Nehru chair

Surveyed indus-
try, agriculture,
labour and na-
tional develop-
ment

Prepared intel-
lectual basis for
postwar plan-
ning

Committee vi-
sion, not a Five-
Year Plan

25, 33

Individual Satya-
graha pro-
gramme

1940–41 Gandhi/Congress
after August
Offer

Selected anti-
war speech and
voluntary arrest

Asserted free ex-
pression without
mass revolt

Movement plan,
not constitu-
tional proposal

27

Quit India resolu-
tion

8 Aug 1942 AICC at Bombay Immediate
British with-
drawal and
mass non-violent
struggle

Made indepen-
dence imme-
diate and trig-
gered decen-
tralised rebellion

Leaders were
arrested be-
fore planned
direction; not
an invitation to
Japan

27
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Gandhi-Irwin
Pact

5 Mar 1931 Congress and
Viceroy before
Second Round
Table Confer-
ence

Suspended Civil
Disobedience;
released many
non-violent pris-
oners; permitted
limited salt mak-
ing; Congress
attended confer-
ence

Recognised
Congress as
negotiating party

Did not com-
mute Bhagat
Singh’s sentence
or concede inde-
pendence

24

Poona Pact 24 Sep 1932 Ambedkar and
caste-Hindu
leaders under
Gandhi’s fast

Replaced sepa-
rate Dalit elec-
torates with
reserved seats in
joint electorates;
increased seat
number

Structured later
legislative reser-
vation

Agreement un-
der extreme
moral pres-
sure; distinct
from Communal
Award

24, 26

Rajagopalachari
Formula

1944 C. Ra-
jagopalachari
proposal for
Gandhi-Jinnah
talks

League support
for indepen-
dence; post-
war plebiscite
in contiguous
Muslim-majority
districts; com-
mon agreements

Opened direct
discussion of
Pakistan princi-
ple

Rejected by
Jinnah; never
enacted

29

Gandhi-Jinnah
talks

Sep 1944 Bilateral political
negotiation

Debated tim-
ing, unit and
sovereignty of
Pakistan

Clarified irrecon-
cilable positions

Talks produced
no pact

29
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Desai-Liaquat
understanding

1945 Bhulabhai Desai
and Liaquat Ali
Khan

Proposed equal
Congress-
League represen-
tation in interim
executive

Anticipated par-
ity discussions

Unratified and
disputed by
party leadership;
not implemented

29
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effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Commonwealth
of India Bill

1925 Annie Besant
and Indian con-
stitutional ad-
vocates; intro-
duced privately
in Britain

Proposed
dominion-style
self-government

Prefigured
Indian-authored
constitutional
proposals

Private bill; not
enacted

23

Nehru Report Aug 1928 All Parties Con-
ference commit-
tee chaired by
Motilal Nehru

Dominion status,
parliamentary
federation, joint
electorates with
reservations,
rights

First major
Indian-authored
constitutional
design

Rejected by sec-
tions including
League factions
and younger
independence
advocates

23

Jinnah’s Four-
teen Points

Mar 1929 Muslim League
response to
Nehru Report

Federal resid-
uary provincial
power, sepa-
rate electorates,
one-third Muslim
centre repre-
sentation and
safeguards

Became bench-
mark of Muslim
constitutional
claims

Political de-
mands, not
legislation

23, 29

Communal
Award

16 Aug 1932 British Prime
Minister Ramsay
MacDonald

Allocated com-
munal elec-
torates and
representation,
including sepa-
rate Depressed
Classes elec-
torate

Intensified rep-
resentation con-
flict

Executive award;
Dalit provision re-
placed by Poona
Pact compro-
mise

24
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

August Offer 1940 British wartime
proposal

Postwar body,
dominion objec-
tive and minority
assurance

League gained
veto-like lever-
age

No immediate
power; rejected
by Congress

27, 29

Cripps proposals Mar–Apr 1942 British War Cabi-
net mission

Postwar do-
minion, con-
stituent body,
provincial non-
accession and
treaty; British
wartime defence

Formally con-
ceded right
to leave Com-
monwealth and
constitution-
making

Rejected; never
commenced;
province option
was not a fully
defined Pakistan

27, 29

C.R. Formula 1944 Rajagopalachari Conditional
plebiscite-based
partition after
independence

Sought
Congress-
League bridge

No agreement
and no statutory
force

29

Wavell Plan Jun 1945 Viceroy Indianised exec-
utive with caste-
Hindu/Muslim
parity

Led to Simla
Conference

Failed over
League
monopoly claim

29

Cabinet Mission
Plan

16 May 1946 British Cabinet
Mission

Union for de-
fence, foreign
affairs and
communica-
tions; provincial
groups; con-
stituent assem-
bly

Avoided
sovereign Pak-
istan while pre-
serving weak
centre/group
autonomy

Congress and
League inter-
preted group-
ing differently;
long-term plan
collapsed

29, 30, 32
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Cabinet Mis-
sion’s interim-
government
proposal

16 Jun 1946 Mission during
deadlock

Proposed repre-
sentative interim
executive

Led indirectly to
interim govern-
ment

Distinct from 16
May constitu-
tional plan

29, 30

Attlee statement 20 Feb 1947 British prime
minister

Transfer power
by June 1948;
Mountbatten
appointed

Set terminal
deadline and
intensified deci-
sions

Deadline was
later advanced
to August 1947

30

Mountbatten
Plan

3 Jun 1947 Viceroy and
British govern-
ment with major
parties

Partition of
British India;
Punjab/Bengal
votes; referen-
dums; transfer to
two dominions

Became political
basis of Indepen-
dence Act

Plan was not it-
self the statute;
princely states
were not auto-
matically parti-
tioned

30, 31
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Bombay Plan 1944–45 Leading Indian
industrialists

Large state-
guided invest-
ment, infrastruc-
ture and social
expenditure with
private enter-
prise

Demonstrated
business sup-
port for planning

Private plan; not
socialist aboli-
tion of private
capital and not
adopted verba-
tim

33

People’s Plan 1944 M.N. Roy and In-
dian Federation
of Labour milieu

Agriculture-first
nationalisation
and mass con-
sumption

Alternative left
planning vision

Not a govern-
ment plan

33

Gandhian Plan 1944 Shriman Narayan
Agarwal

Decentralised
village indus-
try and limited
heavy industrial-
ism

Preserved Gand-
hian develop-
ment alternative

Not adopted as
national planning
framework

33

Sargent Plan 1944 Central Advisory
Board of Educa-
tion

Universal free
compulsory ed-
ucation for ages
6–14, staged
system and
teacher train-
ing

Comprehensive
late-colonial
educational
blueprint

Forty-year hori-
zon and wartime
finance made it
unrealised

10, 33
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Limitation/trap Chapter

Indian Indepen-
dence Act

Enacted 18
Jul 1947; com-
menced 15 Aug
1947

British Parlia-
ment

Created two do-
minions, ended
British suzerainty
and legislative
control, empow-
ered constituent
legislatures

Legal transfer
of power and
Partition

18 July is enact-
ment; 15 August
is commence-
ment; princely
integration re-
quired separate
accession

30, 31

Constitution of
India

Adopted 26 Nov
1949; mainly
commenced 26
Jan 1950

Constituent
Assembly

Parliamentary
federal republic,
rights, directive
principles, judi-
ciary, universal
franchise

Established
sovereign demo-
cratic constitu-
tional order

Citizenship/election/transitional
articles partly
commenced on
26 Nov 1949

32

Representation
of the People Act

1950 Parliament Electoral rolls,
seat allocation
and constituency
framework

Operationalised
universal adult
franchise

Distinguish from
1951 Act govern-
ing conduct of
elections

32

Representation
of the People Act

1951 Parliament Election con-
duct, qualifica-
tions, corrupt
practices and
disputes

Legal basis of
competitive
elections

Election Com-
mission derives
constitutional
authority chiefly
from Article 324

32, 34

Constitution
First Amend-
ment

1951 Parliament after
rights litigation

Reasonable
speech restric-
tions, Articles
15(4), 31A/31B
and Ninth Sched-
ule

Protected land
reform and affir-
mative action;
narrowed rights
review

Ninth Sched-
ule laws were
not made per-
manently im-
mune from basic-
structure review

32, 33



A
P
P
EN

D
IX
B
-A

C
TS

,R
EG

U
LATIO

N
S
,C

O
M
M
IS
S
IO
N
S
,P
LA

N
S
,A

N
D
C
O
N
STITU

TIO
N
A
L

P
R
O
P
O
S
A
LS

9
9

Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Citizenship Act 1955 Parliament under
Articles 5–11

Citizenship by
birth, descent,
registration,
naturalisation
and territorial
incorporation;
loss provisions

Created con-
tinuing citizen-
ship code after
constitutional
commencement
rules

Amended repeat-
edly, including
1986, 2003,
2005 and 2019;
rules depend on
the applicable
date

32, 37

Hindu Marriage
Act

1955 Parliament;
Hindu law reform

Monogamy, di-
vorce and mar-
riage regulation

Expanded
women’s mari-
tal rights

One of four acts;
not a uniform
civil code

33

Untouchability
(Offences) Act

1955; renamed
Protection of
Civil Rights Act
in 1976

Parliament under
Article 17

Penalised en-
forcement of
untouchability
disabilities

Gave criminal
form to constitu-
tional abolition

Enforcement
remained weak;
distinct from
SC/ST Atrocities
Act 1989

33, 35

Hindu Succes-
sion Act

1956 Parliament Codified inheri-
tance for legally
defined Hindu
communities

Expanded
women’s prop-
erty rights

Original coparce-
nary inequality
was substantially
corrected only
by 2005 amend-
ment

33

States Reorgan-
isation Act and
Seventh Amend-
ment

1956; effective 1
Nov 1956

Parliament after
Fazl Ali Commis-
sion

Redrew states,
abolished Part
A/B/C cate-
gories and re-
vised federal
provisions

Made language
a principal ba-
sis of federal
accommodation

Not every later
linguistic de-
mand was set-
tled in 1956

33
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Arms Act 1959 Parliament Replaced colo-
nial 1878 licens-
ing law

Modernised
arms regulation

Did not create
an unrestricted
right to bear
arms

33

Official Lan-
guages Act

1963; amended
1967

Parliament un-
der Article 343
transition

Continued En-
glish with Hindi
for Union official
purposes

Reassured non-
Hindi regions

Hindi is an offi-
cial language
of Union, not
constitutionally
declared sole na-
tional language

33

Punjab Reorgani-
sation Act

1966; effective 1
Nov

Parliament after
linguistic move-
ment

Created
Haryana; trans-
ferred hill areas;
Chandigarh
became Union
Territory

Reorganised
Punjabi-Hindi
federal geogra-
phy

Chandigarh and
river-water dis-
putes persisted

34

Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention)
Act

1967 Parliament Prohibited unlaw-
ful associations
and secession-
related activity;
later expanded
to terrorism

Became central
national-security
statute after
later amend-
ments

Original 1967
scope was nar-
rower than post-
2004 terrorism
provisions

34, 35, 36, 37

Banking Compa-
nies (Acquisition
and Transfer of
Undertakings)
Ordinance/Act

Ordinance 19 Jul
1969; Act 1970
after litigation

Indira govern-
ment/Parliament

Nationalised 14
major banks

Expanded
state control,
branches and
priority lending

First 1969 act
was struck
down; revised
1970 statute
sustained policy

34
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Constitution
Twenty-Fourth
Amendment

1971 Parliament after
Golaknath

Affirmed parlia-
mentary power
to amend any
constitutional
part; presidential
assent manda-
tory

Set stage for
basic-structure
adjudication

Kesavananda
in 1973 upheld
amendment
power but im-
posed basic-
structure limit

34

Constitution
Twenty-Sixth
Amendment

1971 Parliament Ended recogni-
tion of princes
and privy purses

Completed for-
mal republican
equality

Followed failed
1970 constitu-
tional vote and
court dispute

31, 34

Maintenance of
Internal Security
Act

1971 Parliament Preventive deten-
tion and search
powers

Major Emer-
gency detention
instrument

Repealed in
1978; not the
National Security
Act 1980

34

Internal Emer-
gency proclama-
tion

25–26 Jun 1975;
revoked 21 Mar
1977

President under
then Article
352 on cabinet
advice

Declared emer-
gency for “inter-
nal disturbance,”
enabling rights
suspension and
centralised rule

Converted
political-legal
crisis into author-
itarian govern-
ment

Proclamation,
not an amend-
ment; a separate
external Emer-
gency already
existed

34

Constitution
Thirty-Ninth
Amendment

1975 Emergency-era
Parliament

Sought special
forum/immunity
for election dis-
putes of top
office-holders

Protected prime
ministerial posi-
tion

Election-
immunity clause
was struck down
in Indira Gandhi
v. Raj Narain

34
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Constitution
Forty-Second
Amendment

1976 Emergency-era
Parliament

Expanded cen-
tral/parliamentary
power, Funda-
mental Duties,
Preamble terms,
curtailed review

Deepened Emer-
gency constitu-
tional centralisa-
tion

Not every
clause remains;
43rd/44th
amendments
and judgments
reversed major
parts

34

Constitution
Forty-Fourth
Amendment

1978 Janata Parlia-
ment

Replaced inter-
nal disturbance
with armed rebel-
lion; protected
Articles 20–21;
tightened Emer-
gency approval

Principal consti-
tutional safe-
guard after
Emergency

Did not restore
the pre-1971
right-to-property
status; property
became Article
300A legal right

34

National Security
Act

1980 Parliament Preventive de-
tention for secu-
rity/public order
and essential
supplies

Restored peace-
time detention
framework after
MISA repeal

Different statute
from Emergency-
era MISA

34

Constitution
Fifty-Second
Amendment

1985 Parliament Tenth Schedule
disqualification
for defection

Reduced in-
dividual floor-
crossing

Speaker adju-
dication and
merger rules
generated litiga-
tion; strength-
ened party lead-
ership

35
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

MuslimWomen
(Protection of
Rights on Di-
vorce) Act

1986 Parliament af-
ter Shah Bano
controversy

Regulated provi-
sion for divorced
Muslim women

Became symbol
of personal-
law and gender
politics

Supreme Court
interpreta-
tion later read
fair provision
broadly; not
triple-talaq
statute

35

Environment
(Protection) Act

1986 Parliament after
Bhopal disaster
and Stockholm
commitments

Broad Union
powers over pol-
lution, hazardous
substances and
standards

Became um-
brella environ-
mental statute

Framework de-
pends heavily on
delegated rules
and enforcement

35, 36

Constitution
Sixty-First
Amendment

1988; effective
28 Mar 1989

Parliament Reduced voting
age from 21 to
18

Expanded youth
electorate

Amendment
year and first
use in national
election should
not be conflated

35

Scheduled
Castes and
Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of
Atrocities) Act

1989; effective
1990

Parliament Special offences,
courts and re-
lief against
caste/tribal
atrocities

Strengthened
substantive
equality enforce-
ment

Distinct from
1955 civil-rights
law

35

Places of Wor-
ship (Special
Provisions) Act

1991 Parliament amid
temple-mosque
mobilisation

Froze religious
character of
places as on 15
Aug 1947 and
barred conver-
sion litigation

Sought to pre-
vent proliferating
historical-title
conflicts

Expressly ex-
cluded the Ay-
odhya dispute;
constitutional
challenges re-
mained pending
through the pe-
riod

35, 36, 37
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Constitution
Seventy-Third
Amendment

Enacted 1992;
effective 24 Apr
1993

Parliament Constitutionalised
rural local bod-
ies, reservations
and five-year
elections

Deepened demo-
cratic decentrali-
sation

State de-
volution of
funds/functions/functionaries
remains uneven

35

Constitution
Seventy-Fourth
Amendment

Enacted 1992;
effective 1 Jun
1993

Parliament Constitutionalised
urban local bod-
ies and planning
committees

Expanded
elected urban
governance

Municipal fis-
cal autonomy
remains limited

35

Protection of
Human Rights
Act

1993 Parliament Created NHRC
and state com-
missions

Institutionalised
rights monitoring

Recommendations
are generally
not equivalent
to binding court
orders

35

Panchayats (Ex-
tension to Sched-
uled Areas) Act

1996 Parliament Extended self-
government with
Gram Sabha
powers in Fifth
Schedule areas

Recognised Adi-
vasi community
authority

Implementation
and alignment
of state/mining
laws remain
uneven

35

Constitution
Eighty-Sixth
Amendment

2002 Parliament Inserted Article
21A for educa-
tion ages 6–14
and revised du-
ties/directives

Made elemen-
tary education
a fundamental
right

Operational
statute followed
in 2009/2010

36

Prevention of
Terrorism Act

2002 Parliament after
2001 security
crisis

Special terror-
ism offences,
detention and
evidentiary rules

Strengthened
central countert-
errorism power

Repealed in
2004; pending
cases continued
under saving
provisions

36



A
P
P
EN

D
IX
B
-A

C
TS

,R
EG

U
LATIO

N
S
,C

O
M
M
IS
S
IO
N
S
,P
LA

N
S
,A

N
D
C
O
N
STITU

TIO
N
A
L

P
R
O
P
O
S
A
LS

10
5

Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Fiscal Responsi-
bility and Budget
Management
Act

2003; opera-
tional rules 2004

Parliament Fiscal-deficit and
transparency
framework

Constrained and
disclosed Union
fiscal policy

Targets
have been
amended/suspended
during shocks

36

Right to Informa-
tion Act

2005; fully ef-
fective 12 Oct
2005

Parliament Citizen access,
information com-
missions and
proactive disclo-
sure

Expanded ad-
ministrative
transparency

Exemptions,
vacancies and
later service-rule
changes affect
enforcement

36

Disaster Man-
agement Act

2005 Parliament National, state
and district au-
thorities and
emergency coor-
dination powers

Provided na-
tionwide legal
machinery later
used during
COVID-19

Disaster frame-
work is not a
substitute for or-
dinary legislative
scrutiny

36, 37

Mahatma
Gandhi National
Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee
Act

Enacted 2005;
phased guaran-
tee from 2 Feb
2006

Parliament Demand-based
rural household
employment
guarantee, so-
cial audit and
unemployment
allowance

Created rights-
based rural
safety net

One hundred
days is per rural
household, not
per adult; im-
plementation is
demand/finance
dependent

36

Scheduled Tribes
and Other Tra-
ditional Forest
Dwellers (Recog-
nition of Forest
Rights) Act

2006; rules
2008

Parliament Individual/community
forest rights and
Gram Sabha
process

Corrected his-
torical exclu-
sion from forest
tenure

Evidence/rejection
procedures and
conservation
conflict remain
contested

36
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Right of Chil-
dren to Free and
Compulsory
Education Act

2009; effective 1
Apr 2010

Parliament Operationalised
Article 21A,
school norms
and access du-
ties

Universalised
legal elementary-
school entitle-
ment

Covers ages
6–14, not all
childhood educa-
tion

36

National Food
Security Act

2013 Parliament Statutory sub-
sidised grain
entitlements,
maternity ben-
efit and meal
schemes

Converted food
programmes
into legal entitle-
ments

Coverage uses
centrally deter-
mined popula-
tion shares and
depends on de-
livery systems

36

Right to Fair
Compensa-
tion and Trans-
parency in Land
Acquisition, Re-
habilitation and
Resettlement
Act

2013; effective 1
Jan 2014

Parliament Compensation
multiples, social-
impact assess-
ment, consent in
specified cases
and rehabilita-
tion

Replaced 1894
acquisition law

State amend-
ments and ex-
emptions vary;
consent is not
universal for
every acquisition

36

Lokpal and
Lokayuktas Act

2013; effective
2014

Parliament after
anti-corruption
mobilisation

Created Union
Lokpal and re-
quired state
Lokayukta ar-
rangements

Added high-level
anti-corruption
institution

First Lokpal
appointments
came in 2019;
jurisdiction
does not replace
courts/agencies

36
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Andhra Pradesh
Reorganisation
Act

2014; appointed
day 2 Jun 2014

Parliament Created Telan-
gana and resid-
ual Andhra
Pradesh; di-
vided institu-
tions/assets and
made Hyder-
abad a tempo-
rary joint capital

Fulfilled long
statehood move-
ment

Allocation and
capital questions
persisted; enact-
ment preceded
appointed-day
operation

36

Constitution
One Hundred
and First Amend-
ment

2016; GST
launched 1 Jul
2017

Parliament and
state ratification

Concurrent GST
powers, GST
Council and
compensation
framework

Created national
indirect-tax sys-
tem

Amendment
date and tax
commence-
ment differ;
petroleum/alcohol
treatment is
exceptional

36

Insolvency and
Bankruptcy
Code

2016 Parliament Time-bound
corporate in-
solvency and
creditor process

Consolidated
fragmented in-
solvency regime

Deadlines are
often extended
by litigation;
recovery is not
guaranteed

36

Aadhaar Act 2016 Parliament as a
Money Bill

Statutory iden-
tity, authentica-
tion and subsidy
framework

Enabled large-
scale digital
welfare verifica-
tion

Supreme Court
restricted
mandatory
private use;
Money Bill route
remained contro-
versial

36
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Constitution One
Hundred and
Third Amend-
ment

2019 Parliament Up to 10% EWS
reservation out-
side existing
SC/ST/OBC cate-
gories

Added
economic-
criteria reser-
vation

Supreme Court
upheld it in
2022; it does not
alter SC/ST/OBC
quotas directly

36, 37

Constitution
(Application
to Jammu and
Kashmir) Order
and Declaration

5–6 Aug 2019 President/Parliamentary
recommenda-
tion during
President’s Rule

Applied all con-
stitutional provi-
sions and made
Article 370 inop-
erative through
Article 367 route

Ended special
constitutional
arrangement

Supreme Court
upheld the ac-
tion on 11 Dec
2023 while di-
recting state-
hood restoration
as early as possi-
ble

37

Jammu and
Kashmir Reor-
ganisation Act

Enacted 9 Aug
2019; effective
31 Oct 2019

Parliament Divided state
into Union Terri-
tories of Jammu
and Kashmir,
and Ladakh

First conversion
of a state into
Union Territories

Enactment and
commencement
differ; statehood
question re-
mained separate

37

MuslimWomen
(Protection of
Rights on Mar-
riage) Act

2019 Parliament Voided instan-
taneous triple
talaq and crim-
inalised pro-
nouncement

Changed Muslim
marriage law
after Supreme
Court invalida-
tion

Concerns talaq-
e-biddat, not
every form of
Muslim divorce

37
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Citizenship
(Amendment)
Act

12 Dec 2019;
rules notified 11
Mar 2024

Parliament and
Union executive

Eased citizen-
ship route for
specified non-
Muslim mi-
grants from
Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and
Pakistan enter-
ing by 31 Dec
2014

Triggered
constitutional-
equality and na-
tionwide protest

Enactment did
not make pro-
cedures opera-
tional until 2024
rules; excludes
Muslims and
does not itself
create an all-
India NRC

37

Four labour
codes

Code onWages
2019; three
codes 2020;
effective 21 Nov
2025

Parliament and
Union com-
mencement
notification

Consolidated 29
central labour
laws across
wages, industrial
relations, social
security, and
occupational
safety/conditions

Recast labour
regulation
and extended
statutory cate-
gories including
gig/platform
work

Enactment pre-
ceded nation-
wide commence-
ment by five to
six years; imple-
mentation rules
and enforcement
remain decisive

37

Three central
farm laws

Enacted Sep
2020

Parliament Expanded trade
outside APMC
mandis, contract
farming frame-
work and stock-
limit changes

Triggered sus-
tained farmer
protest

Repealed by
Farm Laws Re-
peal Act on 30
Nov 2021; no
longer operative

37
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Constitution One
Hundred and
Sixth Amend-
ment, women’s
reservation

2023 Parliament One-third reser-
vation in Lok
Sabha, state as-
semblies and
Delhi assembly

Created consti-
tutional com-
mitment to leg-
islative gender
reservation

Operation
awaits post-
amendment
census publi-
cation and de-
limitation; was
not immediately
implemented

37

Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita,
Bharatiya Na-
garik Suraksha
Sanhita and
Bharatiya Sak-
shya Adhiniyam

Enacted Dec
2023; mainly
effective 1 Jul
2024

Parliament Replaced IPC,
CrPC and Evi-
dence Act with
new criminal
codes

Recodified of-
fences, proce-
dure and evi-
dence

Enactment and
commence-
ment differ; pre-
commencement
cases retain
transitional rules

37
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Executive economic policies and national plans
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Limitation/trap Chapter

Industrial Policy
Resolution

1948 Union govern-
ment

Mixed econ-
omy with state
regulation and
strategic public
role

Set initial post-
colonial indus-
trial direction

Policy resolution,
not nationalisa-
tion statute

33

Planning Com-
mission resolu-
tion

15 Mar 1950 Union cabinet Non-
constitutional
planning body
chaired by prime
minister

Coordinated
national plans
and allocations

Executive body,
not created
by Parliament;
replaced by NITI
Aayog in 2015

33, 36

First Five-Year
Plan

1951–56 Planning Com-
mission

Agriculture, ir-
rigation, reha-
bilitation and
stability

Supported recov-
ery and public
investment

Good harvests
contributed; plan
targets were
not statutory
commands

33

Community
Development
Programme

2 Oct 1952 Union-state rural
initiative

Block-level in-
tegrated rural
development

Expanded rural
administration

Became bu-
reaucratic and
elite-captured
without elected
control

33

Second Five-Year
Plan

1956–61 Mahalanobis
strategy

Heavy industry,
capital goods
and public sec-
tor

Built industrial
capacity

Capital inten-
sity, foreign
exchange and
agricultural con-
straints

33

Industrial Policy
Resolution

1956 Union govern-
ment

Expanded indus-
tries reserved
for state and li-
censed private
sector

Defined
commanding-
heights mixed
economy

Not identical
to later bank
nationalisation
or total socialism

33
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Third Five-Year
Plan

1961–66 Planning Com-
mission

Self-sustaining
growth, agricul-
ture and industry

Interrupted by
wars, drought
and inflation

Followed by
annual plans,
1966–69, not
an immediate
Fourth Plan

33, 34

New Agricultural
Strategy/High-
Yielding Varieties
Programme

1966 onward Union/state
governments
and research
network

Seeds, irrigation,
fertiliser, credit,
procurement
and prices

Raised food out-
put and reduced
import depen-
dence

Not seed
alone; early re-
gional/class
concentration
and ecological
costs

34

Garibi Hatao
programme

1971 Congress/Indira
electoral-
economic plat-
form

Poverty removal
through state
intervention and
redistributive
symbolism

Built direct pop-
ulist mandate

Slogan/platform,
not one statute
or time-bound
scheme

34

Twenty-Point
Programme

1975; revised
later

Emergency exec-
utive programme

Prices, land,
debt, housing
and production
measures

Combined wel-
fare claims with
authoritarian rule

Do not confuse
with Sanjay
Gandhi’s infor-
mal Five-Point
Programme

34

New Economic
Policy

Announced Jul
1991

Rao govern-
ment; balance-
of-payments
crisis

Devaluation,
industrial deli-
censing, trade
opening, tax and
public-sector
reform

Shifted from
licence-based
control towards
market integra-
tion

Reform was
phased and
cumulative, not
a single act or
complete end of
state role

35
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Limitation/trap Chapter

National Rural
Employment
Guarantee
scheme frame-
work

2005–06 UPA rights-
based welfare
policy

Legal employ-
ment guarantee
and social audit

Deepened rural
social protection

Statutory details
belong to MGN-
REGA entry, not
plan rhetoric

36

NITI Aayog reso-
lution

1 Jan 2015 Union cabinet Replaced Plan-
ning Com-
mission with
cooperative-
federal policy
think tank

Ended central
Five-Year Plan
allocation model

Executive insti-
tution without
Planning Com-
mission’s fund-
allocation role

36

Demonetisation
notification

8 Nov 2016 Union govern-
ment under RBI
Act framework

Withdrew legal-
tender status
of existing
₹500 and
₹1,000 notes
subject to ex-
change/deposit
arrangements

Produced rapid
remonetisation,
formalisation
claims and a ma-
jor cash shock

Executive mone-
tary action, not
a constitutional
amendment;
Supreme Court
upheld decision
process by 4:1 in
2023

36

Goods and Ser-
vices Tax rollout

1 Jul 2017 Union and states
through GST
Council

Destination-
based indirect
taxation

Integrated ma-
jor domestic
indirect taxes

Constitutional
amendment oc-
curred in 2016;
rollout is a sepa-
rate date

36

Nationwide
COVID-19 lock-
down order

Issued 24Mar;
effective 25 Mar
2020

National Disaster
Management
Authority/Union
HomeMinistry

Restricted move-
ment and activity
nationally to con-
tain pandemic

Bought public-
health prepa-
ration time but
caused severe
livelihood and mi-
grant disruption

Executive disas-
ter order, not a
new Act; later
phases used
changing guide-
lines

37
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

National Educa-
tion Policy

29 Jul 2020 Union cabinet 5+3+3+4 struc-
ture, multidisci-
plinary higher
education, lan-
guage and voca-
tional goals

Set long-term ed-
ucation reform
direction

Policy, not
self-executing
statute; imple-
mentation varies
by Union/state
action

37
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Committees and commissions: recommendations,
not law
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Dhar Commis-
sion

1948 Constituent
Assem-
bly/government
inquiry on
provinces

Preferred ad-
ministrative con-
venience over
language as sole
basis

Delayed linguis-
tic reorganisa-
tion

Report did not it-
self draw bound-
aries

32, 33

JVP Committee 1948–49 Nehru, Patel
and Pattabhi
Sitaramayya for
Congress

Advised post-
poning linguistic
states except
with compelling
agreement

Reinforced post-
Partition caution

Political commit-
tee, not judicial
commission

33

States Reorgan-
isation Com-
mission, Fazl Ali
Commission

1953–55 Union govern-
ment

Recommended
boundaries us-
ing language
plus viability, ad-
ministration and
unity

Led to 1956
reorganisation

Parliament mod-
ified recommen-
dations; report
was not binding

33

Balwant Rai
Mehta Commit-
tee

1957 Review of Com-
munity Develop-
ment

Three-tier Pan-
chayati Raj with
block as key level

Inspired state
systems from
1959

Constitutional
status came only
in 1993

33

Kothari Educa-
tion Commission

1964–66 Union education
inquiry

Common school
system, 10+2+3,
science, work
experience and
6% spending
goal

Shaped 1968
education policy
and structure

Recommendations
were unevenly
implemented

33, 34

Shah Commis-
sion

1977–78 Janata inquiry
into Emergency

Investigated de-
tention, censor-
ship, sterilisation
and abuse of
authority

Documented
authoritarian
misuse

Inquiry findings
did not auto-
matically create
criminal convic-
tions

34
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Mandal Commis-
sion

Appointed 1979;
report 1980; cen-
tral implementa-
tion announced
1990

Second Back-
ward Classes
Commission

Identified OBCs
and recom-
mended 27%
central-service
reservation plus
measures

Reshaped caste
representation
and party poli-
tics

Report date,
implementation
date and 1992
Supreme Court
conditions differ

35

Sarkaria Com-
mission

1983–88 Union-state
relations inquiry

Cooperative
federalism, re-
strained Article
356 and consul-
tation

Becamemajor
federal reference

Recommendations
were advisory
and selectively
adopted

35

National Com-
mission to Re-
view theWorking
of the Constitu-
tion

2000–02 Vajpayee govern-
ment

Reviewed insti-
tutions while
retaining basic
structure

Generated re-
form proposals

No new con-
stitution and
no automatic
amendment

36

Sachar Commit-
tee

2005–06 PrimeMinister’s
High Level Com-
mittee

Documented so-
cioeconomic and
educational sta-
tus of Muslims

Reoriented
minority-
development
debate

Diagnostic re-
port, not reserva-
tion statute

36

Second Adminis-
trative Reforms
Commission

2005–09 Union govern-
ment

Reports on
ethics, pub-
lic order, e-
governance, lo-
cal government
and administra-
tion

Broad gover-
nance reform
agenda

Numerous rec-
ommendations
remained partial

36
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Punchhi Com-
mission

2007–10 Centre-state
relations inquiry

Recommended
clearer emer-
gency, governor
and federal coor-
dination norms

Updated
Sarkaria-era
federal analysis

Advisory report
without whole-
sale enactment

36

Justice B.N.
Srikrishna Com-
mittee on Telan-
gana

2010 Union govern-
ment

Assessed op-
tions from unity
to statehood

Informed po-
litical debate
before 2014
bifurcation

Did not itself
create Telangana

36

High-Level Com-
mittee on si-
multaneous
elections

2023–24 Union govern-
ment, Ram Nath
Kovind chair

Recommended
phased simul-
taneous Lok
Sabha/state
and later local
elections

Led to
constitutional-
amendment
proposals

Committee re-
port and intro-
duced bills are
not implemented
simultaneous
elections as of
their introduc-
tion

37
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Instrument of
Accession

1947–49 Rulers and Do-
minion of India
under 1935 Act
framework

Acceded gener-
ally on defence,
external affairs
and communica-
tions

Legal basis for
princely-state
accession

Accession was
not the same
as later merger,
democratisation
or territorial
integration

31

Standstill Agree-
ments

1947 Dominions and
princely states

Continued ex-
isting adminis-
trative arrange-
ments temporar-
ily

Prevented im-
mediate service
disruption

Did not de-
termine final
sovereignty; Hy-
derabad’s agree-
ment did not bar
later integration

31

Delhi Agreement
on Kashmir

1952 Nehru and
Sheikh Abdul-
lah governments

Addressed cit-
izenship, flag,
headship and
Union jurisdic-
tion

Defined
autonomy-
integration bal-
ance

Political agree-
ment later al-
tered by consti-
tutional orders
and conflict

31, 33

Liaquat-Nehru
Pact

8 Apr 1950 India and Pak-
istan

Minority pro-
tection, re-
turn/property
mechanisms and
commissions

Sought to curb
migration and
communal fear

Did not settle
Kashmir or elim-
inate minority
insecurity

31, 33

Panchsheel
Agreement

29 Apr 1954 India and China
on Tibet-region
trade

Five principles of
peaceful coexis-
tence

Symbol of Asian
cooperation

Did not demar-
cate border;
agreement
lapsed in 1962
context

33
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IndusWaters
Treaty

19 Sep 1960 India, Pakistan
andWorld Bank

Eastern rivers
mainly India;
western rivers
mainly Pakistan;
transition works

Durable water-
sharing frame-
work

Did not resolve
Kashmir; water
allocation is
more complex
than ownership
of every drop

33

Tashkent Decla-
ration

10 Jan 1966 India and Pak-
istan under So-
viet mediation

Withdrawal to
prewar positions
and restoration
of relations

Ended 1965-war
confrontation

No Kashmir set-
tlement; Shastri
died hours later

34

Treaty of Peace,
Friendship and
Cooperation
with USSR

9 Aug 1971 India and Soviet
Union

Consultation,
peace and coop-
eration clauses

Strategic reas-
surance during
Bangladesh cri-
sis

Not a formal
Warsaw Pact-
style military
alliance

34

Simla Agree-
ment

2 Jul 1972 Indira Gandhi
and Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto

Bilateral set-
tlement, troop
withdrawal and
Line of Control

Established post-
1971 conflict-
management
framework

Did not settle
Kashmir perma-
nently

34

Assam Accord 15 Aug 1985 Union, Assam
movement lead-
ers and state

Citizenship cut-
off of 24 Mar
1971, detec-
tion/deportation
and safeguards

Ended major
phase of agita-
tion and shaped
citizenship poli-
tics

Implementation
remained con-
tested; distinct
from 2019 CAA
criteria

35, 37

Punjab Accord,
Rajiv-Longowal
Accord

24 Jul 1985 Union and Akali
leadership

Chandigarh
transfer
timetable, water
tribunal, com-
pensation and
normalisation

Attempted polit-
ical settlement
after violence

Many clauses
delayed or unim-
plemented;
Longowal was
assassinated

35
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Mizoram Accord 30 Jun 1986 Union, Mizoram
government and
Mizo National
Front

Insurgent dis-
armament,
statehood and
constitutional
integration

One of India’s
most durable
peace settle-
ments

Statehood fol-
lowed in 1987;
accord and
statute dates
differ

35

Indo-Sri Lanka
Accord

29 Jul 1987 Rajiv Gandhi and
J.R. Jayewar-
dene

Devolution,
merger arrange-
ment and Indian
Peace Keeping
Force

Inserted India
directly into Sri
Lankan conflict

IPKF war and
Tamil opposi-
tion undermined
intended settle-
ment

35

Lahore Declara-
tion

21 Feb 1999 Vajpayee and
Nawaz Sharif

Nuclear-risk
reduction, dia-
logue and peace-
ful commitments

Offered post-
test confidence-
building

Kargil conflict
followed within
months

36

India-US Civil
Nuclear Initia-
tive/123 Agree-
ment

Political accord
2005; agree-
ment approved
2008

India, United
States, IAEA
and Nuclear
Suppliers Group
process

Separated civil-
ian/military facili-
ties and enabled
civilian nuclear
commerce

Ended much of
India’s nuclear
isolation

Multi-stage diplo-
matic arrange-
ment, not one
2005 statute

36
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Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect

Limitation/trap Chapter

Bombay reorgan-
isation proposals

1950s Competing
Samyukta
Maharashtra
and Mah-
agujarat move-
ments/commissions

Rival bilingual-
city and
linguistic-state
designs

Led to 1960
Maharashtra-
Gujarat settle-
ment

Movement pro-
posals were not
statutes until
Parliament acted

33

Anandpur Sahib
Resolution

1973; elaborated
1978

Shiromani Akali
Dal

Federal auton-
omy, Sikh con-
cerns and so-
cioeconomic
demands

Became central
to Punjab negoti-
ation

Not identical to a
sovereign Khalis-
tan demand and
never enacted as
a package

34

National Front
implementation
of Mandal rec-
ommendation

Announced 7
Aug 1990

V.P. Singh gov-
ernment

27% OBC reser-
vation in central
services

Triggered
social-justice
realignment and
protest

Executive mem-
orandumwas
modified after
Indra Sawh-
ney, including
creamy-layer
rule

35

Women’s Reser-
vation Bills be-
fore 2023

First introduced
1996; repeated
later

Successive gov-
ernments

Proposed
one-third Lok
Sabha/state
assembly reser-
vation

Kept descriptive
representation
on agenda

Earlier bills
lapsed; do not
treat them as the
enacted 106th
Amendment

35, 36, 37

National Advi-
sory Council
rights proposals

2004–14 UPA-era advisory
body

Helped shape
information,
employment,
food and forest-
rights initiatives

Linked civil-
society draft-
ing to welfare
statutes

Advisory body;
Parliament en-
acted separate
laws

36



126
M
O
D
ER

N
IN
D
IA

C
O
M
PA

N
IO
N

Instrument Date Authority/context Core provisions Political/economic
effect
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Three farm laws 2020–21 Union
agricultural-
market reform
package

New trade, con-
tract and stock-
ing frameworks

Produced year-
long mobilisation
and federal de-
bate

Repealed in
2021; proposals
cannot be cited
as current law on
10 Aug 2026

37

Simultaneous-
election constitu-
tional bills

Introduced Dec
2024

Union govern-
ment following
Kovind commit-
tee

Proposed syn-
chronized Lok
Sabha/state
terms through
constitutional
changes

Opened formal
parliamentary
process

Introduction is
not enactment
or commence-
ment; do not
describe simulta-
neous elections
as operative

37
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Fast classification rules

If an exam asks
about…

Retrieve it as… Typical trap

An Act or constitu-
tional amendment

Binding law after re-
quired enactment
and commencement

Confusing introduc-
tion, assent and com-
mencement dates

A proclamation, res-
olution or executive
order

Executive action un-
der an existing legal
power

Treating it as a parlia-
mentary statute

A commission or com-
mittee

Investigation and
recommendation

Assuming every rec-
ommendation was
accepted

A pact, accord or
treaty

Negotiated commit-
ment between identi-
fied parties

Confusing agreement
with later implement-
ing law

A plan or policy Allocation framework
or executive direction

Treating targets as
enforceable individual
rights

A movement resolu-
tion or manifesto

Political programme Treating demand as
a concession already
won

A bill or proposed
scheme

Unenacted design
unless passage is
separately shown

Writing “provided”
when it merely pro-
posed



Appendix C -
Office-Holders and
Decisive Events

Anevent occurring during a tenurewas not necessarily designed
or controlled by the office-holder. Use these tables to anchor
chronology, then test agency through cabinet, Parliament, Com-
pany directors, Indian allies and opponents, provincial govern-
ments, movements, courts, and material conditions.

Governors-General of Bengal, 1774--1833

128
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Office-holder Tenure Major events Laws or policies Balanced assess-
ment

Chapters

Warren Hastings 1774–1785 Rohilla War; First
MarathaWar; Sec-
ond MysoreWar;
conflict with the
Calcutta Supreme
Court and Council

Regulating Act
framework; rev-
enue experiments;
reorganization of
civil and criminal
courts

Expanded terri-
torial administra-
tion amid unstable
oversight; later
impeachment ex-
posed disputes
over power, cor-
ruption, and impe-
rial responsibility.
He was Governor-
General of Bengal,
not yet Governor-
General of all India.
The 1773 Act cre-
ated the office,
which began oper-
ating in 1774.

5, 7, 8

Charles Cornwallis 1786–1793 Third MysoreWar Cornwallis Code;
Permanent Settle-
ment, 1793; service,
police, and judicial
reorganization

Sought a rule-
bound state and
reduced some pri-
vate corruption,
but racial exclu-
sion hardened and
the revenue set-
tlement privileged
zamindars while ex-
posing cultivators
to landlord power.

5, 7, 8
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Office-holder Tenure Major events Laws or policies Balanced assess-
ment

Chapters

John Shore 1793–1798 Kharda and re-
gional power shifts

General preference
for non-intervention

Relative restraint
did not remove
Company influence
or fiscal interests;
“non-intervention”
was a strategy, not
absence of empire.

5–7

RichardWellesley 1798–1805 Fourth MysoreWar;
Second Maratha
War; expansion
of Hyderabad and
Awadh dependence

Subsidiary Al-
liance system; Fort
William College

Rapid expansion
made Indian states
militarily and diplo-
matically subordi-
nate, at high fiscal
and political cost.

5, 6

Charles Cornwallis 1805 Returned during
debate over overex-
tension; died soon
after arrival

Attempted re-
trenchment

The brief second
tenure had little
time to redirect the
system.

5, 6

George Barlow,
acting

1805–1807 Vellore Mutiny,
1806

Retrenchment and
non-intervention

Fiscal restraint
coexisted with
military and admin-
istrative tensions;
acting status mat-
ters.

6, 7, 12

Gilbert Elliot-
Murray-
Kynynmound, Lord
Minto I

1807–1813 Treaty of Amritsar
with Ranjit Singh,
1809; measures
against French
influence

External-security
diplomacy; Charter
Act 1813 transition
at tenure’s end

Frontier diplomacy
constrained con-
flict with the Sikh
kingdomwhile im-
perial strategic con-
cerns continued to
expand.

5–7
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Office-holder Tenure Major events Laws or policies Balanced assess-
ment

Chapters

Francis Rawdon-
Hastings, Mar-
quess of Hastings

1813–1823 Anglo-Nepal War;
Third Maratha
War; Pindari cam-
paigns; Company
paramountcy
widened

Support for freer
press under John
Adam’s later rever-
sal; territorial and
political consolida-
tion

Defeat of Maratha
power transformed
the Company into
the dominant sub-
continental author-
ity; conquest still
depended on Indian
allies, finance, and
armies.

5, 6, 10

William Amherst 1823–1828 First Anglo-
BurmeseWar; Bar-
rackpore mutiny,
1824

Expansion into As-
sam and adjacent
territories after
Yandabo

The Burmese war
brought strategic
gains but severe
human and fiscal
costs.

6, 12

William Bentinck 1828–1833 as
Governor-General
of Bengal; 1833–
1835 as first
Governor-General
of India

Administrative re-
trenchment; reform
controversies

Abolition of sati,
1829; suppression
campaigns against
thuggee; English-
education decision,
1835; Charter Act
1833 transition

Associated with
utilitarian reform
and centralization,
but measures arose
through Indian
reform advocacy,
colonial power,
fiscal goals, and
contested social
intervention.

7, 10, 11
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Office-holder Tenure Major events Laws or policies Balanced assess-
ment

Chapters

William Bentinck 1833–1835 Completion of the
office’s all-India
transition

Charter Act 1833;
law codification ini-
tiative; Macaulay’s
education minute
and the 1835 reso-
lution

Centralization and
legal-educational
change widened
the colonial state
while restricting
senior power to Eu-
ropeans in practice.

7, 10, 11

Charles Metcalfe,
acting

1835–1836 Press expansion Press Act 1835
replaced prior li-
censing with a dec-
laration and identifi-
cation regime

Remembered as
a press liberalizer,
though publication
still carried legal
accountability and
broader colonial
authority remained
intact.

7, 10

George Eden, Lord
Auckland

1836–1842 First Anglo-Afghan
War

Forward interven-
tion in Afghanistan

The disastrous oc-
cupation illustrates
how strategic anxi-
ety, faulty assump-
tions, and logistical
vulnerability could
defeat imperial
planning.

6

Edward Law, Lord
Ellenborough

1842–1844 Withdrawal from
Afghanistan; con-
quest of Sindh,
1843; Gwalior cam-
paign

Annexation and
military settlement

Public celebration
of recovered pres-
tige accompanied
aggressive expan-
sion and contested
legality.

5, 6
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Chapters

Henry Hardinge 1844–1848 First Anglo-Sikh
War; Treaty of La-
hore; British Resi-
dent and military
influence in Punjab

Reduced some
internal taxes; fron-
tier consolidation

Avoided immediate
annexation but con-
verted Punjab into a
heavily constrained
state, preparing the
conditions for later
conflict.

5, 6

James Andrew
Broun-Ramsay, Lord
Dalhousie

1848–1856 Second Anglo-Sikh
War and Punjab
annexation; Second
Anglo-Burmese
War; annexations
including Satara,
Jhansi, Nagpur, and
Awadh

Doctrine of Lapse;
railways, telegraph,
postal reform; Pub-
lic Works Depart-
ment; education
dispatch era

Infrastructure and
administrative cen-
tralization served
communication
and commerce
but also military
control. Annexa-
tion, dispossession,
and Awadh’s 1856
takeover deepened
grievances before
1857.

5–7, 10, 13

Charles Canning 1856–1858 as
Governor-General;
1858–1862 as first
Viceroy

Revolt of 1857;
transfer from Com-
pany to Crown

Universities
founded, 1857; Gov-
ernment of India
Act 1858; Queen’s
Proclamation

Combined severe
counterinsurgency
with a later policy
of conciliation to-
ward princes and
landed elites.

10, 13, 14
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Viceroys of India, 1858--1947
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Office-holder Tenure Major events Laws or policies Balanced assess-
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Chapters

Charles Canning 1858–1862 Reconstruction
after 1857

Indian Councils Act
1861; Indian Penal
Code 1860; High
Courts Act 1861

Crown rule broad-
ened consultation
narrowly while re-
inforcing executive
and racial authority.

14

James Bruce, Lord
Elgin I

1862–1863 Wahabi-related
frontier concern;
brief tenure

Continued post-
1857 consolidation

Died in office; lim-
ited tenure cau-
tions against at-
taching broad pol-
icy phases to every
viceroy.

14

John Lawrence 1864–1869 BhutanWar; severe
Odisha famine,
1866

Frontier “masterly
inactivity”; public
works and famine
administration

Frontier caution
contrasts with in-
adequate famine
relief, revealing un-
even state capacity
and priorities.

9, 14

Richard Bourke,
Lord Mayo

1869–1872 Financial decen-
tralization; first
systematic all-India
census attempt,
1872

Provincial financial
arrangements;
statistical surveys;
Mayo College

Administrative
development co-
existed with im-
perial hierarchy;
assassinated at the
Andamans.

14

Thomas Baring,
Lord Northbrook

1872–1876 Bihar famine relief,
1873–74; Afghan-
policy disagree-
ment

Relief imports and
administrative re-
straint

More active famine
response pre-
vented a major
mortality crisis,
though imperial
fiscal orthodoxy re-
mained influential.

9, 14
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Office-holder Tenure Major events Laws or policies Balanced assess-
ment

Chapters

Robert Bulwer-
Lytton

1876–1880 Great Famine; Delhi
Imperial Assem-
blage; Second
AfghanWar

Vernacular Press
Act and Arms Act,
1878

Assertive imperial
display, press re-
striction, war, and
limited famine pol-
icy made the tenure
a major nationalist
grievance.

9, 10, 14, 16

George Robinson,
Lord Ripon

1880–1884 Local-government
expansion; Ilbert
Bill controversy

Repeal of Vernacu-
lar Press Act; Fac-
tory Act 1881; local
self-government
resolution, 1882;
Hunter Education
Commission

Liberal measures
widened limited
participation; white
opposition to the
Ilbert Bill exposed
the racial boundary
of equality.

10, 14–16

Frederick Hamilton-
Temple-Blackwood,
Lord Dufferin

1884–1888 Third BurmeseWar
and annexation;
Indian National
Congress founded,
1885

Tenancy measures
and frontier expan-
sion

Congress forma-
tion occurred dur-
ing, not because of,
his tenure; official
attitudes shifted
from observation to
suspicion.

6, 16

Henry Petty-
Fitzmaurice, Lord
Lansdowne

1888–1894 Durand Line agree-
ment; frontier and
princely-state poli-
tics

Indian Councils
Act 1892; Factory
Act 1891; Age of
Consent Act 1891

Council reform
modestly enlarged
discussion but
retained indirect,
restricted represen-
tation.

10, 14–16
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Chapters

Victor Bruce, Lord
Elgin II

1894–1899 Plague, famine,
frontier uprising

Epidemic and
famine adminis-
tration

Coercive plague
measures and dis-
tress intensified
alienation and mil-
itant politics in
western India.

9, 16, 19

George Curzon 1899–1905 Famine; university
and police inquiries;
Tibet expedition;
Bengal partition
announced in 1905

Indian Universities
Act 1904; Ancient
Monuments Preser-
vation Act 1904;
administrative cen-
tralization

Energetic admin-
istration and con-
servation coexisted
with racial arro-
gance, centraliza-
tion, and Bengal’s
partition, which cat-
alyzed Swadeshi.

10, 14, 18

Gilbert Elliot-
Murray-
Kynynmound, Lord
Minto II

1905–1910 Swadeshi repres-
sion; Muslim dep-
utation; Muslim
League formation

Indian Councils Act
1909 and separate
electorates

Enlarged councils
while institutionaliz-
ing communal elec-
toral categories
and retaining exec-
utive supremacy.

18, 19

Charles Hardinge,
Lord Hardinge II

1910–1916 Bengal partition
annulled; capital
transferred to Delhi;
First World War
began; Ghadar
crisis

Delhi Durbar de-
cisions, 1911;
wartime emer-
gency measures

Annulment did not
restore the pre-
1905 map; wartime
loyalty demands
and repression
reshaped national-
ism.

18, 19
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Office-holder Tenure Major events Laws or policies Balanced assess-
ment

Chapters

Frederic Thesiger,
Lord Chelmsford

1916–1921 Lucknow Pact;
Home Rule; Mon-
tagu declaration;
Rowlatt agitation;
Jallianwala Bagh;
Non-Cooperation
opened

Government of
India Act 1919;
Rowlatt Act 1919

Constitutional
devolution was
overshadowed by
emergency coer-
cion and the Punjab
catastrophe.

19, 21

Rufus Isaacs, Lord
Reading

1921–1926 Non-Cooperation
withdrawal; Moplah
aftermath; Swara-
jist council politics;
Kakori case

Repressive and con-
ciliatory responses;
council operation
under dyarchy

The state com-
bined negotiation,
prosecution, and
institutional con-
tainment while na-
tionalist strategies
diversified.

21, 22

EdwardWood, Lord
Irwin

1926–1931 Simon boycott;
Lahore Congress;
Salt March; Civil
Disobedience

Irwin Declaration,
1929; Gandhi-Irwin
Pact, 1931

Recognition of
dominion status as
an eventual goal
did not meet the
independence
demand; the pact
created a truce, not
a settlement.

23, 24

Freeman Freeman-
Thomas, LordWill-
ingdon

1931–1936 Civil Disobedience
resumed and sup-
pressed; Commu-
nal Award; Poona
Pact; constitutional
deliberations

Government of
India Act 1935

Mass detention and
coercion accompa-
nied constitutional
redesign; provin-
cial autonomy re-
mained bounded by
safeguards.

24, 25
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Chapters

Victor Hope, Lord
Linlithgow

1936–1943 1937 elections and
ministries; India en-
teredWorld War II
without Indian con-
sent; Congress res-
ignations; August
Offer; Individual
Satyagraha; Cripps;
Quit India

Wartime emer-
gency rule; August
Offer 1940

The longest viceroy-
alty combined
provincial consti-
tutionalism with
increasingly cen-
tralized wartime
coercion and the
1942 crisis.

25–27

Archibald Wavell 1943–1947 Bengal famine after-
math; Wavell Plan
and Simla Confer-
ence; elections;
Cabinet Mission;
Interim Govern-
ment; Direct Action
violence

Executive Council
proposal; transfer
negotiations

Sought an interim
political settlement
but parity, repre-
sentation, provin-
cial interests, and
Congress-League
conflict defeated
successive arrange-
ments.

29, 30

Louis Mountbatten March–August
1947 as Viceroy;
Governor-General
of India to June
1948

3 June Plan; Par-
tition; transfer of
power; princely-
state accession
crisis

Indian Indepen-
dence Act imple-
mented; Boundary
Commissions

Accelerated trans-
fer amid political
deadlock and col-
lapsing security.
Speed limited ad-
ministrative prepa-
ration and inten-
sified the human
vulnerability sur-
rounding Partition.

30, 31
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PrimeMinisters of India, 1947--10
August 2026
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Chapters

Jawaharlal Nehru 15 August 1947–27
May 1964

Refugee rehabili-
tation; integration
and linguistic re-
organization; first
three general elec-
tions; wars with
Pakistan and China

Parliamentary-
democratic con-
solidation; plan-
ning and mixed
economy; scien-
tific institutions;
non-alignment;
Hindu-law reform

Helped institu-
tionalize electoral
democracy and
developmental
state capacity,
while land reform,
social equality,
Kashmir, defence
preparedness, and
centralized plan-
ning produced
uneven outcomes.

31–33

Gulzarilal Nanda,
acting

27 May–9 June
1964; 11–24 Jan-
uary 1966

Two leadership
transitions

Caretaker continu-
ity

Acting tenures
ensured constitu-
tional continuity;
do not count them
as full electoral
mandates.

34

Lal Bahadur Shastri 9 June 1964–11
January 1966

Food crisis; 1965
India-PakistanWar;
Tashkent

Agricultural strat-
egy shifted toward
high-yielding tech-
nology; “Jai Jawan,
Jai Kisan”

Brief tenure joined
military leadership
with agricultural
urgency; Green
Revolution out-
comes depended
on later institutions,
regions, and inputs.

34
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Chapters

Indira Gandhi 24 January 1966–
24March 1977

Congress split;
Bangladesh war,
1971; Pokhran test,
1974; Emergency,
1975–77

Bank nationaliza-
tion; abolition of
privy purses; con-
stitutional cen-
tralization and
Emergency amend-
ments

Combined
electoral-populist
transformation and
strategic success
with personaliza-
tion of power and
the suspension of
civil liberties during
Emergency.

34

Morarji Desai 24 March 1977–28
July 1979

First non-Congress
Union government;
Emergency ac-
countability

Forty-fourth
Amendment pro-
cess; institutional
restoration

Demonstrated
democratic alterna-
tion and reversed
Emergency-era
changes, but fac-
tional conflict weak-
ened the coalition.

34

Charan Singh 28 July 1979–14
January 1980

Minority govern-
ment and rapid
election

Agrarian political
emphasis

Held office without
facing Parliament
for a confidence
vote; the tenure
illustrates coalition
fragility.

34

Indira Gandhi 14 January 1980–
31 October 1984

Return of Congress;
Assam and Punjab
crises; Operation
Blue Star; assassi-
nation

Centralized cri-
sis management;
regional accords re-
mained incomplete

Restored central
authority but es-
calating Punjab
conflict and coer-
cive choices ended
in grave violence.

34
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Chapters

Rajiv Gandhi 31 October 1984–2
December 1989

1984 election; As-
sam and Punjab
accords; Sri Lanka
intervention; Bofors
controversy

Anti-defection
law; voting age
reduced to 18;
technology and
telecom initiatives

Modernization and
a huge mandate co-
existed with uneven
conflict resolution,
communal-policy
controversy, and
corruption allega-
tions.

35

V. P. Singh 2 December 1989–
10 November 1990

Mandal implemen-
tation; Ayodhya
mobilization intensi-
fied

Office Memoran-
dum implementing
OBC reservation in
central services

Social-justice ex-
pansion trans-
formed politics,
while coalition
dependence and
communal polariza-
tion shortened the
government.

35

Chandra Shekhar 10 November
1990–21 June 1991

Balance-of-
payments emer-
gency; Gulf War
effects

Emergency fi-
nancing and gold-
related measures

A minority govern-
ment managed
acute crisis but
lacked a durable
mandate for struc-
tural policy.

35

P. V. Narasimha Rao 21 June 1991–16
May 1996

Economic crisis
and reform; Babri
Masjid demolition,
1992; coalition-
management transi-
tion

Liberalization, in-
dustrial delicens-
ing, trade and
financial reform;
local-government
amendments

Redirected political
economy under se-
vere constraint, but
reform distribution,
communal violence,
and accountabil-
ity remain central
criticisms.

35
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Atal Bihari Vajpayee 16 May–1 June
1996

Thirteen-day gov-
ernment

Attempted coalition
formation

Resigned before
the confidence vote
when a majority
was unavailable.

35

H. D. Deve Gowda 1 June 1996–21
April 1997

United Front coali-
tion

Continued eco-
nomic reform and
federal coalition
governance

Regional-party influ-
ence widened, but
external support
made the ministry
vulnerable.

35

I. K. Gujral 21 April 1997–19
March 1998

Coalition diplomacy Gujral Doctrine
toward neighbours

Regional diplomacy
emphasized non-
reciprocal goodwill,
while coalition
withdrawal ended
the ministry.

35

Atal Bihari Vajpayee 19 March 1998–22
May 2004

Nuclear tests; La-
hore initiative;
Kargil War; Par-
liament attack;
coalition consolida-
tion

Telecom and infras-
tructure reforms;
National Highways
Development; disin-
vestment

Combined durable
coalition manage-
ment and infras-
tructure change
with nuclear risk,
communal violence,
and uneven social
outcomes.

36
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Manmohan Singh 22 May 2004–26
May 2014

High growth then
slowdown; global
financial crisis; civil
nuclear agreement;
anti-corruption
movement

Right to Informa-
tion; rural employ-
ment guarantee;
Forest Rights Act;
education and food-
security rights;
Aadhaar launch

Rights-based wel-
fare and global inte-
gration expanded,
but inflation, policy
paralysis claims,
corruption scan-
dals, and implemen-
tation gaps weak-
ened the second
term.

36

Narendra Modi 26 May 2014–10
August 2026

Elections of 2014,
2019, and 2024;
pandemic; border
and security crises;
major infrastruc-
ture expansion

GST; Insolvency
and Bankruptcy
Code; demone-
tization; welfare
digitization; 2019
J&K reorganization;
CAA; farm laws and
repeal; new crimi-
nal codes; women’s
reservation amend-
ment

Strong central lead-
ership, welfare
delivery, infrastruc-
ture, and digital
capacity coexist
with contested fed-
eralism, civil-liberty
and minority-rights
debates, employ-
ment concerns,
implementation
shocks, and inten-
sified party dom-
inance. Current
tenure/status is
dated 10 August
2026.

36, 37
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Tenure traps
• Office title:WarrenHastings andCornwalliswereGovernors-
General ofBengal; Bentinckbecame the firstGovernor-General
of India under the 1833 framework; Canning became the first
Viceroy after the 1858 transfer.

• Act versus office-holder: Parliament enacted Charter and
Government of India Acts. A Governor-General administered
under them but did not personally legislate the British statute.

• Event versus agency: Congress, the League, provincial ac-
tors, social movements, wars, famines, courts, and global
shocks cannot be reduced to the office-holder whose dates
overlap them.

• Acting prime minister: Gulzarilal Nanda’s two caretaker
tenures preserved continuity but were not separate electoral
administrations.

• Independence versus republic: Nehru headed an indepen-
dent Dominion from 1947 and a republic from 1950; the po-
litical transfer and constitutional commencement are distinct
milestones.



Appendix D - Movements,
Organizations, Press,
and Political Language

The categories overlap. Amovementmay use several organiza-
tions and newspapers; one organization may change objectives
and methods over time. Memorize the founding context, social
base, method, and turning point rather than a name alone.

Movement matrix

148
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Movement or
episode

Date Region Leadership and
constituency

Objective and
method

Outcome and com-
mon confusion

Sanyasi-Fakir resis-
tance

c. 1760s–1800 Bengal Itinerant religious
groups, peasants,
dispossessed ele-
ments

Armed resistance
amid revenue pres-
sure, famine, and
restrictions

A long cluster
of conflicts, not
one centrally com-
manded nationalist
war.

Chuar uprisings c. 1766–72 and
1798–99

Jungle Mahals,
Bengal Presidency

Bhumij and other
forest communities,
dispossessed za-
mindars and paiks

Resist revenue
pressure, land loss
and disruption of
forest authority

“Chuar” was a
stigmatizing colo-
nial label; several
risings occurred
rather than one
continuous move-
ment.

Paika rebellion 1817 Odisha Bakshi Jagabandhu;
paikas, peasants,
local chiefs

Resist revenue and
political displace-
ment

Broad regional ris-
ing; not accurately
described as the
first all-India inde-
pendence war.

Faraizi movement c. 1818–60s Eastern Bengal Haji Shariatullah,
Dudu Miyan; mainly
Muslim cultivators
and artisans

Religious purifica-
tion joined resis-
tance to landlord
exactions

Religious and agrar-
ian dimensions
overlapped; not
identical with Titu
Mir’s movement.

Wahabi movement
in India

1820s–70s Patna network, Ben-
gal, northwestern
frontier

Sayyid Ahmad
Barelvi and later
networks of preach-
ers and supporters

Islamic renewal;
sections resisted
Sikh and then
British power

A dispersed religio-
political network,
not a single cen-
trally controlled
“Wahabi rebellion.”
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Kol uprising 1831–32 Chotanagpur Ho, Munda, Oraon
and allied communi-
ties

Attack outsider
landlords, mon-
eylenders, and
colonial authority

Combined land, au-
thority, and ethnic-
frontier conflict.

Santhal Hul 1855–56 Rajmahal Hills and
adjoining Bengal-
Bihar

Sidhu, Kanhu,
Chand, Bhairav;
Santhal cultivators

Mass armed rising
against mahajans,
zamindars, police,
and state

Preceded 1857 and
led to administra-
tive reorganization;
not merely an anti-
moneylender riot.

Revolt of 1857 1857–58 North and central
India, unevenly

Sepoys, deposed
rulers, taluqdars,
peasants, artisans;
regional leaders

Military revolt
joined civil rebel-
lion and restoration
projects

Neither only a se-
poy mutiny nor a
uniform national
war; coalition and
purpose varied
regionally.

Indigo revolt 1859–60 Bengal Indigo cultivators,
village leaders,
sections of press
and intelligentsia

Refuse coercive
indigo cultivation;
petitions and col-
lective resistance

Indigo Commission
confirmed abuses;
distinct from later
Champaran tin-
kathia struggle.

Pabna agrarian
unrest

1873–76 Eastern Bengal Tenant leagues and
cultivators

Legal organization,
rent strikes, and re-
sistance to landlord
exactions

Mostly disciplined
and legal; helped
shape Bengal ten-
ancy reform.

Deccan riots 1875 Western India Indebted cultiva-
tors

Attack moneylen-
ders’ records and
property rather
than indiscriminate
violence

Debt and credit
crisis, not a direct
zamindar struggle;
led toward relief
legislation.
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Munda Ulgulan 1899–1900 Chotanagpur Birsa Munda;
Munda commu-
nities

Restore land and
moral-political
order; resist dikus
and state

Religious, agrarian,
and political dimen-
sions overlapped;
later tenancy pro-
tection did not
restore full auton-
omy.

Mappila rebellions nineteenth century;
major uprising 1921

Malabar Muslim tenant cul-
tivators, religious
figures and local
leaders

Challenge landlord
power and colonial
authority through
recurrent local
risings

The 1921 rebellion
combined agrar-
ian, anti-colonial
and communal vio-
lence; it cannot be
reduced to only one
dimension.

Swadeshi and boy-
cott

1905–08, with
longer afterlife

Bengal and other
urban centres

Congress factions,
students, workers,
women, samitis,
entrepreneurs

Reverse Bengal
partition through
boycott, indige-
nous production,
national education,
and mobilization

Expanded politi-
cal repertoire but
remained uneven;
Swadeshi meant
building alterna-
tives as well as
refusing goods.

Ghadar movement 1913–17 North America,
Punjab, transna-
tional routes

Ghadar Party ac-
tivists, migrant
workers, returning
soldiers

Armed overthrow
through wartime
uprising and mili-
tary revolt

The February 1915
plan was pene-
trated and sup-
pressed; overseas
networks remained
influential.
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Home Rule move-
ment

1916–18 Maharashtra,
Madras Presidency,
all-India propa-
ganda

Tilak and Annie
Besant’s separate
leagues; educated
middle classes

Agitate legally for
self-government
through branches,
lectures, and print

Two leagues coop-
erated but were
not one organiza-
tion; helped reunite
nationalist politics.

Champaran satya-
graha

1917 Bihar Gandhi, Rajendra
Prasad, Brajkishore
Prasad, local peas-
ants

Inquiry and non-
violent pressure
against indigo obli-
gations

Established
Gandhi’s Indian
method; not a
revenue-remission
campaign.

Ahmedabad mill
strike

1918 Gujarat Gandhi, Anasuya
Sarabhai; textile
workers

Wage demand
through strike,
pledge, arbitration
pressure

Labour dispute, dis-
tinct from nearby
agrarian Kheda.

Kheda satyagraha 1918 Gujarat Gandhi, Vallab-
hbhai Patel, local
cultivators

Withhold revenue
where crop failure
justified suspen-
sion

Outcome was lim-
ited and negotiated;
not a complete can-
cellation for every
cultivator.

Rowlatt Satyagraha 1919 All-India with un-
even local forms

Gandhi and local
committees; urban
publics

Hartal and nonvio-
lent protest against
detention powers

Violence and re-
pression exposed
organizational lim-
its; preceded Non-
Cooperation.

Khilafat movement 1919–24 All India Ali brothers, ulema,
Muslim political
networks, Gandhi
alliance

Defend Ottoman
caliphate and pres-
sure Britain through
boycott and Non-
Cooperation

Joined anti-colonial
unity temporarily;
ended through
Turkish abolition
and political diver-
gence.
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Non-Cooperation
movement

1920–22 All India, regionally
translated

Gandhi, Congress,
Khilafat leaders;
students, lawyers,
traders, peasants,
workers

Boycott schools,
courts, councils,
titles, and foreign
cloth

Suspended after
Chauri Chaura;
withdrawal remains
a strategic debate,
not proof that mobi-
lization was insignif-
icant.

Akali/Gurdwara
reformmovement

1920–25 Punjab Akali Dal, SGPC,
Sikh volunteers

Remove corrupt
mahants and se-
cure representative
control of gurd-
waras through
disciplined protest

Led to the Sikh
Gurdwaras Act,
1925; distinct from
the Singh Sabha’s
earlier religious-
educational reform.

Eka movement 1921–22 Awadh, United
Provinces

Madari Pasi and
local peasant lead-
ers; tenants

Demand recorded
rents and resist
illegal cesses and
eviction

Began amid Non-
Cooperation but
developed au-
tonomous leader-
ship and methods.

Bardoli satyagraha 1928 Gujarat Vallabhbhai Patel;
organized peasants

Resist enhanced
land revenue
through disciplined
non-payment

Inquiry and revision
followed; a local-
ized success built
on strong organiza-
tion.

HSRA revolutionary
phase

1928–31 North India Chandrashekhar
Azad, Bhagat Singh,
Sukhdev, Rajguru,
B. K. Dutt and com-
rades

Socialist republican
revolution through
propaganda by
deed, organization
and political trials

Hindustan Socialist
Republican Asso-
ciation was the
1928 reorganization
of the HRA, not a
wholly unrelated
body.
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Chittagong ar-
moury raid and
aftermath

1930–34 Chittagong, Bengal Surya Sen, Kalpana
Dutt, Pritilata
Waddedar and
Indian Republican
Army group

Seize armouries,
interrupt commu-
nications and pro-
claim revolutionary
authority

Occurred during
Civil Disobedience
but followed an in-
dependent armed-
revolutionary strat-
egy.

Civil Disobedience
movement

1930–34 All India Gandhi and
Congress; women,
peasants, traders,
frontier activists

Break salt and
other laws, refuse
taxes selectively,
boycott, create
parallel legitimacy

Included truce and
renewed repres-
sion; broader than
the Salt March but
uneven by class
and region.

Temple-entry and
anti-untouchability
campaigns

1920s–40s Kerala, western
and southern India,
all-India reform

Dalit activists,
Gandhians, non-
Brahman leaders,
local reformers

Challenge exclu-
sion from roads,
temples, schools,
and civic equality

Gandhi’s Harijan
work and Ambed-
karite rights politics
differed in analysis
and remedy.

Individual Satya-
graha

1940–41 Selected sites
across India

Vinoba Bhave first;
chosen Congress
volunteers

Affirm speech
against war par-
ticipation without
launching immedi-
ate mass revolt

Limited anti-war
protest; not an
early phase of Quit
India violence.

Quit India move-
ment

1942–44 All India, strongest
in several districts

Congress call; de-
centralized stu-
dents, peasants,
workers, under-
ground organizers

Immediate British
withdrawal; strikes,
sabotage, under-
ground commu-
nication, parallel
governments

Leadership was ar-
rested immediately;
later action was
decentralized and
sometimes violent.
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INA campaigns and
trials

1943–46 Southeast Asia,
Burma front, Red
Fort

Subhas Bose; INA
soldiers; later de-
fence committees
and mass support-
ers

Fight British power
militarily; after
defeat, turn trials
into anti-colonial
mobilization

First INA under
Mohan Singh pre-
ceded Bose’s re-
organization; bat-
tlefield defeat and
political effect must
be separated.

Royal Indian Navy
uprising

Feb 1946 Bombay and other
naval centres

Naval ratings; soli-
darity from workers
and publics

Protest racial
abuse, conditions,
and colonial author-
ity

Rapidly ended after
political appeals;
important sign of
disaffection but not
the single cause of
withdrawal.

Tebhaga movement 1946–47 Bengal Kisan Sabha; share-
croppers

Demand two-thirds
share for cultivators
and storage in their
own granaries

Agrarian-class
movement amid
communal and
Partition crisis.

Telangana armed
struggle

1946–51 Hyderabad state,
especially Telan-
gana

Communist organiz-
ers; peasants and
rural labourers

Resist landlord co-
ercion and Nizam’s
order; pursue agrar-
ian change

Continued after
Hyderabad’s 1948
integration; distinct
from the 2014 cre-
ation of Telangana
state.

Praja Mandal move-
ments

1920s–40s Princely states State peoples’ or-
ganizations, local
activists and All In-
dia States Peoples’
Conference

Secure civil liber-
ties, representative
government and
responsible min-
istries

No single synchro-
nized movement;
conditions and
relations with
Congress varied
by state.
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JP movement 1974–75 Bihar, then national Jayaprakash
Narayan; students,
opposition groups

“Total Revolution,”
anti-corruption
mobilization, institu-
tional change

Helped unify oppo-
sition before Emer-
gency; included ide-
ologically diverse
participants.

Anti-Emergency
democratic move-
ment

1975–77 India Opposition lead-
ers, civil-liberty
networks, under-
ground activists

Restore elections,
press, and personal
liberty

Electoral defeat of
Congress in 1977
demonstrated alter-
nation; resistance
operated under
censorship and
detention.

Anti-CAA protests 2019–20 Assam, Delhi, uni-
versities, cities

Regional groups,
students, women-
led occupations,
civil organizations

Contest citizenship
classification and
feared documen-
tary exclusion

Assam emphasized
migration regard-
less of religion;
other sites em-
phasized secular
equality. CAA and
a nationwide NRC
are distinct.

Farmers’ movement 2020–21 Punjab, Haryana,
western Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi
borders, wider soli-
darity

Samyukta Kisan
Morcha and con-
stituent unions

Repeal three cen-
tral farm laws
through encamp-
ment, negotiation,
and mass protest

Parliament re-
pealed the statutes
in November 2021;
MSP, debt, and
ecological issues
remained.
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Brahmo Samaj 1828 Bengal Rammohun Roy;
later Debendranath
Tagore and Keshab
Chandra Sen

Monotheistic wor-
ship and social-
religious reform

Multiple later
branches; not
identical with ev-
ery Bengal reform
initiative.

Tattvabodhini
Sabha

1839 Bengal Debendranath
Tagore and Bengal
intellectuals

Study, ethical-
monotheistic re-
form and vernacu-
lar dissemination

Helped revive
Brahmo activity;
its journal was the
Tattvabodhini Pa-
trika.

Rahnumai Maz-
dayasnan Sabha

1851 Bombay Naoroji Furdunji,
Dadabhai Naoroji,
S. S. Bengalee and
Parsi reformers

Reform Zoroastrian
practice, education
and social custom

Parsi reform asso-
ciation; its name
is sometimes
misspelled “Maz-
dayasan.”

Darul Uloom De-
oband

1866 Deoband, Uttar
Pradesh

Muhammad Qasim
Nanautavi, Rashid
Ahmad Gangohi;
ulama and students

Community-
supported Islamic
scholarly education

Used modern or-
ganization while
preserving a cur-
riculum distinct
from Aligarh mod-
ernism.

Prarthana Samaj 1867 Bombay Presidency Atmaram Pan-
durang, M. G.
Ranade, R. G. Bhan-
darkar

Religious and social
reform through
association and
education

Influenced by
Brahmo ideas but
rooted in western
India.
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Organization Founded Region or base Key figures and
constituency

Objective and
method

Outcome or confu-
sion

East India Associa-
tion

1866 London, later
branches in India

Dadabhai Naoroji;
Indian and British
public figures

Present Indian
political-economic
questions to British
opinion

A London advo-
cacy organization,
distinct from the
Indian Association
founded in Bengal
in 1876.

Poona Sarvajanik
Sabha

1870 Pune and Bombay
Presidency

M. G. Ranade,
Ganesh Vasudeo
Joshi and later
Gokhale

Represent public
grievances and
investigate adminis-
tration and agrarian
conditions

Correct founding
year is 1870, not
1867.

Satyashodhak
Samaj

1873 Maharashtra Jyotirao and Sav-
itribai Phule; non-
Brahman and op-
pressed groups

Attack caste hier-
archy; education,
alternative ritual,
social equality

More radical anti-
caste program than
generic elite social
reform.

Singh Sabha move-
ment

1873 at Amritsar;
1879 at Lahore

Punjab Sikh reformers,
educators and
later Tat Khalsa
leadership

Gurmukhi print,
education and Sikh
religious reform

Twomajor founding
centres; later stan-
dardization should
not erase diverse
Sikh practice.

Arya Samaj 1875 Bombay origin;
strong in Punjab
and north India

Dayanand
Saraswati; reform
and educational
networks

Vedic reform, shud-
dhi, education,
social discipline

Reformist and re-
vivalist tendencies
coexisted.

Theosophical Soci-
ety

1875; Indian head-
quarters 1882

New York origin;
Adyar, Madras

Helena Blavatsky,
Henry Steel Olcott,
later Annie Besant

Comparative reli-
gion, cultural re-
vival, education
and later political
activity

Founded outside In-
dia; Adyar became
headquarters in
1882.
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Muhammadan
Anglo-Oriental
school/college

School 1875; col-
lege 1877

Aligarh Sir Syed Ahmad
Khan and Muslim
educational elites

Modern higher ed-
ucation and social
advancement

Became Aligarh
Muslim University
in 1920; do not con-
flate school found-
ing with college
inauguration.

Indian Association 1876 Bengal Surendranath
Banerjea, Ananda
Mohan Bose

Wider political
association and
all-India campaigns

Important prede-
cessor and con-
tributor to early
national politics.

Indian National
Congress

1885 All India Diverse leaders
and changing con-
stituencies

Constitutional ag-
itation, later mass
anti-colonial strug-
gle and electoral
politics

Methods, leader-
ship, and social
base changed re-
peatedly; never
internally uniform.

Madras Mahajana
Sabha

1884 Madras Presidency M. Vi-
raraghavachari,
G. Subramania Iyer,
P. Anandacharlu

Provincial politi-
cal coordination
and constitutional
agitation

Major southern
predecessor of
Congress.

Bombay Presidency
Association

1885 Bombay Presidency Pherozeshah
Mehta, K. T. Telang,
Badruddin Tyabji

Coordinate political
representation in
western India

Formed shortly
before the first
Congress; distinct
from the older Bom-
bay Association of
1852.

Ramakrishna Mis-
sion

1897 Bengal with wider
network

Swami
Vivekananda

Religious service,
education, relief,
spiritual teaching

Distinguish Ramakr-
ishna’s circle, the
Math, and the Mis-
sion’s institutional
work.
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sion

SNDP Yogam 1903 Travancore and
Kerala

Narayana Guru, Dr
Palpu, Kumaran
Asan; Ezhava con-
stituency

Education, orga-
nization, dignity
and access against
caste exclusion

Combined univer-
salist teaching
with community
advancement.

Anushilan Samiti c. 1902 Bengal Multiple local lead-
ers and youth net-
works

Physical culture
and revolutionary
action

Not a single perma-
nently centralized
body; overlapped
and divided with
other samitis.

Jugantar network 1906 Bengal Barindra Kumar
Ghose, Bhupen-
dranath Datta and
later decentralized
groups

Armed revolution-
ary organization
and propaganda

Related to the Ju-
gantar newspaper
and Anushilan cur-
rents, but organiza-
tional boundaries
shifted.

Abhinav Bharat 1904 Maharashtra and
overseas links

V. D. Savarkar,
Ganesh Savarkar

Secret revolution-
ary organization

Connected domes-
tic and London ac-
tivism; distinct from
later organizations
using similar nation-
alist language.

India House 1905 London Shyamji Krishna
Varma; Indian stu-
dents and revolu-
tionary nationalists

Hostel, political dis-
cussion and over-
seas anti-colonial
networking

An institution and
network, not the
same as The Indian
Sociologist.

Servants of India
Society

1905 Pune, all-India ser-
vice

Gopal Krishna
Gokhale

Train full-time pub-
lic workers for edu-
cation and reform

Moderate
institution-building,
not a revolutionary
society.
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All-India Muslim
League

1906 Dacca founding;
later all India

Aga Khan, Nawab
Salimullah, later Jin-
nah and provincial
leaders

Muslim political rep-
resentation; later
Pakistan demand

Objectives
changed substan-
tially; 1906 forma-
tion must not be
read through 1940
alone.

Ghadar Party 1913 San Francisco and
migrant networks

Lala Hardayal, So-
han Singh Bhakna,
Kartar Singh
Sarabha

Secular republican
armed revolt and
propaganda

Diasporic origin;
not confined to
Punjab despite
strong Punjabi
base.

Home Rule Leagues 1916 Tilak’s west-
ern/central zone;
Besant’s wider net-
work

Tilak and Annie
Besant

Constitutional
self-government
through pro-
paganda and
branches

Two separate
leagues, not one
jointly founded
association.

Hindu Mahasabha 1915 organizational
consolidation

North and west
India, varied provin-
cial bases

Madan Mohan
Malaviya, later V.
D. Savarkar and
others

Hindu political
consolidation and
representation

Leadership and
policy changed; not
interchangeable
with the RSS or
every Hindu social
body.

Justice Party 1916 Madras Presidency Non-Brahman elites
and associations

Representation, ed-
ucation, jobs, and
provincial power

Electoral non-
Brahman politics;
later Self-Respect
politics was related
but distinct.
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Women’s Indian
Association

1917 Adyar, Madras; later
all India

Annie Besant, Mar-
garet Cousins,
Dorothy Jinara-
jadasa and Indian
colleagues

Women’s educa-
tion, social reform,
suffrage and politi-
cal rights

Early all-India
women’s platform;
not identical with
the AIWC.

Communist Party
of India

1920s; Kanpur
conference 1925 as
key organizational
marker

All India with re-
gional centres

M. N. Roy-
associated inter-
national origins;
S. A. Dange and
others

Socialist revolution,
labour and peasant
organization

Founding date
varies by whether
Tashkent 1920 or
Kanpur 1925 is
emphasized; state
this convention.

Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh

1925 Nagpur origin; later
national

K. B. Hedgewar;
cadre network

Hindu social con-
solidation through
disciplined volun-
teer organization

Cultural organiza-
tion with growing
political influence;
distinct institu-
tion from the later
Bharatiya Jana
Sangh and BJP.

Hindustan Republi-
can Association

1924 North India Ram Prasad Bismil,
Sachindranath
Sanyal, Ashfaqulla
Khan and others

Armed republican
revolution

Reorganized as
HSRA in 1928 with
an explicit socialist
name and program.

Bahishkrit Hi-
takarini Sabha

1924 Bombay Presidency B. R. Ambedkar;
excluded-caste stu-
dents and activists

Education, rep-
resentation and
socio-economic
advancement

Preceded Ambed-
kar’s later Indepen-
dent Labour Party
and Scheduled
Castes Federation.
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All India Trade
Union Congress

1920 All India labour
network

Lala Lajpat Rai first
president; nation-
alist, socialist, and
communist cur-
rents

Coordinate labour
organization and
political demands

Experienced ide-
ological splits;
no single current
permanently con-
trolled all labour.

Ahmedabad Textile
Labour Association

1920 Ahmedabad, Gu-
jarat

Anasuya Sarabhai,
Gandhi and labour
organizers

Arbitration, welfare
and union organiza-
tion among textile
workers

Gandhian labour
institution; distinct
from the temporary
Ahmedabad strike
committee of 1918.

Shiromani Gurd-
wara Parbandhak
Committee

1920 Punjab Elected Sikh rep-
resentatives and
Akali reformers

Administer major
gurdwaras and
represent reform
claims

Acronym is SGPC;
legal authority was
consolidated by
the Sikh Gurdwaras
Act, 1925.

Shiromani Akali Dal 1920 Punjab Akali organizers
and Sikh political
workers

Coordinate gurd-
wara reform and
Sikh political repre-
sentation

Party and SGPC
were closely linked
but are distinct
institutions.

Swaraj Party 1923 Congress-linked all
India

C. R. Das, Motilal
Nehru

Enter councils to
obstruct and ex-
pose colonial gov-
ernment

Council entry was
a tactic within anti-
colonial politics,
not acceptance of
dyarchy.

Self-Respect Move-
ment

1925 Tamil region E. V. Ramasamy
Periyar; non-
Brahman and anti-
caste constituen-
cies

Destroy caste hi-
erarchy, priestly
authority, patri-
archy, and imposed
ritual

Related to but not
identical with the
earlier Justice
Party.
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Organization Founded Region or base Key figures and
constituency

Objective and
method

Outcome or confu-
sion

All India States Peo-
ples’ Conference

1927 Princely states Balwantrai Mehta
and varied Praja
Mandal leaders;
later Congress links

Responsible gov-
ernment and civil
rights in princely
states

British Indian con-
stitutional reforms
did not automati-
cally apply inside
princely states.

All India Women’s
Conference

1927 All India Margaret Cousins,
Kamaladevi Chat-
topadhyay, Muthu-
lakshmi Reddy and
many regional lead-
ers

Women’s educa-
tion, legal reform,
suffrage and citi-
zenship

Began around ed-
ucation and ex-
panded; leadership
was diverse and
changed over time.

Federation of Indian
Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry

1927 All India business
network

G. D. Birla, Purshot-
tamdas Thakurdas
and regional cham-
bers

Coordinate Indian
business policy and
economic national-
ism

Acronym is FICCI;
business interests
were never per-
fectly uniform.

Khudai Khidmatgar 1929 North-West Frontier
Province

Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan; Pashtun
volunteers

Nonviolent disci-
pline, social reform,
and anti-colonial
mobilization

“Red Shirts”;
Islamic-Pashtun
setting did not pre-
vent alliance with
Congress nonvio-
lence.

Congress Socialist
Party

1934 Congress network Acharya Narendra
Dev, Jayaprakash
Narayan, Ram
Manohar Lohia

Socialist pro-
gram within the
Congress and mass
organization

A caucus within
Congress initially,
not the Communist
Party.

All India Kisan
Sabha

1936 All India agrarian
network

Swami Sahajanand
Saraswati, N. G.
Ranga and left
currents

Tenant, rent, debt,
land, and peasant
rights

Provincial sabhas
and local demands
varied widely.
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Organization Founded Region or base Key figures and
constituency

Objective and
method

Outcome or confu-
sion

Forward Bloc 1939 Congress break-
away national net-
work

Subhas Chandra
Bose

Consolidate left
and militant anti-
imperialist forces

Formed after
Bose’s conflict
with Congress high
command; distinct
from the INA.

All India Scheduled
Castes Federation

1942 All India B. R. Ambedkar
and Dalit political
organizers

Independent
Scheduled Caste
representation and
safeguards

Distinct from
Congress-
sponsored Dalit
bodies and Ambed-
kar’s earlier Inde-
pendent Labour
Party.

Indian National
Army

1942 first phase;
reorganized 1943

Southeast Asia Mohan Singh first;
Subhas Bose later;
Indian POWs and
diaspora

Armed struggle
against British rule
with Japanese
support

First and second
phases must be
separated; Azad
Hind government
was proclaimed in
1943.

Samyukta Kisan
Morcha

2020 coalition India, strong north-
western base

Multiple farmer
unions

Coordinate opposi-
tion to farm laws

Coalition, not a
single permanent
union or political
party.
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Newspapers, journals, and political print
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Publication Founder or editor Language and place Political role Common confusion

Sambad Kaumudi Rammohun Roy Bengali, Calcutta Reform, public reason-
ing, campaign against
sati

Distinguish from
Roy’s PersianMirat-
ul-Akhbar.

Mirat-ul-Akhbar Rammohun Roy Persian, Calcutta Commentary and
press-freedom protest

Ceased in protest after
the 1823 press regula-
tions.

Hindu Patriot Girish Chandra Ghosh,
founder; Harish Chan-
dra Mukherjee, major
editor

English, Calcutta Publicized indigo
abuses and political
issues

Founding and the editor
most associated with
indigo advocacy are
different attributions.

Amrita Bazar Patrika Sisir Kumar Ghosh and
Motilal Ghosh

Bengali, then bilingual,
then English; Bengal

Nationalist criticism
and press resistance

Became English-
language in 1878
during the Vernacu-
lar Press Act crisis;
avoid the oversimplified
“overnight translation”
legend.

Rast Goftar Dadabhai Naoroji Gujarati, Bombay Parsi social reform and
public debate

Title means “truth
teller”; distinct
from Naoroji’s later
economic-nationalist
organizations.

Tahzib-ul-Akhlaq Sir Syed Ahmad Khan Urdu, Aligarh Muslim social and edu-
cational reform

Journal of the Aligarh
movement, not the
same publication as
the Aligarh Institute
Gazette.

Kesari /Mahratta Bal Gangadhar Tilak Marathi / English, Pune Assertive nationalism,
public festivals, politi-
cal education

Two publications for
different linguistic
publics.
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Publication Founder or editor Language and place Political role Common confusion

The Hindu G. Subramania Iyer and
colleagues

English, Madras Public affairs and na-
tionalist criticism

Institutional authorship
extended beyond one
founder.

Swadesamitran G. Subramania Iyer Tamil, Madras Tamil political journal-
ism and nationalist
debate

Distinct from the
English-language The
Hindu.

Bengalee Surendranath Banerjea English, Calcutta Moderate nationalist
opinion

Not Bankimchandra’s
Bengali literary periodi-
cal Bangadarshan.

Bande Mataram Aurobindo Ghose
prominently associ-
ated; Bipin Chandra Pal
founding editor

English, Calcutta Swadeshi-era militant
nationalist argument

Publication title should
not be confused with
the song or slogan.

Jugantar Bhupendranath Datta,
Barindra Kumar Ghose
and revolutionary asso-
ciates

Bengali, Calcutta Revolutionary national-
ist propaganda

The newspaper and
the wider Jugantar
revolutionary network
overlapped but were
not identical.

The Indian Sociologist Shyamji Krishna Varma English, London and
later Europe

India House-linked
anticolonial argument

Overseas publication
subjected to British
restriction; distinct
from the India House
organization.

Young India Associated most
strongly with Gandhi
in India

English Non-Cooperation, con-
structive work, ethical-
political argument

Gandhi did not origi-
nate every publication
with this title; specify
his journalistic phase.

Navjivan Gandhi Gujarati, later Hindi
editions

Mass political educa-
tion and constructive
program

Different audience and
language from Young
India.
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Publication Founder or editor Language and place Political role Common confusion

Harijan Gandhi and associates English with related
language journals

Anti-untouchability,
constructive work,
public commentary

“Harijan” is a historical
Gandhian term now
widely considered in-
appropriate; use Dalit
in present exposition
where suitable.

Al-Hilal / Al-Balagh Abul Kalam Azad Urdu, Calcutta Anti-imperial and pan-
Islamic political argu-
ment

Al-Balagh followed
restrictions on Al-Hilal.

New India / Common-
weal

Annie Besant English, Madras Home Rule propaganda
and political debate

Newspapers supported
the movement but were
not themselves the
Home Rule League.

Ghadar Ghadar Party Multiple languages,
San Francisco

Revolutionary propa-
ganda for soldiers and
migrants

Publication and orga-
nization shared the
name; circulation was
transnational.

Pratap Ganesh Shankar Vid-
yarthi

Hindi, Kanpur Nationalist, labour,
peasant, and
communal-harmony
advocacy

Editor’s activism ex-
tended beyond print.

Mooknayak Initiated by B. R.
Ambedkar; P. N.
Bhatkar first editor

Marathi, Bombay Dalit rights, representa-
tion, and social critique

Initiator and named
editor were not the
same; do not merge
with Bahishkrit Bharat.

Bahishkrit Bharat B. R. Ambedkar Marathi Anti-caste organization
and political education

Later thanMooknayak
and tied to a develop-
ing institutional move-
ment.
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Publication Founder or editor Language and place Political role Common confusion

National Herald Founded by Jawa-
harlal Nehru in 1938;
Congress-associated
editors

English, Lucknow Anti-colonial and
Congress-oriented
journalism

Founding association
does not mean Nehru
wrote every editorial
position.
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Slogans, declarations, andmemorable
political language

Phrase or docu-
ment

Associated fig-
ure or organiza-
tion

Context Meaning and
trap

“Swaraj is my
birthright”

Bal Gangadhar
Tilak

Assertive nation-
alist and Home
Rule politics

Captures
claim to self-
government;
exact wording
and occasion
are often re-
peated through
later memory.

“Vande
Mataram”

Bankimchandra
Chattopadhyay;
Swadeshi adop-
tion

Song in Anan-
damath, later
nationalist mobi-
lization

Powerful na-
tional symbol;
later religious
interpretation
and inclusion
remained con-
tested.

“Inquilab Zind-
abad”

Earlier coined by
Hasrat Mohani;
popularized by
Bhagat Singh
and revolution-
ary politics

1920s revolu-
tionary and
socialist mo-
bilization

Do not attribute
coinage solely
to Bhagat Singh.

“Sarfaroshi ki
tamanna”

Bismil Az-
imabadi’s poem;
popularized by
Ram Prasad
Bismil and revo-
lutionaries

HRA/HSRAmar-
tyr tradition

Authorship and
popular associ-
ation are differ-
ent.

“Do or Die” Gandhi Quit India ad-
dress, 8 August
1942

Immediate de-
termination
under nonvio-
lent intent; later
decentralized
action varied.
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Phrase or docu-
ment

Associated fig-
ure or organiza-
tion

Context Meaning and
trap

“Delhi Chalo” Subhas Bose
and INA

Azad Hind/INA
mobilization

Military-political
destination and
rallying cry; not
a Congress
movement slo-
gan.

“Simon Go
Back”

Simon Commis-
sion boycott
movement

Nationwide
protests from
1928

Collective anti-
commission
slogan; compet-
ing later claims
make single-
person coinage
uncertain.

“Jai Hind” INA-associated
salutation,
strongly linked
to Abid Hasan
and Bose’s
movement

Wartime nation-
alist usage, later
national greet-
ing

Avoid a sim-
plistic single-
inventor claim
without qualifi-
cation.

“Jai Jawan, Jai
Kisan”

Lal Bahadur
Shastri

1965 war and
food crisis

Links national
defence and
agricultural pro-
duction.

“Garibi Hatao” Indira Gandhi
and Congress

1971 election Populist re-
distributive
promise; slo-
gan does not
by itself mea-
sure poverty
outcomes.

“Total Revolu-
tion”

Jayaprakash
Narayan

1974–75 move-
ment

Broad moral,
social, political,
and institutional
transformation,
not merely a
change of min-
istry.
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Phrase or docu-
ment

Associated fig-
ure or organiza-
tion

Context Meaning and
trap

Queen’s Procla-
mation

British Crown 1858 transfer Promised re-
ligious non-
interference,
equal eligibility,
treaty respect,
and clemency
within limits;
practice re-
tained racial
hierarchy.

Purna Swaraj
declaration

Indian National
Congress

Lahore ses-
sion 1929; In-
dependence
Day pledge 26
January 1930

Complete in-
dependence,
distinct from do-
minion status.

Karachi Resolu-
tion

Congress 1931 Fundamental
rights and na-
tional economic
program; politi-
cal commitment,
not enacted con-
stitutional law.

Lahore Resolu-
tion

Muslim League 1940 Called for terri-
torially grouped
autonomous
and sovereign
units in Muslim-
majority zones;
later Pakistan
meanings
evolved.

“Tryst with Des-
tiny”

Jawaharlal
Nehru

Constituent As-
sembly address,
midnight 14–15
August 1947

Marks transfer
of sovereignty;
does not encom-
pass Partition’s
simultaneous
human cost.
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Phrase or docu-
ment

Associated fig-
ure or organiza-
tion

Context Meaning and
trap

Objectives Reso-
lution

Jawaharlal
Nehru, Con-
stituent Assem-
bly

Introduced
1946, adopted
1947

Foundational
statement of
sovereignty,
democracy, jus-
tice, and federal
union; later re-
flected in the
Preamble.

Retrieval method
For any named movement or body, reconstruct six fields: date,
place, social base, objective, method, and turning point. For
a publication or slogan, add language/audience and distinguish
the origin from later popular association. This prevents name
recognition frommasquerading as usable recall.



Appendix F - Historians,
Works, and Interpretive
Schools

Historical interpretation is an argument about evidence, causa-
tion, scale, and emphasis. Use the matrix to identify what an ap-
proach reveals, then state what it may understate. A historian
can contribute tomore than one approach, and a label never sub-
stitutes for reading the actual claim.

Major interpretive approaches

176
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Historian or school Work or concept Main claim Best use Criticism or limit Related topic

Colonial or imperial
historiography

Civilizing mission,
order, tutelage, and
gradual constitu-
tional progress

British rule al-
legedly rescued
India from stagna-
tion or disorder and
prepared it for mod-
ern government.

Identifying how
empire justified
conquest, racial
hierarchy, and
restricted represen-
tation.

Teleological and
Eurocentric; min-
imizes coercion,
extraction, Indian
agency, and pre-
colonial dynamism.

Conquest; gover-
nance; education;
nationalism

Nationalist histori-
ography

National awakening
and anti-imperial
unity

Colonial domina-
tion produced
poverty and po-
litical subordina-
tion; nationalism
represented an ex-
panding struggle
for freedom.

Recovering anti-
colonial agency and
linking economic
critique with politi-
cal mobilization.

Can smooth over
caste, class, gen-
der, regional, and
communal conflicts
or treat the nation
as already unified.

Drain; Congress;
mass movements;
independence

Marxist historiogra-
phy

Class structure,
colonial mode of
production, depen-
dent development

Colonialism reorga-
nized economy and
society around im-
perial needs; class
alliances and con-
tradictions shaped
nationalism.

Connecting land,
capital, labour,
state power, and
the social limits of
political coalitions.

Class categories
can become too
schematic or under-
state culture, caste,
religion, and politi-
cal contingency.

Agrarian change;
industry; labour;
national movement

Cambridge School Locality, patron-
age, collaboration,
competition

Indian politics de-
veloped through
local elite competi-
tion, patron-client
networks, and bar-
gaining for power,
not solely ideologi-
cal nationalism.

Testing national-
ist claims against
provincial orga-
nization, faction,
elections, and inter-
mediary politics.

Can reduce ideas
and anti-colonial
conviction to com-
petition for office
and neglect pop-
ular autonomy or
imperial structure.

Congress origins;
provincial politics;
elections
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Historian or school Work or concept Main claim Best use Criticism or limit Related topic

Subaltern Studies Autonomous do-
main; dominance
without hegemony

Elite narratives do
not exhaust poli-
tics; peasants and
other subordinated
groups created au-
tonomous idioms
and practices of
resistance.

Recovering popular
initiative and ex-
plaining why mass
action exceeded
elite programs.

The elite/subaltern
divide can harden;
fragmentary evi-
dence complicates
recovery; material
institutions may re-
ceive less attention.

Peasant action;
1857; Gandhian
movements

Feminist historiog-
raphy

Gendered citizen-
ship, household,
labour, reform, and
violence

Colonialism and
nationalism were
structured through
gender; women
acted politically
while movements
also reproduced
patriarchal limits.

Moving beyond
lists of prominent
women to analyze
work, law, domes-
ticity, representa-
tion, and violence.

“Women” cannot
be treated as one
category; caste,
class, religion, re-
gion, and sexuality
alter experience.

Reform; labour; na-
tionalism; Partition

Postcolonial ap-
proaches

Colonial discourse,
derivative national-
ism, hybrid moder-
nity

Colonial categories
shaped knowledge
and subjecthood;
nationalist moder-
nity both contested
and inherited colo-
nial forms.

Analyzing census,
law, education,
identity, and the
conceptual limits of
European political
categories.

Discursive focus
can obscure eco-
nomic measure-
ment, institutions,
and practical politi-
cal organization.

Knowledge; com-
munity; national-
ism; decolonization

New cultural history Symbols, ritual,
print, public culture,
memory

Politics works
through language,
performance, im-
agery, rumor, com-
memoration, and
everyday meaning
as well as formal
institutions.

Explaining why
flags, songs, mar-
tyrs, religious id-
ioms, and public
rituals mobilized
people.

Symbolic analysis
must remain con-
nected to coercion,
resources, organi-
zations, and social
location.

Swadeshi; revo-
lutionary politics;
communalism
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Historian or school Work or concept Main claim Best use Criticism or limit Related topic

Regional and revi-
sionist history

Regional state for-
mation, commerce,
adaptation

The eighteenth cen-
tury and colonial
economy contained
regional dynamism,
indigenous net-
works, and selec-
tive adaptation
alongside decline.

Correcting sim-
ple “collapse then
rescue” and “total
destruction” narra-
tives.

Local success can-
not cancel aggre-
gate exploitation,
vulnerability, or
uneven losses.

Eighteenth century;
artisans; business
networks

Environmental
history

Famine, forest
control, irrigation,
disease, ecological
change

State power, mar-
kets, climate, land
use, and ecolog-
ical intervention
interacted to re-
distribute risk and
resources.

Replacing purely
natural or purely po-
litical explanations
of famine and en-
vironmental crisis
with mechanisms.

Broad ecological
claims require local
and quantitative
evidence; environ-
mental causation
must not erase hu-
man responsibility.

Famines; forests;
agrarian economy;
development
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Historians and recurring debates
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Historian or school Work or concept Main claim Best use Criticism or limit Related topic

Jadunath Sarkar Mughal political
and military history

Imperial decline is
closely connected
to Aurangzeb’s poli-
cies, prolonged
warfare, adminis-
trative strain, and
failures of later
rulers.

Reconstructing
court, campaign,
and high-political
sequence.

A ruler-centered
decline model can
understate struc-
tural, agrarian,
fiscal, commer-
cial, and regional
transformation.

Mughal decline

Irfan Habib The Agrarian Sys-
tem of Mughal
India

Jagirdari pressure,
surplus extraction,
agrarian relations,
and fiscal contra-
diction are central
to Mughal political
economy.

Connecting impe-
rial institutions to
rural production
and crisis.

A system-level
account needs
regional qualifica-
tion and does not
alone explain every
successor state.

Mughal economy;
eighteenth century

M. Athar Ali Mughal nobility and
the imperial system

The composition,
assignment struc-
ture, and politics of
the Mughal nobility
reveal institutional
stress beyond per-
sonal failure.

Testing commu-
nal or personality-
based explanations
of decline.

Elite administrative
evidence provides
only part of the
wider social and
regional picture.

Nobility; jagirdari
crisis

Muzaffar Alam The Crisis of Em-
pire in Mughal
North India

Imperial weakening
involved regional-
ization of authority
and new political
formations, not
a simple disap-
pearance of gover-
nance.

Explaining succes-
sor states as re-
configured Mughal
political cultures.

North Indian pat-
terns should not
be generalized me-
chanically across
the subcontinent.

Awadh; Punjab;
regional states
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Historian or school Work or concept Main claim Best use Criticism or limit Related topic

C. A. Bayly Rulers, Townsmen
and Bazaars; infor-
mation order

Indigenous com-
mercial, urban,
political, and infor-
mation networks
shaped eighteenth-
century state for-
mation and colonial
expansion.

Seeing merchants,
towns, intermedi-
aries, and knowl-
edge networks as
active institutions.

Emphasis on conti-
nuity and collabora-
tion can understate
violent rupture and
colonial asymme-
try.

Eighteenth century;
colonial state

Rajat Kanta Ray Bazaar economy;
Indian business
networks

Indigenous com-
mercial organiza-
tion survived and
adapted within an
imperial division of
economic space.

Nuancing an undif-
ferentiated decline
of Indian enter-
prise.

Adaptation by
some groups does
not disprove dein-
dustrialization,
unequal policy, or
aggregate impover-
ishment.

Business; colonial
economy

Dadabhai Naoroji Poverty and Un-
British Rule in India;
drain theory

Unrequited trans-
fers through
salaries, pen-
sions, remittances,
trade, and imperial
charges impover-
ished India.

Explaining how
economic critique
converted imperial
finance into nation-
alist politics.

Exact drain totals
and counterfac-
tual growth require
care; the struc-
tural argument is
stronger than any
single estimate.

Economic national-
ism

R. C. Dutt Economic History
of India

Revenue pressure,
free-trade policy,
deindustrialization,
and state choices
intensified poverty
and famine.

Linking adminis-
trative policy with
agrarian distress
and industrial
change.

Some causal and
quantitative claims
require regional
and later statistical
revision.

Revenue; famine;
industry
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Historian or school Work or concept Main claim Best use Criticism or limit Related topic

M. G. Ranade Industrialization
and reformist politi-
cal economy

India needed mod-
ern industry, credit,
infrastructure, and
constructive state
action rather than
doctrinaire laissez-
faire.

Comparing na-
tionalist economic
remedies, not only
critiques.

His moderate social
and political posi-
tion did not fully
resolve conflicts
of caste, property,
and labour.

Industrial policy;
Moderate national-
ism

R. P. Dutt India Today Indian nationalism
reflected class
alliances and bour-
geois leadership
within a colonial
economy; mass
pressure repeat-
edly exceeded elite
limits.

A clear Marxist
interpretation of
Congress strategy
and class compro-
mise.

Can impose a pre-
determined class
script and under-
state ideological
change, contin-
gency, and internal
diversity.

Congress; class;
mass movements

Bipan Chandra The Rise and
Growth of Eco-
nomic Nationalism
in India; colonialism
as a system

Nationalist eco-
nomic critique
exposed the struc-
tural character
of colonialism;
the movement
built a broad anti-
imperialist coalition
through changing
strategies.

Connecting ideol-
ogy, organization,
phases of strug-
gle, and long-term
political education.

The integrative na-
tionalist framework
may understate au-
tonomous popular
politics and coer-
cive conflicts within
the coalition.

Nationalism; strat-
egy; colonial econ-
omy
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Historian or school Work or concept Main claim Best use Criticism or limit Related topic

Sumit Sarkar The Swadeshi
Movement in Ben-
gal, 1903–1908;
Modern India,
1885–1947

Nationalism con-
tained elite initia-
tives, mass par-
ticipation, social
contradiction, and
moments of retreat;
local material must
test national narra-
tives.

Analyzing
Swadeshi, Gand-
hian strategy, class
tension, and the
limits of unity.

Phase-based syn-
thesis can still priv-
ilege organized
politics over less
documented every-
day action.

Swadeshi; Gand-
hian era

Anil Seal and Cam-
bridge scholars

The Emergence of
Indian Nationalism

Competition
among educated
elites and local
patrons shaped
political associa-
tion and Congress
growth.

Studying recruit-
ment, faction,
locality, and the
practical machinery
of early politics.

Instrumentalism
can drain nation-
alism of ideology
and minimize the
colonial state’s
structuring power.

Early Congress

Ranajit Guha Elementary As-
pects of Peasant
Insurgency; dom-
inance without
hegemony

Colonial rule relied
heavily on coer-
cive dominance,
while peasant insur-
gency possessed
recognizable au-
tonomous forms
and consciousness.

Reading rebellion
through insurgents’
categories and
actions rather than
official labels.

Recovering con-
sciousness from
hostile archives is
difficult; “auton-
omy” may obscure
interaction with
elites.

Peasant resistance;
subaltern politics
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Historian or school Work or concept Main claim Best use Criticism or limit Related topic

Partha Chatterjee Nationalist thought;
material and spiri-
tual domains

Anti-colonial na-
tionalism resisted
colonial rule while
borrowing modern
state forms and
claiming an inner
cultural domain of
sovereignty.

Examining the con-
ceptual and cultural
contradictions of
nationalism.

The domain dis-
tinction may not fit
every region, class,
gender, or political
practice.

Nationalism; post-
colonial state

Dipesh
Chakrabarty

Provincializing
Europe; historical
difference

European social-
science categories
are powerful but in-
complete for South
Asian historical
worlds; modernity
is plural and trans-
lated.

Questioning uni-
versal develop-
mental timelines
and attending to
heterogeneous
experience.

Abstract critique
requires connec-
tion to institutional
chronology, ma-
terial inequality,
and measurable
change.

Modernity; decolo-
nization

Judith M. Brown Gandhi and
Congress mobi-
lization

Gandhi built an un-
usually broad coali-
tion through moral
authority, organiza-
tion, symbols, and
negotiation, but
support remained
socially and region-
ally uneven.

Balancing lead-
ership, strategy,
inclusiveness, and
limits.

Leadership-
centered analysis
needs supplemen-
tation from local
histories of ap-
propriation and
conflict.

Gandhi; mass mobi-
lization
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David Hardiman Peasant Nation-
alists of Gujarat;
subaltern and local
Gandhi studies

Rural groups trans-
lated Gandhian pol-
itics through local
grievances, moral
economies, and
existing community
structures.

Showing that par-
ticipation did not
mean passive obe-
dience to national
leadership.

Local findings
should not auto-
matically stand for
every province or
movement.

Peasants; Gand-
hian nationalism

Amiya Kumar
Bagchi

“Deindustrialization
in Gangetic Bihar,
1809–1901”; colo-
nial underdevelop-
ment

Occupational evi-
dence from Bihar
supports substan-
tial regional manu-
facturing decline,
while colonial policy
and unequal struc-
tures restricted
autonomous indus-
trial development.

Testing deindustri-
alization through
regional quantita-
tive evidence.

Bihar cannot stand
for every region;
occupational cate-
gories and baseline
comparisons re-
quire care.

Deindustrialization;
industry

Tirthankar Roy Indian economic
history; artisanal
adaptation

Markets, skills, eco-
logical constraints,
institutions, and
regional variation
produced both
decline and adap-
tation in craft and
industry.

Testing total-
collapse accounts
and identifying
sectoral winners,
losers, and continu-
ities.

Revision of extreme
decline claims does
not negate colonial
extraction or mass
poverty.

Crafts; industry;
markets
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Historian or school Work or concept Main claim Best use Criticism or limit Related topic

Rajnarayan Chan-
davarkar

The Origins of In-
dustrial Capitalism
in India

Labour and in-
dustrial politics
emerged through
neighbourhood,
migration, jobber,
caste, and political
networks, not a sim-
ple factory-class
model.

Understanding
Bombay labour or-
ganization and the
social world of in-
dustrial capitalism.

Urban-industrial
focus covers only
part of India’s work-
force and regional
experience.

Labour; industry

Ayesha Jalal The Sole
Spokesman

Jinnah’s Pakistan
demand functioned
in part as leverage
for a powerful all-
India constitutional
arrangement; the
eventual Partition
differed from the
bargaining objec-
tive.

Explaining negotia-
tion, federal alterna-
tives, and the gap
between demand
and outcome.

A high-political bar-
gaining frame can
understate pop-
ular mobilization,
ideology, provin-
cial actors, and
violence.

Pakistan demand;
Partition

Mushirul Hasan Muslim politics
and the contested
nation

Muslim political
opinion remained
plural; regional,
class, ideological,
and institutional
differences prevent
a single-consensus
narrative.

Rejecting the idea
that one organiza-
tion always spoke
for all Muslims.

Diversity alone
does not explain
the rapid electoral
consolidation be-
hind the League by
1946.

Muslim politics;
Partition
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Gyanendra Pandey The Construction
of Communalism
in Colonial North
India; memory of
violence

Communal iden-
tities and official
categories were
historically con-
structed; violence
and its memory
shape narratives
of community and
nation.

Analyzing census,
language, rumor,
locality, and the
silences around
Partition violence.

Discursive and
memory analysis
must remain tied to
organizations, state
action, and material
conflict.

Communalism;
Partition

Granville Austin The Indian Consti-
tution: Cornerstone
of a Nation

The Constitution
pursued a “seam-
less web” of na-
tional unity, democ-
racy, and social
revolution through
negotiated institu-
tional design.

Understanding Con-
stituent Assembly
consensus and
the interaction of
rights, governance,
and reform.

Consensus empha-
sis can understate
exclusions, un-
resolved federal
disputes, and coer-
cive dimensions of
state-building.

Constitution

Rajni Kothari Politics in India;
Congress system

Congress func-
tioned as a domi-
nant but internally
competitive um-
brella, with factions
and opposition in-
fluencing politics
through and around
it.

Explaining early
postcolonial party
dominance without
calling India a one-
party state.

The model weak-
ened as Congress
fragmented and
regional, caste,
ideological, and op-
position parties ac-
quired autonomous
strength.

Postcolonial poli-
tics; party system
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Ramachandra Guha India After Gandhi India’s democratic
survival emerged
through recurring
conflicts over na-
tionhood, language,
caste, economy,
and federalism
rather than a
smooth national
consensus.

Building a broad
post-1947 narrative
with institutional
and social plurality.

Wide synthesis
must be supple-
mented by special-
ized regional, eco-
nomic, gender, and
subaltern research.

Independent India
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How to write a historiographical answer
1. Name the question, not merely the period: for example,
whether 1857 had a unified national program.

2. State two positions accurately in one sentence each.
3. Identify the evidence and scale behind each position: court

archive, revenue record, local study, economic series, oral
memory, or organizational document.

4. Test the boundary: a provincial finding may not describe all
India; an aggregate trend may conceal regional variation.

5. Give a reasoned synthesis that preserves what each ap-
proach explains without pretending every claim is equally
strong.

The most defensible answers separate event, interpretation,
and judgment. An event can be established while its represen-
tativeness, motive, or long-termmeaning remains contested.



Appendix G -
High-Confusion
Comparisons and
Common Traps

Useeach rowasa two-way retrieval prompt: cover either side, re-
construct the distinction, then name one consequence. Similar
labels often conceal different authorities, methods, constituen-
cies, or constitutional effects.

Company expansion and administration

Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Plassey (1757) /
Buxar (1764)

Plassey was
a conspiracy-
assisted regime
change in Ben-
gal; Buxar was
a major field
victory over
the combined
forces of Mir
Qasim, Shuja-
ud-Daula, and
Shah Alam II.

Calling Plassey
the conclusive
military con-
quest of north
India.

Plassey
opened the
treasury; Buxar
secured the
claim.

191
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Diwani / Niza-
mat

Diwani meant
revenue collec-
tion and civil
justice; Nizamat
covered polic-
ing, criminal
justice, and ex-
ecutive order.
The Company
obtained Ben-
gal’s Diwani
in 1765 while
leaving nominal
Nizamat respon-
sibilities with
the nawab.

Treating Diwani
as complete
sovereign rule
from the first
day.

Money with
the Company,
nominal order
with the nawab.

Bengal Dual
Government
/ Pitt’s double
government

Bengal’s 1765–
72 arrangement
separated effec-
tive fiscal power
from nominal
administration
in India; Pitt’s
1784 system
divided over-
sight in Britain
between the
Court of Direc-
tors and Board
of Control.

Using “dual”
and “double”
government as
synonyms.

Bengal: Com-
pany power,
nawab respon-
sibility; Britain:
commerce plus
control.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Regulating Act
1773 / Pitt’s
India Act 1784

The first as-
serted parlia-
mentary regula-
tion and created
a Governor-
General of
Bengal and
Supreme Court;
the second
strengthened
political super-
vision through
the Board of
Control.

Assigning the
Board of Control
to 1773.

1773 regulates;
1784 super-
vises.

Charter Acts
1813 / 1833 /
1853

1813 ended
most Company
trade monopoly;
1833 ended its
commercial
role and made
the Governor-
General of
Bengal the
Governor-
General of India;
1853 separated
legislative and
executive coun-
cil work and
opened the way
toward competi-
tive civil-service
recruitment.

Saying one
Charter Act did
everything.

1813 trade,
1833 govern-
ment, 1853
recruitment
and legislation.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Subsidiary Al-
liance / Doc-
trine of Lapse

The alliance
stationed Com-
pany troops and
restricted ex-
ternal relations
while retaining
a ruler; lapse
annexed a state
when the Com-
pany rejected an
adopted heir’s
succession.

Classifying
Awadh’s 1856
annexation un-
der lapse; it was
justified through
alleged misgov-
ernment.

Alliance subor-
dinates; lapse
annexes.

Permanent /
Ryotwari / Ma-
halwari settle-
ments

Permanent fixed
the state de-
mand with za-
mindars; Ryot-
wari assessed
cultivators indi-
vidually; Mahal-
wari assessed a
revenue estate
or village body,
with periodic
revision in the
latter two.

Assuming Ryot-
wari removed
all intermedi-
aries or mahal
always meant a
compact village.

Zamindar, ryot,
mahal.

Orientalists /
Anglicists

Orientalists sup-
ported state
patronage of
classical Indian
learning; Angli-
cists prioritized
Western learn-
ing, increasingly
through English.

Reducing the de-
bate to simple
respect versus
contempt for
India; policy
also concerned
cost, adminis-
tration, and the
intended social
audience.

Which learn-
ing, which lan-
guage, whose
purpose?



APPENDIX G - HIGH-CONFUSION COMPARISONS AND COMMON TRAPS 195

Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Cornwallis Code
/ Permanent
Settlement

The 1793 set-
tlement fixed
Bengal revenue
relations; the
wider Cornwallis
administrative
changes reorga-
nized services,
policing, and
courts.

Treating the
entire Cornwal-
lis system as a
land-revenue
measure.

Settlement
is one fiscal
component of
a larger state
design.

Supreme Court
/ Company
adalats

The Crown-
chartered
Supreme Court
at Calcutta ap-
plied English
legal authority
within a con-
tested juris-
diction; Com-
pany civil and
criminal courts
formed a sep-
arate adminis-
trative judicial
hierarchy.

Imagining one
unified judicial
system in the
late eighteenth
century.

Crown court
beside Com-
pany courts.

Resistance, reform, and 1857
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Civil rebellion /
Adivasi uprising
/ peasant move-
ment / military
mutiny

Categories iden-
tify a dominant
social base
and immedi-
ate grievance,
but actual move-
ments could
overlap through
locality, kinship,
religion, and
anti-state ac-
tion.

Forcing every
uprising into
one pure class
or calling all
resistance na-
tionalist.

Classify
by base,
grievance, tar-
get, and politi-
cal language.

Santhal Hul /
Indigo revolt /
Pabna agrarian
unrest / Deccan
riots

Santhal resis-
tance attacked
an exploita-
tive outsider-
state nexus;
Indigo cultiva-
tors resisted
forced cultiva-
tion; Pabna ten-
ants organized
against landlord
exactions; Dec-
can peasants
targeted debt
records and
moneylenders.

Treating all four
as identical anti-
zamindar strug-
gles.

Land, crop,
rent, debt.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Brahmo Samaj /
Arya Samaj

Brahmo reform
developed
monotheistic
critique and re-
jected image
worship within
a modernist re-
ligious ethic;
Arya Samaj
called for a re-
turn to Vedic
authority and
built shuddhi
and educational
networks.

Labeling both
as uniformly
Westernizing or
treating their
regional bases
as identical.

Brahmo rea-
soned reform;
Arya Vedic re-
generation.

Aligarh move-
ment / Deoband
movement

Aligarh pro-
moted modern
education and
social advance-
ment among
Muslims, espe-
cially through
the Muham-
madan Anglo-
Oriental College;
Deoband cen-
tered Islamic
scholarship and
reform through
a seminary net-
work.

Assuming one
represented all
Muslim politics
or that religious
education im-
plied political
passivity.

College mod-
ernism / semi-
nary reform.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Prarthana
Samaj /
Satyashodhak
Samaj

Prarthana
Samaj pur-
sued religious
and social re-
form among
western Indian
elites; Phule’s
Satyashodhak
Samaj directly
challenged Brah-
manical domi-
nance and caste
oppression.

Flattening caste
critique into
generic social
reform.

Reform society
/ anti-caste
counter-public.

Sepoy mutiny /
civil rebellion /
war of indepen-
dence

Each interpreta-
tion highlights
a real dimen-
sion of 1857:
military ignition,
broad regional
participation,
or anti-colonial
political mean-
ing. None alone
captures the un-
even geography
and motives.

Treating one
historiograph-
ical label as a
complete de-
scription.

Ask who
fought, where,
for what, and
under whose
authority.

Annexation
grievances / mil-
itary grievances
in 1857

Deposed dy-
nasties, taluq-
dars, and court
dependants
faced political
and property
losses; sepoys
faced service,
pay, status, and
religious anx-
ieties. These
converged but
were not identi-
cal.

Explaining the
uprising only
through car-
tridges.

Cartridge was
a trigger inside
a wider crisis.



APPENDIX G - HIGH-CONFUSION COMPARISONS AND COMMON TRAPS 199

Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

1857 in Awadh
/ central India /
Delhi / Bihar

Awadh com-
bined sepoy and
extensive rural-
taluqdar mobi-
lization; central
India involved
displaced rulers
and military
forces; Delhi
provided a
Mughal impe-
rial symbol; Bi-
har centered
Kunwar Singh
and regional
networks.

Projecting one
regional pattern
onto the whole
uprising.

One rebellion,
multiple re-
gional coali-
tions.

Nationalism before mass satyagraha
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Moderate / Ex-
tremist politics

Moderates em-
phasized pe-
titions, public
opinion, consti-
tutional reform,
and economic
critique; Extrem-
ists emphasized
boycott, pas-
sive resistance,
self-reliance,
and a more im-
mediate swaraj
language. Both
operated within
an expanding
nationalist pub-
lic sphere.

Treating Moder-
ates as loyalists
without critique
or Extremists as
a single unified
party.

Pressure by
persuasion /
pressure by
mobilization.

Drain theory /
deindustrializa-
tion

Drain theory ex-
amined an unre-
quited transfer
of resources
abroad; dein-
dustrialization
concerns the
decline or trans-
formation of
handicraft pro-
duction and em-
ployment under
colonial eco-
nomic change.

Using either
term as a com-
plete explana-
tion of poverty.

External trans-
fer / internal
structural
change.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Bengal partition
1905 / annul-
ment 1911

Partition reor-
ganized Bengal
and catalyzed
Swadeshi; an-
nulment re-
united Bengali-
speaking ar-
eas while Bihar-
Orissa became
a province and
the imperial cap-
ital shifted to
Delhi.

Saying 1911
simply restored
the pre-1905
arrangement.

Annulment
plus territorial
and capital
reorganization.

Swadeshi / boy-
cott

Swadeshi pro-
moted indige-
nous produc-
tion, educa-
tion, enterprise,
and social self-
strengthening;
boycott with-
drew support
from foreign
goods and colo-
nial institutions.

Reducing the
movement
to bonfires of
cloth.

Build the al-
ternative /
refuse the de-
pendency.

Surat split / Luc-
know reunion

Surat in 1907
formalized a
Congress or-
ganizational
rupture; Luc-
know in 1916 re-
united Congress
factions and
produced a
Congress-
League consti-
tutional agree-
ment.

Treating the Luc-
know Pact as
a permanent
settlement of
communal rep-
resentation.

Split over
method / re-
union for lever-
age.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Ghadar move-
ment / Home
Rule leagues

Ghadar orga-
nized overseas
revolutionary
networks for
armed revolt
during wartime;
Home Rule
leagues con-
ducted legal-
agitational cam-
paigns for self-
government
within India.

Equating shared
anti-colonial
urgency with
identical meth-
ods.

Insurrectionary
diaspora / con-
stitutional
mass propa-
ganda.

Separate elec-
torates / re-
served seats

Separate elec-
torates allowed
a community’s
voters to elect
its represen-
tatives; re-
served seats
earmarked rep-
resentation but
could operate
within a joint
electorate.

Assuming reser-
vation always
means a sepa-
rate electorate.

Whomay vote
/ which seat is
guaranteed.

Gandhian movements and competing
strategies
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Satyagraha /
passive resis-
tance

Satyagraha
joined non-
violent disci-
pline, truth, self-
suffering, mass
action, and ne-
gotiation; pas-
sive resistance
can describe
tactical non-
compliance
without the
same ethical
program.

Treating nonvi-
olence as mere
weakness or
inactivity.

Coercive moral-
political action
without physi-
cal violence.

Champaran /
Ahmedabad /
Kheda

Champaran
addressed in-
digo cultiva-
tors’ grievances
through inquiry
and pressure;
Ahmedabad in-
volved a labour
wage dispute
and strike;
Kheda sought
revenue suspen-
sion amid crop
distress.

Merging all
three into one
peasant-tax
campaign.

Cultivator in-
quiry / worker
wage / revenue
remission.

Rowlatt Satya-
graha / Non-
Cooperation

The 1919 agita-
tion opposed
repressive leg-
islation but re-
vealed organiza-
tional weakness
and violence;
the 1920–22
movement built
a broader pro-
gram of institu-
tional boycott
linked with Khi-
lafat.

Dating na-
tionwide Non-
Cooperation to
1919.

Anti-repression
protest / sus-
tained with-
drawal of coop-
eration.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Non-
Cooperation
/ Civil Disobe-
dience / Quit
India

Non-
Cooperation
withdrew par-
ticipation from
colonial insti-
tutions; Civil
Disobedience
openly violated
selected laws,
beginning sym-
bolically with
salt; Quit India
demanded im-
mediate with-
drawal during
wartime and
continued amid
leadership ar-
rests and decen-
tralized resis-
tance.

Treating the
three as rep-
etitions with
different dates.

Withdraw, vio-
late, expel.

Chauri Chaura
suspension /
Gandhi-Irwin
Pact

The 1922 sus-
pension fol-
lowed lethal
violence and
Gandhi’s judg-
ment about
discipline; the
1931 pact was
a negotiated
truce enabling
Congress par-
ticipation in the
Second Round
Table Confer-
ence.

Calling both uni-
lateral retreats.

Ethical-
organizational
stop / negoti-
ated political
pause.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Swarajists / No-
Changers

Swarajists
entered leg-
islatures to
obstruct and
expose colo-
nial rule; No-
Changers prior-
itized construc-
tive work, orga-
nization, and
boycott outside
councils.

Assuming coun-
cil entry meant
acceptance of
the constitu-
tional order.

Wreck from
within / rebuild
from below.

Hindustan Re-
publican Associ-
ation / HSRA

The HRA sought
a republican rev-
olution; the re-
organized HSRA
added “Social-
ist” in 1928 and
sharpened its
socialist orienta-
tion.

Projecting the
later name and
ideology back-
ward onto every
earlier action.

Republican be-
comes socialist
republican.

Simon Commis-
sion / Nehru
Report

The all-British
Simon Commis-
sion reviewed
constitutional
reform; the
Indian-authored
Nehru Report
proposed do-
minion status,
responsible gov-
ernment, and a
constitutional
framework.

Confusing the
Nehru Report
with Jawaharlal
Nehru’s pre-
ferred complete-
independence
position.

Official re-
view / Indian
counter-draft.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Nehru Report
/ Jinnah’s Four-
teen Points

The Nehru Re-
port favored
joint electorates
with limited
reservation; the
Fourteen Points
defended fed-
eral safeguards
and Muslim
political repre-
sentation after
constitutional
disagreement.

Reading either
as the settled
voice of an in-
ternally uniform
community.

Majority-
centered com-
pact / minority-
safeguard re-
ply.

Lahore resolu-
tion 1929 / La-
hore resolution
1940

Congress’s
1929 session
adopted com-
plete indepen-
dence and au-
thorized civil dis-
obedience; the
Muslim League’s
1940 resolu-
tion sought
geographi-
cally grouped
Muslim-majority
zones consti-
tuted as “inde-
pendent states,”
with their com-
ponent units
autonomous
and sovereign.

Referring to “the
Lahore Resolu-
tion” without
year or organiza-
tion, or silently
converting its
plural wording
into the later
final form of
Pakistan.

Purna Swaraj
/ Muslim-
majority state
demand.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Gandhi-Irwin
Pact / Poona
Pact

The 1931 agree-
ment was a
Congress-
government
truce; the 1932
agreement be-
tween caste-
Hindu and
Depressed
Classes leaders
replaced sepa-
rate electorates
with reserved
seats in joint
electorates.

Describing the
Poona Pact
as a British-
Congress set-
tlement.

Movement
truce / rep-
resentation
compact.

Karachi Resolu-
tion / Govern-
ment of India
Act 1935

Karachi in 1931
articulated fun-
damental rights
and a socio-
economic pro-
gram; the 1935
statute created
provincial au-
tonomy and
proposed an
unrealized feder-
ation.

Treating
Karachi’s resolu-
tion as enacted
constitutional
law.

Nationalist
promise / im-
perial statute.
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Individual Satya-
graha / Quit
India

Individual Satya-
graha in 1940–
41 offered se-
lected anti-war
protest with-
out an imme-
diate mass
uprising; Quit
India in 1942
called for British
withdrawal
and produced
widespread
decentralized
resistance.

Merging
all wartime
Congress
protest into Quit
India.

Limited speech
protest / im-
mediate with-
drawal strug-
gle.

Constitutional transfer, Partition, and
independence

Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

August Offer /
Cripps propos-
als

The 1940 offer
promised post-
war constitu-
tional expansion
and recognized
minority con-
sent; Cripps in
1942 offered
dominion status
after the war,
constitution-
making, and a
provincial non-
accession op-
tion.

Saying Cripps
offered immedi-
ate full power.

Vague postwar
enlargement /
explicit but de-
ferred domin-
ion framework.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Wavell Plan /
Cabinet Mission
Plan

Wavell pro-
posed recon-
stituting the
Viceroy’s Execu-
tive Council and
tested agree-
ment at Simla;
the Cabinet Mis-
sion proposed
a three-tier
union, provin-
cial groups, and
a Constituent
Assembly.

Treating both as
Partition plans.

Executive shar-
ing / consti-
tutional union
design.

Cabinet Mis-
sion grouping /
Pakistan

The Mission
retained one
Indian union
for foreign af-
fairs, defence,
and commu-
nications with
provincial
groupings; Pak-
istan meant
sovereign sep-
aration, though
its envisioned
form evolved.

Calling com-
pulsory group-
ing the same
as immediate
sovereign Parti-
tion.

Weak union
with groups
/ separate
sovereignty.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Direct Action
Day / Great
Calcutta Killing
/ wider Partition
violence

Direct Action
Day was the
League’s 16 Au-
gust 1946 mo-
bilization; Cal-
cutta’s violence
followed within
that charged
context; later
violence
spread through
Noakhali, Bihar,
Punjab, and
other regions
with distinct se-
quences and
actors.

Reducing all
1946–47 vio-
lence to one city
or one-sided
causation.

Call, urban
massacre, cas-
cading regional
violence.

Mountbatten
Plan / Indian
Independence
Act

The 3 June 1947
plan announced
the political
procedure for
Partition and
transfer; the
July statute
legally created
the two Domin-
ions from 15
August 1947.

Treating the
plan itself as the
operative law.

Political
blueprint /
statutory en-
actment.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Dominion / re-
public

A Dominion
possessed re-
sponsible self-
government
while retain-
ing the British
monarch as con-
stitutional head;
a republic has a
non-hereditary
constitutional
head chosen
under its own
Constitution.
India was inde-
pendent in 1947
and became a
republic in 1950.

Saying India
gained indepen-
dence only in
1950.

Power trans-
ferred in 1947;
republican Con-
stitution oper-
ated in 1950.

Accession /
merger / inte-
gration

Accession
joined a princely
state to the
Dominion on
specified sub-
jects; merger
or covenant re-
organized inter-
nal sovereignty
and administra-
tion; integration
describes the
wider political-
territorial pro-
cess.

Treating a
signed Instru-
ment of Acces-
sion as automat-
ically settling
every admin-
istrative and
popular dispute.

Jurisdiction,
consolidation,
process.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Constitution
adopted /
signed / com-
menced

The Constituent
Assembly
adopted the
Constitution on
26 November
1949; members
signed it on 24
January 1950;
most provisions
commenced
on 26 January
1950.

Using all three
dates inter-
changeably.

Adopted, au-
thenticated,
operative.

Fundamental
Rights / Direc-
tive Principles

Fundamental
Rights are judi-
cially enforce-
able subject to
constitutional
limits; Directive
Principles guide
governance but
are not directly
enforceable
in court. Both
shape consti-
tutional inter-
pretation and
legislation.

Calling Direc-
tive Principles
legally irrele-
vant.

Claim in court
/ duty in gover-
nance.

First Five-Year
Plan / Second
Five-Year Plan

The First empha-
sized agricul-
ture, irrigation,
rehabilitation,
and stability; the
Second pursued
rapid industri-
alization with a
heavy-industry
strategy asso-
ciated with the
Mahalanobis
model.

Assigning
heavy-industry
priority to the
First Plan.

Fields and
stability / ma-
chines and ca-
pacity.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Linguistic
provinces / lin-
guistic national-
ism

Reorganizing
states by lan-
guage sought
administrative-
democratic ac-
commodation
within India;
linguistic na-
tionalism could
range from cul-
tural assertion
to demands for
autonomy or
separation.

Assuming lin-
guistic reorga-
nization neces-
sarily weakened
national unity.

Accommodation
can integrate.

Non-alignment /
neutrality

Non-alignment
preserved in-
dependent
judgment and
opposed bloc
subordination;
neutrality is a
legal or policy
posture of non-
participation in
a particular war.

Defining non-
alignment as
indifference or
equal distance
on every issue.

Autonomy of
judgment, not
silence.

Green Revo-
lution / land
reform

The Green Rev-
olution raised
output through
seeds, irrigation,
fertilizer, credit,
and procure-
ment; land re-
form addressed
intermediary
abolition, ten-
ancy, ceilings,
and redistribu-
tion.

Assuming
technological
growth automat-
ically corrected
agrarian inequal-
ity.

Productivity
package /
property
and tenancy
change.
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Pair or set Decisive distinc-
tion

Common trap Retrieval hook

Nationalization /
liberalization

Nationalization
shifted own-
ership or con-
trol toward the
state; liberal-
ization reduced
licensing, trade,
investment, or
price restric-
tions to expand
market alloca-
tion. Neither
term alone
describes the
whole mixed
economy.

Treating 1991 as
the sudden cre-
ation of markets
or earlier policy
as total state
ownership.

Who owns /
whomay enter
and decide.

Article 370 / Ar-
ticle 35A / J&K
Reorganisation
Act

Article 370
structured the
constitutional
relationship be-
tween Jammu
and Kashmir
and the Union;
Article 35A en-
abled the for-
mer state legis-
lature to define
permanent res-
idents and re-
lated privileges;
the 2019 Act
reorganized the
state into the
Union Territories
of Jammu and
Kashmir and
Ladakh.

Treating the
provisions and
territorial reor-
ganization as
one legal instru-
ment.

Relationship,
resident pow-
ers, territorial
form.
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A fast method for unfamiliar
comparisons
When two terms seem interchangeable, test six dimensions:

1. Authority: who issued, negotiated, or implemented it?
2. Date and sequence: was it a proposal, enactment, com-

mencement, suspension, or later revision?
3. Territory: where did it operate, and where did it not?
4. Constituency: whose interests, votes, labour, land, or status

were involved?
5. Mechanism: petition, boycott, law-breaking, armed action,

election, statute, or administrative order?
6. Effect: immediate result, longer structural change, and unre-

solved limitation?

A good revision answer states the distinction first, adds one
overlap, and ends with one consequence. That prevents both
false equivalence and artificial separation.



Appendix H - Integrated
Self-Test Bank

Each set deliberately crosses periods and question types.
Answer from memory first, then use the keyed response to cor-
rect chronology, mechanism, location, comparison, and inter-
pretation.

Set 1 - State formation, law, and political
method
Questions 1--30

1. Place these in chronological order: Buxar, Plassey, Diwani
grant, abolition of Dual Government.

2. Match Permanent Settlement, Ryotwari, and Mahalwari with
their primary assessed unit.

3. Why did the English Company’s victory at Wandiwash matter
more than the later restoration of French trading posts?

4. Which two offices or bodies created by the Regulating Act be-
gan operating in 1774?

5. Identify the present-day states containing Plassey, Buxar, and
Srirangapatna.

6. Give one fiscal and one political consequence of the 1765 Di-
wani grant.

7. Distinguish Subsidiary Alliance from Doctrine of Lapse by
mechanism.

8. Why is 1857 better treated as several connected regional re-
bellions than as one socially uniform uprising?

216
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9. Match Rammohun Roy, Jotirao Phule, and Sir Syed Ahmad
Khan with one organization each.

10. Which 1858 instrument transferred rule, and which later dec-
laration stated Crown policy toward religion and princes?

11. Explain how the Ilbert Bill controversy strengthened early na-
tionalism.

12. Put the founding of theCongress, Bengal partition, Surat split,
and Lucknow Pact in order.

13. Compare Swadeshi boycott with Non-Cooperation boycott in
scope and political setting.

14. Why did separate electorates differ from reserved seats in a
joint electorate?

15. Match Champaran, Ahmedabad, and Kheda with indigo culti-
vators, textile labour, and revenue remission.

16. What changed between the Lahore Congress of 1929 and In-
dependence Day on 26 January 1930?

17. Distinguish the Communal Award from the Poona Pact.
18. Why did provincial autonomy under the 1935 Act remain

bounded?
19. Connect the Lahore Resolution, Cabinet Mission Plan, and

Mountbatten Plan to three different territorial outcomes.
20. What legal act created the two dominions, and on what date

did that creation take effect?
21. Distinguish princely-state accession frommerger.
22. Why were Junagadh and Hyderabad not identical integration

cases?
23. Separate adoption, signature, andgeneral commencement of

the Constitution by date.
24. Name the chairs of the Drafting Committee and the Advisory

Committee on Fundamental Rights and Minorities.
25. Why was universal adult suffrage a larger democratic leap

than the Constituent Assembly’s method of election?
26. Match the First, Second, and Third Five-Year Plans with their

dominant strategic emphasis.
27. What did the 1967 election change without immediately end-

ing Congress government at the Union level?
28. Distinguish the Forty-second and Forty-fourth Amendments
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by political purpose.
29. How did the 2024 Lok Sabha result change the parliamentary

basis of the third Modi ministry?
30. As of 10 August 2026, why could no valid Census 2027 popu-

lation result be stated?

Answers 1--30

1. Answer: Plassey, 1757; Buxar, 1764; Diwani grant, 1765; Dual
Government abolished, 1772.

2. Answer: Permanent Settlement: zamindar or estate; Ryot-
wari: individual cultivator holding; Mahalwari: village estate
or mahal.

3. Answer: Wandiwash destroyed French field capacity; re-
stored posts after 1763 could trade but could not sustain
an independent territorial war.

4. Answer: The Governor-General of Bengal in Council and the
Supreme Court at Kolkata began functioning in 1774.

5. Answer: Plassey is in West Bengal, Buxar in Bihar, and Sriran-
gapatna in Karnataka.

6. Answer: Bengal revenue financed Company armies and
trade; politically, theCompanygaineddecisive authoritywhile
initially avoiding full administrative responsibility.

7. Answer: Subsidiary Alliance imposed troops and external
control by treaty; Lapse annexed a state when the Company
rejected an adopted successor.

8. Answer: Leadership, social coalitions, objectives, intensity,
and outcomes differed across Awadh, Delhi, Bundelkhand, Bi-
har, Rohilkhand, and other regions.

9. Answer: Rammohun Roy: Brahmo Sabha; Phule: Satyashod-
hak Samaj; Sir Syed: Aligarh educational movement and
Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College.

10. Answer: The Government of India Act, 1858 transferred rule;
Queen Victoria’s Proclamation of 1 November stated the pub-
lic policy assurances.

11. Answer: European racial opposition exposed the limits of pro-
claimed equality and united educated Indians around dignity,



APPENDIX H - INTEGRATED SELF-TEST BANK 219

judicial authority, and representative politics.
12. Answer: Congress founded, 1885; Bengal partition, 1905;

Surat split, 1907; Lucknow Pact, 1916.
13. Answer: Swadeshi grew from Bengal’s partition and stressed

indigenous production; Non-Cooperation was all-India and
joined institutional boycott to Khilafat and Punjab grievances.

14. Answer: Separate electorates restricted voting for a commu-
nity’s representatives to that community; reservation could
protect seats while all voters shared one electorate.

15. Answer: Champaran: indigo cultivators; Ahmedabad: textile
labour; Kheda: land-revenue remission after crop failure.

16. Answer: Lahore declared complete independence as the
goal; 26 January converted the resolution into coordinated
public pledge and observance.

17. Answer: The Award granted separate electorates to De-
pressed Classes; the Pact replaced themwith more reserved
seats elected through joint electorates.

18. Answer: Governors retained discretionary powers, special re-
sponsibilities, control over key services, and the ability to re-
serve or block legislation.

19. Answer: Lahore envisaged Muslim-majority territorial units;
CabinetMission sought a looseunited India;Mountbattenpro-
vided the procedure for two dominions.

20. Answer: The Indian Independence Act received assent on 18
July 1947 and created the dominions from 15 August 1947.

21. Answer: Accession transferred specified sovereign subjects
to adominion;merger transferred internal governing authority
or absorbed the state into a constitutional unit.

22. Answer: Junagadh involved accession to Pakistan, Indian
administration, and a plebiscite; Hyderabad sought indepen-
dence and was incorporated after Operation Polo.

23. Answer: Adopted 26 November 1949; signed 24 January
1950; generally commenced 26 January 1950.

24. Answer: B.R. Ambedkar chaired Drafting; Vallabhbhai Patel
chaired the Advisory Committee.

25. Answer: TheAssemblywas indirectly chosen through limited-
franchise legislatures, while adult suffrage made every qual-
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ified adult an equal elector regardless of property or educa-
tion.

26. Answer: First: agriculture and rehabilitation; Second: heavy
industry and capital goods; Third: self-reliance with balanced
agricultural-industrial growth.

27. Answer: Congress retained Union office but lost its earlier
dominance in several states, opening durable multi-party
competition.

28. Answer: The Forty-second centralized and insulated power
during Emergency; the Forty-fourth reversed major excesses
andstrengthenedsafeguardsagainst futureEmergencyabuse.

29. Answer: BJP won 240 rather than a single-party majority, so
the government depended on NDA partners’ support in the
Lok Sabha.

30. Answer: House-listing implementation had begun, but the
main March 2027 population reference date and final pro-
cessing and publication still lay ahead.

Set 2 - Economy, society, resistance, and
evidence
Questions 31--60

31. Whymust theMughal decline not be described as immediate
nationwide anarchy after 1707?

32. MatchAwadh, Bengal, andHyderabadwith SaadatKhan,Mur-
shid Quli Khan, and Nizam-ul-Mulk.

33. What combination of naval, financial, diplomatic, and Indian-
alliance advantages helped the English defeat European ri-
vals?

34. Compare Plassey and Buxar as political-military events.
35. Why did the Bengal famine of 1770 reveal an institutional prob-

lem as well as a climatic shock?
36. MatchSanthal Hul, Ulgulan, andKol uprisingwith onepresent-

day core region each.
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37. What did commercialization of agriculture change without
necessarily increasing cultivator security?

38. Distinguish deindustrialization from the claim that every In-
dian craft disappeared.

39. Why did railways serve both colonial extraction and later In-
dian economic-political integration?

40. Match Wood’s Despatch, Hunter Commission, and Sadler
Commission with their educational focus.

41. Compare Brahmo, Arya, and Aligarh reform without treating
any community as homogeneous.

42. Why is sati legislation inadequate as a complete history of
women’s reform?

43. Which regions formed the principal core and major zones of
1857, and which large areas remained less active?

44. Give one reason the Bengal Army was vulnerable to rebellion
in 1857 and one reason other armies were less affected.

45. How did army reorganization after 1857 seek to prevent an-
other coordinated revolt?

46. Match Naoroji, R.C. Dutt, andM.G. Ranadewith drain critique,
economic history, and industrial-development argument.

47. Why did Moderate politics matter despite limited immediate
concessions?

48. What is thestrongestbalanced judgmenton the“safety-valve”
explanation of Congress origins?

49. How did the 1905 Bengal partition combine administrative
and political motives?

50. MatchAnushilanSamiti, GhadarParty, andHomeRuleLeagues
with their principal method and arena.

51. Why did the Ghadar attempt fail during the First World War?
52. What did the Lucknow Pact achieve, and what representa-

tional problem did it deepen?
53. Compare Gandhi’s satyagraha with revolutionary-nationalist

armed action as theories of political change.
54. Why did the Rowlatt Act provoke opposition beyond those di-

rectly detained?
55. How did Jallianwala Bagh change the political meaning of im-

perial reform in 1919?
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56. MatchAwadhKisanSabha, Eka, andBardoliwith their primary
agrarian grievances.

57. Why did Indian business support nationalism yet often resist
labour militancy?

58. What did women’s participation add tomass nationalism, and
what inequality persisted inside organizations?

59. Compare Punjab and Bengal refugee experiences after Parti-
tion.

60. Which historians or approaches redirect Partition history to-
ward gender, memory, documentation, and everyday dis-
placement?

Answers 31--60

31. Answer: Imperial authority weakened unevenly while succes-
sor states, regional economies, military powers, and Mughal
political forms remained active and adaptive.

32. Answer: Awadh: Saadat Khan; Bengal: Murshid Quli Khan;
Hyderabad: Nizam-ul-Mulk.

33. Answer: Maritime reinforcement, corporate and state credit,
Bengal revenue, diplomacy, fortified ports, disciplined forces,
and alliances with Indian rulers and financiers.

34. Answer: Plassey depended heavily on conspiracy and defec-
tion; Buxar was a broader battlefield victory that enabled fis-
cal and strategic settlement.

35. Answer: Revenue pressure, the separation of power from re-
sponsibility, market behavior, and weak relief magnified mor-
tality and administrative failure.

36. Answer: Santhal Hul: Jharkhand–West Bengal borderlands;
Ulgulan: Chotanagpur in Jharkhand; Kol uprising: Chotanag-
pur plateau.

37. Answer: It linked crops and credit to markets and price
swings, often increasing debt and risk without guaranteeing
better income or tenure.

38. Answer: Many crafts contracted or changed under import
competition and policy, but regional, luxury, domestic, and
adaptive production survived.
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39. Answer: Lines moved troops and export commodities to
ports, yet also lowered travel costs and connected markets,
migrants, newspapers, and political organizers.

40. Answer: Wood: graded system and universities; Hunter: pri-
mary and secondary education; Sadler: Calcutta University
and the school-to-university transition.

41. Answer: Brahmopromotedmonotheistic ethical reform, Arya
returned to Vedic authority, and Aligarh emphasized modern
Muslim education; each contained internal disputes and lim-
its.

42. Answer: Law alone omits women’s agency, caste and prop-
erty relations, regional variation, enforcement, widowhood,
education, and debate over colonial intervention.

43. Answer: Core areas included Delhi, Awadh, Rohilkhand, Bun-
delkhand, and parts of Bihar; much of Punjab, Bengal proper,
south India, and western India remained limited or loyalist.

44. Answer: Bengal Army recruitment and overseas-service,
caste, pay, and annexation grievances converged; Madras
and Bombay armies had different recruitment and regional
ties.

45. Answer: It raised European ratios, separated artillery, diver-
sified recruitment, mixed units strategically, and avoided con-
centrations thought politically dangerous.

46. Answer: Naoroji: drain; Dutt: economic history of colonial
rule; Ranade: industrialization and state-supported develop-
ment.

47. Answer: Moderates built all-India organization, civil-liberty
claims, economic critique, legislative skills, and a political
vocabulary later mass movements inherited.

48. Answer: Hume’s role and official anxieties mattered, but In-
dian associations, grievances, leadership, and autonomous
political development prevent a single official-creation expla-
nation.

49. Answer: Bengal’s size posed a real problem, but selected
boundaries divided Bengali speakers and served the political
aim of weakening Kolkata-centered nationalism.

50. Answer: Anushilan: secret cells and armed attacks in Bengal;
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Ghadar: expatriatepropagandaandattemptedmilitary revolt;
Home Rule: open leagues for self-government.

51. Answer: Surveillance, informers, premature action, weak
arms, poor coordination, limited military response, and re-
pression broke the plan.

52. Answer: It reunitedCongress factionsandproducedCongress–
League cooperation, but entrenched separate electorates
and fixed communal bargaining.

53. Answer: Satyagraha sought disciplined mass nonviolence
and moral-political pressure; armed revolution sought exem-
plary attacks, insurrection, or military overthrow.

54. Answer: It extended emergency detention and trial restric-
tions into peacetime, threatening civil liberty and showing re-
form could coexist with coercion.

55. Answer: Themassacre andofficial responsediscredited faith
that constitutional concessions alone signaled accountable
or morally reforming empire.

56. Answer: Awadh: high rents, cesses, and eviction; Eka: rent
and landlord exactions; Bardoli: increased land-revenue as-
sessment.

57. Answer: Businessopposed imperial discriminationandwanted
tariffs andautonomy, but feared strikes, socialism,wagepres-
sure, and property redistribution.

58. Answer: Women widened participation, organization, pick-
eting, and citizenship claims; leadership and agendas still
reflected class, caste, and patriarchal inequality.

59. Answer: Punjab saw rapid, near-total exchange in 1947; Ben-
gal experienced recurrent, class-differentiatedmigrationover
many years.

60. Answer: Feminist, oral-history, and citizenship approaches
associated with Urvashi Butalia, Gyanendra Pandey, Joya
Chatterji, and Vazira Zamindar.
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Set 3 - Constitutional choice, coalition,
and conflict
Questions 61--90

61. Put the Regulating Act, Pitt’s India Act, Charter Act of 1833,
and Charter Act of 1853 in order and give one institutional
change from each.

62. Why did the Supreme Court at Kolkata clash with Company
revenue and judicial administration after 1774?

63. Match Wellesley, Dalhousie, and Canning with Subsidiary Al-
liance, Lapse, and post-1857 princely conciliation.

64. Compare ring-fence, subordinate isolation, and paramountcy
as stages of Company relations with Indian states.

65. Why did the Treaty of Bassein precipitate rather than settle
Maratha conflict?

66. What did the Treaty of Amritsar, 1809, establish between the
Company and Ranjit Singh?

67. Match the First, Second, and Third Anglo-Mysore Wars with
their terminating treaties or outcome.

68. How did the 1833 Charter Act separate Company commerce
from Company government?

69. Why was the civil-service competition introduced after 1853
still socially exclusionary to Indians?

70. Compare colonial codification with legal equality in practice.
71. What changed in local government under Ripon, and what re-

mained restricted?
72. Distinguish the Indian Councils Acts of 1861, 1892, and 1909

by representative mechanism.
73. Why did the drain theory turn economic data into a nationalist

political argument?
74. MatchKesari, Amrita Bazar Patrika, andAl-Hilalwith their prin-

cipal associated editors.
75. What linked plague administration, Tilak’s politics, and repres-

sion in the late 1890s?
76. Compare the political objectives of the Simla Deputation and

the Swadeshi movement.



226 MODERN INDIA COMPANION

77. Whydid the 1911 annulment of Bengal partition not restore the
pre-1905 political order?

78. Put Defence of India Act, Rowlatt Act, and Jallianwala Bagh in
causal sequence.

79. What made the Khilafat–Non-Cooperation alliance broad yet
internally fragile?

80. Compare council entry by Swarajists with office acceptance
by Congress in 1937.

81. Match HSRA, Chittagong group, and Naujawan Bharat Sabha
with one leader or activity each.

82. Why did the SimonCommission boycott unite groups that dis-
agreed on a replacement constitution?

83. Distinguish the Nehru Report from Jinnah’s Fourteen Points.
84. How did the Salt March connect symbol, lawbreaking, and

mass participation?
85. Whywere the Round Table Conferences unable to produce an

accepted settlement?
86. Compare the August Offer, Cripps proposals, and Cabinet

Mission on constitution-making.
87. WhydidCongressministries resign in 1939, andwhat political

opening followed for the League?
88. Match Junagadh, Hyderabad, and Jammu and Kashmir with

plebiscite, Operation Polo, and Instrument of Accession un-
der invasion.

89. What is the difference among legal claim, de facto control,
and internationally disputed status in Kashmir?

90. Give a balanced judgment on whether princely-state integra-
tion was negotiated or coercive.

Answers 61--90

61. Answer: 1773: Governor-General and Supreme Court frame-
work; 1784: Board of Control; 1833: central legislature and
endofcommerce; 1853: legislativeexpansionandcompetitive-
service principle.

62. Answer: Its royal jurisdiction was unclear and overlapped
with revenue officials, personal law, and Company courts; the



APPENDIX H - INTEGRATED SELF-TEST BANK 227

1781 settlement narrowed the conflict.
63. Answer: Wellesley: Subsidiary Alliance; Dalhousie: Doctrine

of Lapse; Canning: princely conciliation and adoption security
after 1857.

64. Answer: Ring-fence defended Company territory through
buffers; subordinate isolation imposed dependence while
retaining rulers; paramountcy asserted overriding imperial
supremacy.

65. Answer: The peshwa accepted British protection and exter-
nal control, threatening other Maratha chiefs and triggering
the Second Anglo-MarathaWar.

66. Answer: It recognized Ranjit Singh north of the Sutlej while
limiting his expansion toward cis-Sutlej states under Com-
pany protection.

67. Answer: First: Treaty of Madras; Second: Treaty of Manga-
lore; Third: Treaty of Seringapatam; the Fourth ended with
Tipu’s death rather than a negotiated treaty.

68. Answer: It ended theCompany’s remaining trade andmade it
a governing agency under increasingly centralized British su-
pervision.

69. Answer: Examinationswereheld inBritain, requiredcostly En-
glish education and travel, and used age and curriculum con-
ditions few Indians could meet.

70. Answer: Codes standardized rules, but racial privilege, ex-
ecutive discretion, unequal access, and social hierarchy pre-
vented equal legal experience.

71. Answer: Ripon encouraged elected non-official local mem-
bers and financial responsibility, but franchise, funds, bureau-
cracy, and official control remained narrow.

72. Answer: 1861 used nomination; 1892 widened nomination
through recommendation and budget questions; 1909 ex-
panded election and introduced separateMuslim electorates.

73. Answer: It argued that salaries, pensions, profits, debtcharges,
and remittances transferred Indian surplus abroad without
equivalent return.

74. Answer: Kesari: Bal Gangadhar Tilak; Amrita Bazar Patrika:
Sisir Kumar and Motilal Ghosh; Al-Hilal: Abul Kalam Azad.
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75. Answer: Intrusive plague measures provoked anger; Tilak’s
press politicized grievance; government used prosecution
and imprisonment to curb militant criticism.

76. Answer: Simla sought protected Muslim representation
through imperial negotiation; Swadeshi mobilized boycott
and self-reliance against Bengal partition.

77. Answer: Bihar and Orissa were separated, the capital moved
toDelhi, neworganizations endured, and communal represen-
tation had already been institutionalized.

78. Answer: Wartime Defence of India powers normalized emer-
gency coercion; Rowlatt extended it into peace; protest met
lethal repression at Amritsar.

79. Answer: Shared anti-imperial grievance united constituen-
cies, but religious aims, class interests, local conflicts, and
expectations of nonviolence differed.

80. Answer: Swarajists entered limited councils to obstruct colo-
nial rule; Congress accepted provincial ministries to govern
under autonomy while maintaining a sovereignty claim.

81. Answer: HSRA: Bhagat Singh and socialist republican ac-
tion; Chittagong: Surya Sen’s armoury raid; Naujawan Bharat
Sabha: open youth mobilization in Punjab.

82. Answer: An all-British commission offended representative
claims, while dominion status, federalism, minority safe-
guards, and electorates remained disputed among oppo-
nents.

83. Answer: Nehru Report proposed dominion parliamentary
federation and joint electorates; Fourteen Points demanded
stronger provincial and Muslim safeguards, including sepa-
rate electorates.

84. Answer: Salt was universal and state-taxed; breaking its law
enabled simple, replicable action that linked sovereignty to ev-
eryday hardship.

85. Answer: Congress participation varied, communal represen-
tation remained deadlocked, princes and British interests dif-
fered, and the government retained final authority.

86. Answer: August Offer promised postwar framing with minor-
ity consent; Cripps offered a postwar body and provincial opt-
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out; Cabinet Mission designed an immediate indirect Assem-
bly and grouped union.

87. Answer: Britain declared India at war without consent; res-
ignation defended sovereignty but gave the League space to
mobilize against Congress rule.

88. Answer: Junagadh: plebiscite; Hyderabad: Operation Polo;
Jammu and Kashmir: accession signed during tribal invasion.

89. Answer: Claim is an asserted title, control is actual admin-
istration, and dispute means competing claims remain unre-
solved despite territorial control.

90. Answer:Most states joined through instruments, guarantees,
and covenants, but pressure and exceptional force in Hyder-
abad and disputed processes elsewhere qualify a purely con-
sensual account.

Set 4 - Democracy, development, and
federal accommodation
Questions 91--120

91. Why did the Constituent Assembly possess nationalist legiti-
macy despite indirect election on a limited franchise?

92. Match Nehru, Patel, Rajendra Prasad, and B.N. Rau with one
constitution-making role each.

93. What did theObjectivesResolution contribute that committee
reports alone could not?

94. Compare Fundamental Rights with Directive Principles by en-
forceability and purpose.

95. Why is India federal even though the Union holds residuary
and emergency powers?

96. Distinguish parliamentary responsibility from presidential
government.

97. What electoral problem did candidate symbols solve in 1951–
52?

98. Why did registering women only as someone’s wife or mother
create a citizenship problem?
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99. Compare Congress vote share and seat share in the first gen-
eral election.

100. Whydid linguistic reorganization tend to accommodate rather
than automatically fragment India?

101. Match Andhra, Maharashtra–Gujarat, and Punjab reorganiza-
tion with 1953, 1960, and 1966.

102. DistinguishFrenchde facto transfer in 1954 fromde jure trans-
fer in 1962.

103. Why did India’s mixed economy not mean equal weight for
public and private sectors in every industry?

104. Compare the Mahalanobis strategy with the First Plan’s prior-
ities.

105. Whatdid theelectedcommunist government inKeralademon-
strate, and why was its 1959 dismissal controversial?

106. Match Panchsheel, Bandung, and Belgradewith bilateral prin-
ciples, Afro-Asian conference, and first Non-Aligned summit.

107. Why did the 1962 war damage more than India’s military posi-
tion?

108. Compare Shastri’s 1965 food strategy with the later Green
Revolution’s regional effects.

109. What did the 1967 election reveal about the “Congress sys-
tem”?

110. Why did bank nationalization strengthen Indira Gandhi politi-
cally as well as economically?

111. Connect the East Pakistan refugee crisis, Indo-Soviet Treaty,
and December 1971 war.

112. What did the Simla Agreement change about the Kashmir
ceasefire line?

113. Compare the AllahabadHigh Court judgment and Emergency
proclamation as legal and political events.

114. Why is the 1977 election central to assessing Indian demo-
cratic resilience?

115. Match the Assam, Punjab, and Mizoram accords with their
central conflict.

116. How did Mandal and the Rath Yatra reorganize political com-
petition along different axes?

117. Why was the 1991 reform programme both a crisis response
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and a structural shift?
118. Distinguish the Seventy-third and Seventy-fourth Amend-

ments by institution.
119. What did the sequence of governments from 1996 to 1999

show about coalition arithmetic?
120. Compare the political bases of the 1999 NDA and 2004 UPA

governments.

Answers 91--120

91. Answer: It drew authority from mass nationalism, repre-
sented varied regions and groups, deliberated publicly, and
created universal suffrage wider than its own electorate.

92. Answer: Nehru chaired Union committees; Patel chaired Ad-
visory and Provincial committees; Prasad presided; Rau pre-
pared comparative advice and an integrated draft.

93. Answer: It stated popular sovereignty, republicanism, justice,
equality, freedom, safeguards, and peace as the Assembly’s
shared constitutional destination.

94. Answer: Rights are judicially enforceable limits and entitle-
ments; Directive Principles are non-justiciable goals directing
social and economic governance.

95. Answer: Union and state governments derive constitution-
ally assigned powers rather than ordinary delegation, even
though the design deliberately strengthens the Union.

96. Answer: In parliamentarism the ministry depends on lower-
house confidence and the head of state is normally constitu-
tional; presidential executives have separate electoral tenure.

97. Answer: Symbols enabled voters with limited literacy to iden-
tify parties and candidates on separate ballot boxes.

98. Answer: Equal suffrage required each woman to possess
an individual public identity, but strict correction initially ex-
cluded millions who followed patriarchal naming custom.

99. Answer: Congress won roughly 45 per cent of votes but 364
of 489 seats because first-past-the-postmagnified a plurality.

100. Answer: It gave language-based identity a constitutional
state arena, allowing regional pride and Indian citizenship to
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coexist, though minorities within states still faced problems.
101. Answer: Andhra: 1953; Maharashtra–Gujarat: 1960; Punjab:

1966.
102. Answer: India administered Puducherry and the other settle-

ments from 1954; treaty ratification completed French legal
transfer in 1962.

103. Answer: The state reserved commanding sectors and di-
rected planning, while private enterprise continued in con-
sumer goods, agriculture, trade, and many industries under
regulation.

104. Answer: The First Plan prioritized agriculture, irrigation, and
stabilization; Mahalanobis emphasized heavy industry and do-
mestic capital-goods capacity.

105. Answer: It showed communists could win and govern elec-
torally; dismissal under Article 356 raised questions about
Union interference and democratic alternation.

106. Answer: Panchsheel: bilateral principles with China; Ban-
dung: Afro-Asian conference; Belgrade: first Non-Aligned
summit.

107. Answer: It exposed intelligence and planning failures, weak-
ened Nehru’s authority, altered defence spending, and dam-
aged assumptions about China policy.

108. Answer: Procurement and price institutions supported food
strategy; high-yield packages later raised output but favored
irrigated regions, larger cultivators, and input-intensive crops
unevenly.

109. Answer: Congress remained inUnion office but state defeats,
defections, and opposition coalitions showed one-party dom-
inance could fracture.

110. Answer: It expanded state leverage over credit while giving
Indira a popular left measure against the Congress Syndicate.

111. Answer: Repression produced refugees and strategic pres-
sure; the Soviet treaty reduced external risk; war enabled
Bangladesh’s liberation and Pakistani eastern surrender.

112. Answer: It redesignated the 1949 ceasefire line as the Line
of Control and embedded it in a bilateral framework without
making it an international boundary.
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113. Answer: The court invalidated Indira’s election on specified
practices; the executive then proclaimed Emergency and
sharply restricted opposition and liberty.

114. Answer: Voters peacefully removed an authoritarian incum-
bent and transferred power to the first non-Congress Union
government.

115. Answer: Assam: migration and citizenship; Punjab: auton-
omy, territory, and militancy; Mizoram: insurgency resolved
through disarmament and statehood.

116. Answer: MandalmobilizedOBC representation and caste jus-
tice; the Rath Yatra mobilized Hindu identity around Ayodhya.

117. Answer: A balance-of-payments emergency forced stabi-
lization, while licensing, trade, investment, and public-sector
changes created a durable liberalizing framework.

118. Answer: The Seventy-third constitutionalized rural panchay-
ats; the Seventy-fourth constitutionalized urban municipali-
ties.

119. Answer: Largest-party status was insufficient without allies;
outside support and regional parties determined survival until
a pre-electoral coalition gained a workable majority.

120. Answer: The NDA was a BJP-led pre-electoral coalition with
Vajpayee; theUPAwasCongress-led and initially relied on Left
and regional support around a common programme.

Set 5 - Movements, organizations,
places, and political language
Questions 121--150

121. Match Calicut, Surat, Chennai, Mumbai, and Kolkata with the
European power or settlement milestone most associated
with each before 1700.

122. Why did European companies depend on Indian merchants,
financiers, soldiers, and rulers even when gaining territorial
power?
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123. Match Colachel, Arcot, Wandiwash, and Biderra with the de-
feated European or Indian rival.

124. What geographical advantage did Bengal revenue give Com-
pany expansion beyond Bengal?

125. Compare Mysore, Maratha, and Sikh resistance to Company
expansion by political structure.

126. Whydid the annexation ofAwadhgenerate grievances among
taluqdars, peasants, court dependants, and sepoys simulta-
neously?

127. Match Paika, Wahabi, Faraizi, and Kuka movements with
Odisha, Patna-border networks, Bengal, and Punjab.

128. What commonmechanism connected forest regulation, mon-
eylending, land alienation, and many Adivasi uprisings?

129. Match Ramabai, Savitribai Phule, and Begum Rokeya with a
major educational or gender intervention.

130. Why should “reform” include anti-caste critique and women’s
agency rather than only elite male legislation?

131. MatchPoonaSarvajanikSabha, IndianAssociation, andMadras
Mahajana Sabha with their regional base.

132. What did Congress’s annual sessions achieve before it pos-
sessed a mass organization?

133. CompareLal-Bal-Pal as regionalmobilizers rather thanasasin-
gle identical ideology.

134. Match Bande Mataram, Young India, Harijan, and Ghadar
with an associated political current.

135. Why were newspapers both organizational instruments and
targets of colonial law?

136. Match KomagataMaru, Kakori, Chittagong, andMoirangwith
their movement context.

137. What distinguished the first INA under Mohan Singh from the
reorganized INA under Subhas Bose?

138. Why did the INA trials have greater political impact than the
INA’s battlefield outcome?

139. Match Tebhaga, Telangana, and Punnapra-Vayalar with Ben-
gal, Hyderabad state, and Travancore.

140. Compare peasant, worker, Dalit, women’s, business, and
princely-state politics by one central demand each.
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141. Why can Congress–social movement relations be both coop-
erative and conflictual?

142. Match Ambedkar, Periyar, and Sahajanand Saraswati with
Dalit rights, Self-Respect, and peasant organization.

143. What did the All India States Peoples’ Conference seek that
Congress in British India alone could not deliver?

144. Match Faridabad, Ulhasnagar, and Lajpat Nagar with refugee
rehabilitation.

145. Why did refugee property and documentary claims distribute
rehabilitation unequally?

146. Match Chandigarh, Kurnool, and Puducherry with reorganiza-
tion, Andhra statehood, and French transfer.

147. What is the memory link connecting Galwan, Pahalgam, and
the Line of Control?

148. Why must an official military damage claim be attributed
rather than written as neutral fact?

149. Match ISRO, Election Commission, Census organization, and
Finance Commission with their constitutional or institutional
function.

150. What does a place-event matrix add that a chronology alone
cannot?

Answers 121--150

121. Answer: Calicut: VascodaGama’s 1498arrival; Surat: durable
English foothold; Chennai: FortStGeorge;Mumbai: Portuguese-
to-English transfer; Kolkata: three-village English settlement.

122. Answer: Companies lacked sufficient local revenue, knowl-
edge, labour, credit, transport, legitimacy, and manpower to
operate independently of Indian networks.

123. Answer: Colachel: Dutch defeated by Travancore; Arcot:
Chanda Sahib’s side checked by Clive; Wandiwash: French
defeated; Biderra: Dutch expedition defeated.

124. Answer: A rich, regular fiscal base paid armies, debt, sup-
plies, and diplomacy, allowing conquest to be financed with
Indian revenue.

125. Answer: Mysore was centralized under Haidar and Tipu;
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Maratha power was confederated; Sikh power consolidated
frommisls into Ranjit Singh’s kingdom.

126. Answer: Annexation displaced the court and taluqdars, dis-
turbed tenure and revenue, hurt dependants, and angered
Bengal Army recruits with Awadh family ties.

127. Answer: Paika: Odisha; Wahabi: Patna and frontier-linked
networks; Faraizi: Bengal; Kuka: Punjab.

128. Answer: Colonial property and forest rules empowered out-
siders and officials, undermining customary access while
debt converted vulnerability into dispossession.

129. Answer: Ramabai: women’s education and critique of high-
castepatriarchy; Savitribai: girls’ andoppressed-casteschool-
ing; Rokeya: Muslim women’s education and feminist writing.

130. Answer: Social change emerged through oppressed peo-
ple’s organization, education, print, labour, and resistance,
not merely colonial statutes or upper-caste initiative.

131. Answer: Poona Sabha: western India; Indian Association:
Bengal; Madras Mahajana Sabha: southern India.

132. Answer: They created recurring all-India deliberation, trained
leadership, coordinatedpetitions, andmadesharedgrievances
visible across provinces.

133. Answer: Lajpat Rai mobilized Punjab, Tilak Maharashtra, and
B.C. Pal Bengal; they overlapped on swaraj and boycott but
differed in constituency and emphasis.

134. Answer: Bande Mataram: Swadeshi/militant nationalism;
Young India: Gandhian politics; Harijan: anti-untouchability
and constructive work;Ghadar: expatriate revolution.

135. Answer: Print connected dispersed readers, arguments, and
campaigns; press restrictions, securities, seizure, and prose-
cution tried to break that infrastructure.

136. Answer: Komagata Maru: racial migration exclusion and
Ghadar era; Kakori: HRA; Chittagong: Surya Sen group;
Moirang: INA campaign.

137. Answer:MohanSinghorganizedprisoners in 1942butclashed
with Japanese control; Bose rebuilt political command, pro-
visional government, recruitment, and military symbolism in
1943.
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138. Answer: Public defence of accused officers united parties,
stirred armed-forces discontent, andweakened imperial legit-
imacy after the military campaign had failed.

139. Answer: Tebhaga: Bengal; Telangana: Hyderabad state;
Punnapra-Vayalar: Travancore.

140. Answer: Peasants: rent or land; workers: wages and organi-
zation; Dalits: dignity and representation; women: equal cit-
izenship; business: economic autonomy; state peoples: re-
sponsible government.

141. Answer: They could unite against colonial power while clash-
ing over property, wages, caste, gender, representation, tim-
ing, and control of mobilization.

142. Answer: Ambedkar: Dalit rights; Periyar: Self-Respect; Saha-
janand Saraswati: peasant organization.

143. Answer: It coordinated responsible-government and civil-
liberty struggles in princely territories not governed directly
by British Indian legislatures.

144. Answer: Faridabad: planned rehabilitation township; Ulhas-
nagar: major Sindhi settlement; Lajpat Nagar: Delhi refugee
colony.

145. Answer: Prior property, caste, class, literacy, connections,
gender, and documents shaped access to land, housing,
credit, and compensation.

146. Answer: Chandigarh: Punjab reorganization and shared capi-
tal; Kurnool: first Andhra capital; Puducherry: French de facto
and de jure transfer.

147. Answer: All require precise frontier geography: Galwan lies
on the India–China LAC, Pahalgam in Indian-administered
J&K, and the LoC divides Indian- and Pakistani-administered
sectors.

148. Answer: Belligerents possess strategic incentives and incom-
plete information; the eventmay be establishedwhile targets,
losses, and success remain contested.

149. Answer: ISRO: space programme; Election Commission:
election control; Census organization: enumeration; Finance
Commission: periodic fiscal-distribution recommendations.

150. Answer: It retrieves spatial clustering, routes, frontiers, and
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regional contrast, showing how the same date or movement
operated differently by location.

Set 6 - Historiography, comparison, and
analytical judgment
Questions 151--180

151. Contrast colonial, nationalist, Marxist, Cambridge, subaltern,
and feminist approaches in one phrase each.

152. Why is James Mill’s periodization analytically dangerous?
153. What does C.A. Bayly’s work add to explanations of early In-

dian nationality?
154. Compare R.P. Dutt and A.R. Desai in their Marxist treatment

of nationalism.
155. What does Ranajit Guha mean by autonomy of subaltern poli-

tics, and what is one criticism?
156. How does feminist historiography change the study of reform

and Partition?
157. Why should archival silence be treated as evidence of power

rather than proof that nothing happened?
158. Give a contingent, non-civilizational explanation for British

conquest.
159. Why is the “orientalist versus anglicist” frame useful but in-

complete for education policy?
160. Compare nationalist and subaltern interpretations of 1857.
161. What evidence supports calling 1857 more than a sepoy

mutiny, and what limits an all-India national-war label?
162. Why is communalism treatedasmodernpolitical construction

rather than timeless religious hostility?
163. Compare economic nationalism with later swadeshi practice.
164. What is the strongest achievement and strongest limitation of

Moderate nationalism?
165. Why did Sumit Sarkar resist a simple heroic narrative of

Swadeshi?
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166. Compare Cambridge emphasis on patronage with nationalist
emphasis on ideology.

167. How can Gandhi be interpreted as both a mass democratizer
and a manager of social conflict?

168. Whatdoes JudithBrown’s emphasis onGandhianmobilization
help explain, and what can it understate?

169. Compare Ambedkar’s constitutional strategy with Gandhi’s
moral-social approach to caste.

170. Why should revolutionary nationalism not be judged only by
military success?

171. Give one elite and one popular explanation for the Pakistan
demand’s growth.

172. Why is Partition best treated as contingent rather than in-
evitable?

173. Compare high-political and everyday histories of refugee re-
habilitation.

174. What does Granville Austin’s “seamless web” connect?
175. Give one democratic deficit and one legitimating feature of

the Constituent Assembly.
176. Why can a strong Union be read as both integrative and cen-

tralizing?
177. Compare “Congress system” and “dominant party” without

equating dominance with one-party dictatorship.
178. Why did the Emergency not prove that constitutional democ-

racy had permanently failed?
179. How should economic liberalization be judged beyond a

growth-versus-state binary?
180. Give a balanced assessment of Indian democracy from 2019

to 10 August 2026.

Answers 151--180

151. Answer: Colonial: imperial order; nationalist: anti-colonial
agency; Marxist: class and political economy; Cambridge:
patronage competition; subaltern: autonomous popular poli-
tics; feminist: gendered power and experience.

152. Answer: Dividing history into Hindu, Muslim, and British eras
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makes religion the essence of rule, flattens diversity, and le-
gitimizes colonial modernity.

153. Answer: He traces older territorial, moral, informational, and
public traditions without assuming either a ready-made na-
tion or purely colonial invention.

154. Answer: Dutt emphasized colonial capitalism and bourgeois
limits; Desai systematically related nationalist phases and or-
ganizations to changing social classes.

155. Answer: Popular politics possessed logics not reducible to
elite leadership; criticism notes fragmentation, romanticiza-
tion, and insufficient attention to gender or institutions in
some work.

156. Answer: It centers women’s agency, household coercion,
sexuality, honour, property, abduction, recovery, and the gen-
dered boundary between public and private.

157. Answer: Institutions preserve officials and literate elites un-
evenly; absence can result from exclusion, destruction, fear,
or categories that made experience unrecordable.

158. Answer: Use fiscal-military capacity, naval reinforcement,
corporate credit, Bengal revenue, diplomacy, Indian allies,
rival fragmentation, and contingent battles.

159. Answer: It identifies a real policy dispute but can omit vernac-
ular education, missionary diversity, Indian demand, employ-
ment incentives, gender, caste, and local institutions.

160. Answer: Nationalist readings stress anti-colonial unity and
sacrifice; subaltern readings recover regional popular action,
local grievances, and autonomy from elite command.

161. Answer: Civil rebellion, peasant action, restored rulers, and
urban participation exceed barracks; limited geography, di-
vided aims, and loyalist regions constrain an all-India national
label.

162. Answer: Census categories, separate electorates, provin-
cial competition, print, class interests, reform, and political
choices converted religious identity into mass political antag-
onism.

163. Answer: Economic nationalism diagnosed drain and dein-
dustrialization; Swadeshi translated critique into boycott, in-
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digenous enterprise, national education, and consumption
politics.

164. Answer: Achievement: durable organization and economic-
political critique; limitation: narrow social reach and exces-
sive faith in imperial persuasion.

165. Answer: He emphasized class and regional limits, internal
strategy conflict, coercive boycott episodes, and the gap
between mobilization and durable organization.

166. Answer: Cambridge analysis highlights local brokers, offices,
and factional competition; nationalist analysis emphasizes
shared critique, sovereignty, and political education.

167. Answer: He widened disciplined participation and moralized
politicswhile restraining violence, class escalation, andmove-
ments he believed threatened unity or control.

168. Answer: It clarifies organization, brokerage, and strategic
limits around Gandhi; it can understate autonomous popular
meanings and structural inequality.

169. Answer: Ambedkar emphasized rights, representation, law,
education, and annihilation of caste; Gandhi emphasized
moral reform, atonement, and transformation within Hindu
society.

170. Answer: It influenced political imagination, sacrifice, repres-
sion, youth organization, international networks, INA solidar-
ity, and the legitimacy of colonial coercion.

171. Answer: Elite: constitutional safeguards and League strat-
egy; popular: provincial grievances, religious symbolism, pa-
tronage, land and class conflict, and mass campaigning.

172. Answer: Cabinet Mission alternatives existed, positions
changed, provincial politics differed, and choices, violence,
British timing, and institutional breakdown shaped the out-
come.

173. Answer: High politics studies ministries, pacts, and property
law; everyday history examines camps, documents, family
separation, caste, gender, work, and unequal entitlements.

174. Answer: National unity, democratic government, and social
revolution through rights, institutions, federalism, and Direc-
tive Principles.
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175. Answer: Deficit: indirect limited-franchise election; legiti-
macy: nationalist authority, diverse deliberation, public de-
bate, and creation of universal suffrage.

176. Answer: It helped integrate territory, plan development, and
manage crisis, but emergency powers, governors, fiscal de-
pendence, and boundary authority could weaken state auton-
omy.

177. Answer: Congress predominance organized competition
through factions and elections; opposition, constitutional
alternation, and voter choice remained, unlike a legally mo-
nopolized party state.

178. Answer: Courts and institutions were damaged, but vot-
ers removed the government in 1977 and later amendments
strengthened safeguards.

179. Answer: Assess stabilization, competition, productivity, wel-
fare, employment, inequality, regional effects, regulation,
public goods, and crisis vulnerability together.

180. Answer: Elections, coalition return, protest, repeal, and
judicial review showed resilience; civil-liberty, deliberation,
federal-consent, disclosure, and administrative-equality dis-
putes showed strain.

Set 7 - Cumulative synthesis and recent
change
Questions 181--210

181. Build a four-link chain from Bengal revenue to Company terri-
torial expansion.

182. Compare the 1765 Diwani, 1858 Crown transfer, and 1950 re-
publican commencement as three changes in sovereignty.

183. Which common problem links Permanent Settlement, indigo
cultivation, Deccan debt, and Bardoli assessment?

184. Trace one institutional line from early press regulation to the
constitutional freedom of expression.
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185. Compare the political geography of 1857, Swadeshi, Non-
Cooperation, and Quit India.

186. Put Congress foundation, first mass Gandhian campaign,
provincial ministries, Quit India, and independence in order
with dates.

187. MatchModerates,militantnationalists, revolutionaries, Swara-
jists, andGandhianswith their characteristic primarymethod.

188. Why did every major all-India movement contain local objec-
tives that could exceed central leadership’s programme?

189. Compare separate electorates in 1909, reserved seats after
the Poona Pact, and constitutional SC/ST reservation after
1950.

190. What distinguishes a commission report, a political pact, a
statute, and a constitutional amendment?

191. Give one example each of a proposal never implemented, an
Act implemented later, and an Act later repealed.

192. Why must office-holder chronologies avoid attributing every
event during a tenure to personal design?

193. Connect Kargil, the 2001 Parliament attack, Mumbai 2008,
Pulwama–Balakot, Galwan, and Pahalgam–Operation Sin-
door by security type.

194. What did the 1999NDA term establish about coalition govern-
ment?

195. Compare rights-based measures of the UPA period with tar-
geted digital welfare after 2014.

196. Why did demonetization and GST require different constitu-
tional and administrative descriptions?

197. Match RTI, MGNREGA, Forest Rights Act, Right to Education,
and Food Security Act with their protected interest.

198. What did the 2014 and2019 elections change in the party sys-
tem, and what did 2024 partially reverse?

199. Distinguish theArticle370presidential orders fromtheJammu
and Kashmir Reorganisation Act.

200. What exactly did the Supreme Court uphold and reject in the
December 2023 Article 370 judgment?

201. DistinguishCAAenactment, statutory commencement, appli-
cation rules, and a nationwide NRC.
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202. Why were Assam’s anti-CAA concerns partly different from
those at Shaheen Bagh?

203. Compare the nationwide lockdown’s state-capacity achieve-
ment with its migrant-welfare failure.

204. What sequence took the three farm laws from policy to legal
termination?

205. Distinguish the 2019 Ayodhya title judgment from the 2024
temple consecration.

206. Why did the 106th Amendment not reserve seats for women
in the 2024 Lok Sabha election?

207. What did the electoral-bonds judgment hold about voter infor-
mation and corporate funding?

208. Match IPC, CrPC, and EvidenceActwith BNS, BNSS, and BSA,
and state the commencement date of the replacements.

209. What do Chandrayaan-3, CoWIN, digital payments, and Cen-
sus 2027 reveal about both capacity and risk?

210. Write a three-sentence synthesis linking colonial state forma-
tion, mass nationalism, constitutional democracy, and devel-
opments through 10 August 2026.

Answers 181--210

181. Answer: Diwani produced Bengal revenue; revenue financed
trained armies and credit; armies won territory; territorial rev-
enue then financed further expansion.

182. Answer: Diwani gave a company fiscal sovereignty under im-
perial grant; 1858 transferred Company rule to Crown; 1950
vested republican authority under a Constitution deriving le-
gitimacy from the people.

183. Answer: State or commercial demands reshaped agrarian
power while cultivators bore unequal risks involving rent,
price, credit, coercion, and insecure rights.

184. Answer: Licensing and securities provoked press resistance;
nationalist newspapers defended public criticism; civil-liberty
politics culminated in Article 19(1)(a), subject to constitutional
restrictions.

185. Answer: 1857wasstrongest innorth-central regions; Swadeshi
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centered on Bengal; Non-Cooperation spread widely through
varied local campaigns; Quit India was nationwide but uneven
and decentralized.

186. Answer: Congress 1885; Non-Cooperation 1920; ministries
1937; Quit India 1942; independence 1947.

187. Answer: Moderates: petitions and councils; militants: boy-
cott and passive resistance; revolutionaries: armed clandes-
tine action; Swarajists: obstruction inside councils; Gandhi-
ans: mass nonviolent non-cooperation.

188. Answer: Participants interpreted national calls through rent,
wages, caste, forest, gender, religious, and local-authority
conflicts that central programmes could not fully contain.

189. Answer: 1909 separatedMuslim electorates; Poona retained
joint electorates with reserved Dalit seats; the Constitution
reserves SC/ST candidates within a universal common elec-
torate.

190. Answer: A report recommends, a pact records negotiated
political agreement, a statute creates ordinary law, and an
amendment changes constitutional text through a special
procedure.

191. Answer: Unimplemented: 1935 all-India federation; imple-
mented later: 1919 dyarchy from 1921; repealed: the three
farm Acts of 2020 in 2021.

192. Answer: Cabinets, legislatures, officials, courts, movements,
international pressures, and inherited institutions also cause
outcomes; tenure establishes context, not sole authorship.

193. Answer: Kargil was limited war across the LoC; 2001 and
2008 were major terrorist attacks; Balakot and Sindoor were
cross-border retaliation; Galwan was an India–China LAC
clash.

194. Answer: A pre-electoral alliance with negotiated partners
could complete a full Union term despite no single party ini-
tially commanding the entire coalition majority.

195. Answer: UPA laws framed information, work, forest, educa-
tion, and foodasentitlements; later systemsemphasized iden-
tified beneficiaries, direct transfer, portability, and digital de-
livery.
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196. Answer: Demonetization was an executive-monetary with-
drawalwith sudden implementation; GSTwas a constitutional
and legislative federal tax reform administered through the
GST Council.

197. Answer: RTI: information; MGNREGA: rural work; FRA: for-
est tenure and community rights; RTE: elementary education;
NFSA: subsidized food entitlement.

198. Answer: BJP gained a single-party majority in 2014 and en-
larged it in 2019; in 2024 it remained largest but again de-
pended on coalition partners.

199. Answer: The orders altered constitutional application and
made Article 370 largely inoperative; the Act divided the for-
mer state into J&K and Ladakh Union Territories.

200. Answer: The Court upheld the operative constitutional out-
comeand temporary character ofArticle 370, but rejected the
Article 367 device used to alter Article 370’s meaning.

201. Answer: Assent came 12 December 2019, commencement
10 January 2020, rules 11 March 2024; none of these steps
created a nationwide citizen register.

202. Answer: Assamprotest emphasizedmigrationand Indigenous-
linguistic protection regardless of religion; Shaheen Bagh
emphasized religious equality, documents, and secular citi-
zenship.

203. Answer: The state imposed uniform restrictions rapidly, but
short notice, stopped transport, informalwork, andplace-tied
welfare imposed disproportionate costs on migrants.

204. Answer: Parliament enacted them in September 2020; farm-
ers mobilized and courts stayed implementation; govern-
ment announced withdrawal; Parliament repealed them on
30 November 2021.

205. Answer: The judgment allocated civil title, ordered reme-
dies, and condemned illegal acts; consecration was a later
religious-political ceremony under the trust arrangement.

206. Answer: Article 334A ties operation to delimitation after pub-
lication of the first post-amendment census figures; those
steps had not occurred by 2024.

207. Answer: Anonymousdonationsviolatedvoters’Article 19(1)(a)
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information right, and removal of limits on corporate contribu-
tions was arbitrary.

208. Answer: IPC became BNS, CrPC became BNSS, and Evi-
dence Act became BSA; the replacements commenced on 1
July 2024 subject to notified details.

209. Answer: They show scalable scientific and digital coordina-
tion, while also raising exclusion, privacy, cybersecurity, relia-
bility, access, and institutional-dependence risks.

210. Answer: Company conquest built a centralized fiscal-military
state through Indian revenue and alliances. Mass national-
ism transformed economic, social, and political grievances
into a claim of popular sovereignty realized through a fed-
eral parliamentary Constitution. Through 10 August 2026,
elections, welfare, technology, protest, courts, coalition bar-
gaining, and security conflict continued to test how equally
that sovereignty operated.



Modern India: Map and
Location Companion

Historicalmaps compress change into a single frame. Revise
each one in the same order: identify the date, locate the domi-
nant power, trace the boundary or network, connect places to
events, and note what the map cannot prove. Boundaries are
schematic snapshots, not claims about present-day sovereignty.
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MI-M01 - Mughal Empire in 1707

What to locate first

• Delhi and Agra, the long-standing centres of imperial author-
ity.

• The Deccan conquests of Bijapur and Golconda.
• Bengal, Awadh, Hyderabad, Gujarat, Malwa, and the Punjab
as regions whose governors, elites, and military networks be-
came increasingly important after Aurangzeb.
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• Maratha centres in thewesternDeccan and the long distance
between the imperial core and southern war zone.

Historical process

Themap captures the empire near itsmaximum formal extent at
Aurangzeb’s death, but territorial breadth did not mean uniform
control. Long Deccan warfare strained the treasury and military
establishment. The jagirdari crisis, court faction, zamindar as-
sertion, regional revenue networks, and weak successions after
1707 altered howpowerworked. Hyderabad, Bengal, and Awadh
emerged as successor states that retained Mughal administra-
tive formswhile exercising autonomy. TheMarathas, Sikhs, Jats,
and Afghan principalities followed different paths and cannot all
be treated as Mughal successor provinces.

Boundary caution

Formal sovereignty, tribute, military reach, and effective revenue
control did not coincide. Read the frontier as an approximate
zone.

Retrieval prompts

1. Why did maximum territorial extent coexist with institutional
strain?

2. Which three successor states grew from Mughal provincial
structures?

3. Why is “sudden collapse in 1707” an inadequate explanation?
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MI-M02 - Regional Powers of the
Eighteenth Century

What to locate first

• Bengal, Awadh, and Hyderabad as major successor states.
• Maratha influence across western and central India.
• Mysore in the south, Sikh power in Punjab, and Jat/Rohilla
zones in the north.
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• Carnatic and the eastern coast, where European companies
entered succession disputes.

Historical process

Eighteenth-century India was a field of political recomposition,
not simply an empty space awaiting British conquest. Regional
states drew on Mughal revenue practices, bankers, merchants,
military entrepreneurs, zamindars, and local lineages. Some pro-
tected tradeandproduction;many faced fiscal pressureandsuc-
cession conflict. The East India Company succeeded gradually
by entering these competitive political systems, using Indian al-
lies and credit, and then redirecting Bengal’s revenues into fur-
ther war.

Boundary caution

Influencewas layered. Maratha claims to chauth, a ruler’s nom-
inal allegiance to the Mughal emperor, and local administrative
control could overlap.

Retrieval prompts

1. Howdid successor states combinecontinuitywith autonomy?
2. Which powers challenged Company expansion most effec-

tively?
3. Why should political fragmentation not be equated with eco-

nomic collapse?
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MI-M03 - British Territories in 1857

What to locate first

• The Bengal, Bombay, and Madras presidencies.
• Awadh, annexed in 1856, and the north Indian belt that be-
came the core of the Revolt.

• Punjab, annexed in 1849, and Sindh, annexed in 1843.
• Major princely states such as Hyderabad, Mysore, Kashmir,
Gwalior, and Rajputana states.
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Historical process

By 1857 the Company had combined direct annexation, treaty-
based subordination, military conquest, the Subsidiary Alliance,
and the Doctrine of Lapse. Directly governed provinces coex-
istedwith princely states under paramountcy. This uneven struc-
ture shaped the Revolt: rebellion was strongest in much of north
and central India, while several princes, elites, regions, and mili-
tary groups remained neutral or supported the British.

Boundary caution

Themapdistinguishesbroadpolitical categories, not thestrength
of local allegiance. A territory shaded British did not imply popu-
lar acceptance or uniform administration.

Retrieval prompts

1. Which recent annexation became a major centre of revolt?
2. How did direct rule differ from paramountcy?
3. Why was the Revolt geographically uneven?
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MI-M04 - British India and the Princely
States, c. 1904

What to locate first

• Directly administered provinces across the coast, Gangetic
plain, Punjab, and Assam.

• Hyderabad, Mysore, Kashmir, Baroda, Gwalior, Travancore,
and the dense princely belts of Rajputana and central India.

• The north-western frontier and the imperial connection to
Burma.

Historical process

After 1858, the Crown abandoned routine annexation of loyal
princely states and used paramountcy to control defence, ex-
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ternal relations, succession, and often internal policy. Princes
retained courts and administrations but not full sovereignty. Po-
litical mobilization therefore developed under two related but
distinct systems: provincial nationalism in British India and Praja
Mandal or people’s movements in princely India.

Boundary caution

“Princely state” covered enormous variation in size, administra-
tion, revenue, and political participation. The category does not
imply equal autonomy.

Retrieval prompts

1. Why did the Crown preserve princely states after 1858?
2. What did paramountcy permit the colonial state to control?
3. How did political mobilization differ in princely India?
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MI-M05 - India in 1947

What to locate first

• The newDominions of India andPakistan, includingPakistan’s
separated western and eastern wings.

• Punjab and Bengal, both divided by the Radcliffe boundary.
• Kashmir, Hyderabad, and Junagadh as major accession prob-
lems.

• Delhi, Punjab, Bengal, and Sindh as central zones of displace-
ment.



258 MODERN INDIA COMPANION

Historical process

Independence created two Dominions and left more than 560
princely states to accede, normally on defence, external affairs,
and communications. Partition divided provinces, services, as-
sets, transport systems, armed forces, and communities. Rad-
cliffe’s lines were announced after Independence, intensifying
uncertainty. Migration and violence were concentrated but not
identical in Punjab, Bengal, Delhi, Sindh, and other regions.

Boundary caution

Kashmir’s political status became disputed after accession and
war. The map is a historical snapshot, not a present-day bound-
ary authority.

Retrieval prompts

1. Why were Punjab and Bengal especially vulnerable to vio-
lence?

2. Which accession disputes required distinct solutions?
3. How did eastern and western Partition experiences differ?
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MI-M06 - India in 1956

What to locate first

• Andhra Pradesh, formed after the Andhra movement and ex-
panded in 1956.

• Kerala and Karnataka’s predecessor, Mysore State.
• The large bilingual Bombay State before its 1960 division.
• Punjab and the north-east before later reorganizations.

Historical process

Integration first merged princely territories and provinces into
the Union; linguistic reorganization then redrew many internal
boundaries. The States Reorganisation Commission reported in
1955, and the 1956 Act reorganized states largely around lan-
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guage while weighing administration, security, and economic
viability. Reorganization accommodated major demands but did
not settle every regional, linguistic, tribal, or ethnic claim.

Boundary caution

This is not the current political map. Later changes created
Maharashtra and Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Naga-
land and other north-eastern states, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Uttarakhand, Telangana, and the current Union Territories.

Retrieval prompts

1. What competing principles shaped reorganization?
2. Why did 1956 not end demands for new states?
3. Which large 1956 state was divided in 1960?
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MI-M07 - Economic Geography in the
First Half of the Eighteenth Century

What to locate first

• Textile centres in Bengal, Gujarat, the Coromandel Coast, and
northern India.

• Ports such as Surat, Masulipatnam, Madras, Calcutta, and
Bombay.

• Craft and commercial centres including Dhaka, Murshidabad,
Patna, Agra, Lahore, and Ahmedabad.
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• Mineral andmanufacture symbols rather than political bound-
aries.

Historical process

The map counters the idea that eighteenth-century political
change produced universal economic paralysis. India remained
embedded in Indian Ocean and overland trade, with strong
textile, metal, shipbuilding, saltpetre, and handicraft produc-
tion. Regional wars and changing patronage created disruption,
but merchants, bankers, artisans, and revenue networks often
adapted. Company political power later changed this relation-
ship by coupling monopoly privilege and taxation with an impe-
rial trading system.

Boundary caution

Symbols indicate important centres, not completeproduction to-
tals or equal scale. Absence from the map does not prove eco-
nomic insignificance.

Retrieval prompts

1. Which regions dominated textile production?
2. How does the map complicate a simple “eighteenth-century

decay” thesis?
3. Why did control of Bengal transform Company expansion?
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MI-M08 - European Factories and
Agencies, c. 1705

What to locate first

• Portuguese Goa, Daman, and Diu.
• Dutch, English, French, and Danish settlements on the west-
ern and eastern coasts.

• Surat, Bombay, Madras, Pondicherry, Masulipatnam, Cal-
cutta, and Chandernagore.

• Riverine Bengal factories linked to textile and saltpetre pro-
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duction.

Historical process

European companies entered an existing Asian commercial sys-
tem through coastal factories, farmans, customs agreements,
naval force, and negotiation with Indian rulers. A factory was a
trading station and warehouse, not necessarily an industrial pro-
duction site. The English advantage emerged over time fromcor-
porate finance, naval strength, state backing, military organiza-
tion, diplomacy, and access to territorial revenue. It was not in-
evitable in 1705.

Boundary caution

The map shows selected establishments, not the entire Asian
trade network or the political power of each company.

Retrieval prompts

1. What did “factory” mean in Company usage?
2. WhichsettlementsanchoredEnglish, French, andPortuguese

power?
3. Why was English victory not predetermined in 1705?
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MI-M09 - India in 1765

What to locate first

• Bengal, Bihar, and Odisha after the Company received the Di-
wani.

• Awadh as a buffer and treaty-bound state after Buxar.
• Maratha territories and influence in western and central India.
• Mysore and the still-contested south.

Historical process

Plassey in 1757 installed a dependent nawab and opened Ben-
gal’s resources to Company extraction; Buxar in 1764 defeated
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the combined forces of Mir Qasim, Shuja-ud-Daula, and Shah
Alam II. The 1765 Treaty of Allahabad and Diwani grant gave the
Company revenue-collection rights in Bengal, Bihar, and Odisha.
Under Dual Government, Company revenue power coexisted
with nominal nawabi administration, separating authority from
responsibility until 1772.

Boundary caution

The Diwani was a fiscal and political breakthrough, not immedi-
ate uniform territorial administration across India.

Retrieval prompts

1. Why was Buxar more decisive militarily than Plassey?
2. What did the Diwani transfer?
3. Why was Awadh preserved rather than annexed in 1765?



MODERN INDIA: MAP AND LOCATION COMPANION 267

MI-M10 - India in 1805

What to locate first

• Company-controlled Bengal, Madras, and Bombay territories.
• Hyderabad and Awadh under Subsidiary Alliances.
• Mysore after Tipu Sultan’s defeat in 1799.
• Maratha territories after the Second Anglo-MarathaWar.

Historical process

Between 1765 and 1805 the Company converted eastern rev-
enues into military expansion. Wellesley’s Subsidiary Alliance
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required rulers to accept British troops, pay or cede territory,
restrict diplomacy, and accept a Resident. The Fourth Anglo-
Mysore War ended Tipu’s rule. The Treaty of Bassein and Sec-
ond Anglo-Maratha War extended Company influence, though
Maratha resistance and political autonomy had not vanished.

Boundary caution

Treaty subordination, influence, and direct possession were dif-
ferent conditions. A state outside Company colour could still
face a British Resident or binding alliance.

Retrieval prompts

1. How did the Subsidiary Alliance reduce sovereignty?
2. Why was the Treaty of Bassein a turning point?
3. What remained unconquered or incompletely subordinated in

1805?



MODERN INDIA: MAP AND LOCATION COMPANION 269

MI-M11 - India in 1857: Direct and
Indirect Rule

What to locate first

• Direct British territory from Bengal through the north-west
and across the presidencies.

• Princely concentrations in Rajputana, central India, Hyder-
abad, and western India.

• Delhi, Meerut, Kanpur, Lucknow, Jhansi, Bareilly, and central
Indian revolt centres.
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Historical process

This frame should be read with the revolt geography. Sepoy net-
works carried rebellion fromMeerut to Delhi and acrossmuch of
the Bengal Army’s recruitment zone. Awadh combined military,
taluqdar, peasant, and court grievances. Jhansi and central In-
dia developed distinct coalitions. Punjab, Bengal proper, most
of the south, and many princes did not join on the same scale,
allowing the British to concentrate reinforcements.

Boundary caution

Political shading cannot represent internal rebellion, collabora-
tion, neutrality, or changing local control during 1857–58.

Retrieval prompts

1. Which spatial link joined recruitment patterns to rebellion?
2. Why was Awadh’s revolt broader than a barracks mutiny?
3. Which regions and rulers aided British suppression?
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MI-M12 - Annexation of Burma

What to locate first

• Arakan and Tenasserim, ceded after the First Anglo-Burmese
War.

• Lower Burma and Pegu, annexed after the SecondWar.
• Upper Burma, annexed after the Third War in 1885.
• Assam, Manipur, Cachar, and the route between the Bay of
Bengal and the Irrawaddy valley.
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Historical process

The First Anglo-Burmese War ended with the Treaty of Yandabo
in 1826andexpandedCompany influenceon India’s eastern fron-
tier. Commercial ambitions and control of the Burmese coast
drove the Second War in 1852. Rivalry, trade, and French influ-
ence framed the 1885 conquest of Upper Burma. Annexation
was followedby prolonged resistance. Burma remained adminis-
tered as part of British India until separation in 1937 and became
independent in 1948.

Boundary caution

The map shows stages of annexation, not the duration or inten-
sity of Burmese resistance.

Retrieval prompts

1. What did the Treaty of Yandabo change?
2. Which war brought Lower Burma under British control?
3. Why did rapid royal surrender not mean immediate pacifica-

tion?
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MI-M13 - Congress Sessions, 1885--1947

What to locate first

• Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, and Allahabad as early recurring
centres.

• Surat (1907), Lucknow (1916), Nagpur (1920), Lahore (1929),
Karachi (1931), Haripura (1938), Tripuri (1939), and Bombay
(1942).

• The widening geographic spread beyond presidency capitals.
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Historical process

Congress sessions marked shifts in organization and strat-
egy. Surat exposed the Moderate–Extremist split. Lucknow
reunited Congress factions and produced the Congress-League
Pact. Nagpur reorganizedCongress territorially and adopted the
Non-Cooperation programme. Lahore declared Purna Swaraj.
Karachi paired political freedom with fundamental rights and a
socio-economic programme. Haripura and Tripuri revealed ten-
sions around Subhas Chandra Bose. Bombay authorized Quit
India in August 1942.

Boundary caution

A session location does not measure movement strength in that
region. National mobilization also depended on provincial orga-
nizations, local movements, underground networks, and groups
outside Congress.

Retrieval prompts

1. Match Surat, Lucknow, Nagpur, Lahore, Karachi, and Bombay
to their key decisions.

2. How did the spatial spread reflect organizational growth?
3. Why is a Congress-session map insufficient for the whole na-

tional movement?

Rapid place-event crosswalk

Place High-yield association

Plassey/Palashi Conspiracy-backed Company
victory, 1757

Buxar Company victory over Mir Qasim,
Shuja-ud-Daula, and Shah Alam
II, 1764
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Place High-yield association

Srirangapatna Mysore capital; Tipu Sultan’s final
defeat, 1799

Bassein/Vasai Treaty with Peshwa Baji Rao II,
1802

Barrackpore Sepoy unrest in 1824 and Mangal
Pandey episode in 1857

Meerut Beginning of the open Revolt, 10
May 1857

Delhi Symbolic Mughal centre of the
Revolt

Lucknow Awadh resistance; Congress-
League Pact, 1916

Amritsar Jallianwala Bagh massacre, 1919
Chauri Chaura Violent incident followed by with-

drawal of Non-Cooperation, 1922
Dandi Salt March destination, 1930
Karachi Congress resolution on funda-

mental rights and economic pol-
icy, 1931

Wardha CongressWorking Committee
decisions; Gandhian construc-
tive institutions

Bombay/Mumbai Congress foundation session,
1885; Quit India resolution, 1942

Lahore Purna Swaraj resolution, 1929;
Pakistan Resolution, 1940

Shimla Imperial capital and major consti-
tutional conferences

Noakhali Communal violence and
Gandhi’s peace mission, 1946–
47

Hyderabad Major princely-state integration
completed through police action,
1948

Junagadh Accession dispute and plebiscite,
1947–48

Kashmir Accession, war, and enduring
territorial dispute from 1947



Source note

The Modern India volumes were developed from an integrated
revision project drawing on Bipan Chandra’s History of Modern
India, Sekhar Bandyopadhyay’s FromPlassey to Partition and Af-
ter, and the Spectrum survey A Brief History of Modern India.
Post-2019 coverage uses an official-source register with an ev-
idence cutoff of 10 August 2026. The present books reorganize
and independently edit that research into a continuous narrative
and separate source claims from editorial synthesis.
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